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STATE OF NEW YORK

9556-- A

| N ASSEMBLY

January 14, 2026

Introduced by M of AL CRUZ -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Education -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted
as anmended and reconmitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to establishing school -
based food pantries in schools in the city school district of the city
of New York

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "New York city school -based food pantry act”.

8§ 2. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds and declares
that a growi ng nunber of children in New York city are living in poverty
and are experiencing hunger and food insecurity. These conditions are
associated with higher rates of chronic absenteeism difficulty concen-
trating in class, behavioral challenges, and | ower academ c perfornmance.
Research further denonstrates that children who are hungry or food inse-
cure are less likely to be ready to learn, nore likely to experience
adverse physical and nental health outcones, and nore likely to fal
behind their peers academcally.

The legislature therefore finds that it is a matter of overriding
state concern to ensure that children in the city school district of the
city of New York have reliable access to nutritious food in and around
the school day, particularly in schools serving conmunities with the
great est econoni c need. School -based food pantries, operated in partner-
ship with educators, parents, guardians, and comunity organizations,
are a proven neans of reducing food insecurity, stabilizing famly
nutrition, and supporting student |earning and well-bei ng.

8 3. The education |law is anended by adding a new section 2590-w to
read as foll ows:

8§ 2590-w. School -based food pantries in New York city schoals.

1. Establishnment of program (a) Subject to the availability of funds
appropriated for this purpose, the chancellor shall establish and nain-
tain school -based food pantries in schools throughout the city district.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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b School - based food antries established pursuant to this section
shall be located on the prem ses of a city district school and shal
store and distribute nutritious food, wthout charge, to students
enrolled in such school and their parents or persons in parenta
relation for consunption outside of regular school neals.

(c) The chancellor shall prioritize schools serving comunities with
the highest levels of student econom ¢ need, poverty, and food insecuri-
ty when determning which schools to establish school-based food
pantries in pursuant to this section. The chancellor may use indicators
such as the percentage of students eligible for free or reduced-price
school neals, the percentage of students who are honeless or in tenpo-
rary housing, and other neasures of concentrated poverty for such food
insecurity.

2. Operation and schedule. Each school -based food pantry established
pursuant to this section shall operate on the premses of the schoo
during designated tinmes during the regular school week, on days when
school is in session, but shall not interfere with required instruc-
tional tine. Each school-based food pantry shall be open and avail able
to students and their parents or persons in parental relation at tines
reasonably accessible to families, which may include before or after
school, not less than two days per week during the regular school week.

3. Community partnerships; training and technical assistance. (a) The
chancellor shall encourage and facilitate cooperation between schools
operating school -based food pantries and local food pantries., food
banks, and other comrunity-based organizations with expertise in food
distribution and hunger relief.

(b) Schools operating school-based food pantries pursuant to this
section nmay enter into witten agreenents with such |l ocal organizations
to receive training for school volunteers and to obtain technica
assistance related to food safety, inventory nmanagenent., volunteer
managenent, outreach to famlies, and related matters.

(c) The chancellor may enter into citywi de or borough-w de agreenents
with local or regional food pantries, food banks, or sinmilar organiza-
tions to support the establishnent and operation of school-based food
pantries and to coordinate the donation, purchase, or delivery of food
and rel ated supplies.

4. Cuidance and safeqguards. The chancellor shall issue guidance to
schools operating food pantries pursuant to this section, which shal
include at a m ni num

(a) procedures to ensure that students and famlies are treated wth
dignity and confidentiality;

(b) standards for food safety, storage, and handling, consistent with
applicable state and local health and safety requirenents;

(c) procedures to ensure that school -based food pantry operations do
not interfere with instructional tinme or the safe operation of the
school buil di ng;

(d) encouragenent of culturally appropriate and nutritious food
options to the extent practicable; and

e rocedures to encourage that school -based food pantries estab-
lished pursuant to this section be organized and operated prinmarily by
vol unt eers.

5. Reporting. Commencing wth the second school year follow ng the
effective date of this section, the chancellor shall annually prepare
and submt to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the
speaker of the assenbly, and the mayor and council of the city of New
York, on or before January first, a report that shall include:
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(a) the nunber of schools in which school-based food pantries have
been established and are operating;

(b) the borough and community school district in which each such
school is |ocated;

(c) the approximate nunber of students and famlies served by such
pantries during the preceding school year; and

(d) a description of any partnerships with local food pantries, food
banks, or other conmunity-based organizations that support the operation
of school -based food pantries.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act onits effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




