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STATE OF NEW YORK

9690

| N ASSEMBLY

January 21, 2026

Introduced by M of A CASHVAN -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to extending certain
benefits to active volunteer firefighters and active vol unteer anbu-
| ance workers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraph 1 of paragraph h of subdivision 2 of section
355 of the education law, as separately anended by chapters 552 and 616
of the laws of 1985, is amended to read as foll ows:

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other general, special or
local law, rule or regulation, such regul ations may permt persons sixty
years of age or over, or residents who serve as active volunteer fire-
fighters as defined in subdivision one of section two hundred fifteen of
the general nmunicipal law, or as active volunteer anbul ance workers as
defined in subdivision fourteen of section two hundred nineteen-k of the
general nunicipal law to audit courses given therein w thout tuition,
exam nation, grading or credit therefor upon a space avail able basis, as
determ ned by the president of each such institution, provided that such
audit attendance does not deny course attendance at a state-operated
institution by an individual who is otherwi se qualified under the regu-
| ations promul gated pursuant to this section. The board of trustees of
the state university may prescribe regulations to authorize the granting
of course credit for successful conpletion of an audited course by an
active volunteer firefighter or an active vol unteer anbul ance worker.
Pursuant to such reqgulations, each such institution may, as deternined
by its president, award credit for successful conpletion of such an
audi ted course by an active volunteer firefighter or an active volunteer
anbul ance worker that is currently enrolled as a full-tine or part-tine
student in such institution or that later becones enrolled as a full-
time or part-time student in such institution.

8 2. Subdivision 5 of section 6303 of the education |aw, as amended by
chapter 552 of the laws of 1984, is amended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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5. Notwi thstandi ng the provisions of any other general, special or
local law, rule or regulation, community colleges nmay permit persons
sixty years of age or over, or residents who serve as active volunteer
firefighters as defined in subdivision one of section two hundred
fifteen of the general municipal |law, or as active volunteer anbul ance
workers as defined in subdivision fourteen of section two hundred nine-
teen-k of the general nunicipal law to audit courses given therein wth-
out tuition, exam nation, grading or credit therefor upon a space avail -
able basis, subject to the provisions of section sixty-three hundred
four of this [chapter] article, as determ ned by the president of each
such institution, provided that such audit attendance does not deny
course attendance at a conmmunity college by an individual who is other-
wise qualified under the regulations and the provisions of section
sixty-three hundred four of this [ehapter] article. The board of trus-
tees of the state university may prescribe regulations to authorize the
granting of course credit for successful conpletion of an audited course
by an active volunteer firefighter or an active volunteer anbul ance
worker. Pursuant to such regulations, each such institution may, as
determned by its president, award credit for successful conpletion of
such an audited course by an active volunteer firefighter or an active
vol unt eer anbul ance worker that is currently enrolled as a full-tine or
part-tinme student in such institution or that later becones enrolled as
a full-tinme or part-tinme student in such institution. The provisions of
this [ paragraph] subdivision shall not affect any state aid to conmmunity

colleges granted pursuant to this article [enre—hunrdredtwenty—six—of
his—chapter]

8 3. This aét shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw




