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STATE OF NEW YORK

9489

| N ASSEMBLY

January 7, 2026

Introduced by M of A STERN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anmend the real property tax law, in relation to a real proper-
ty tax exenption for property owned by certain persons performng
active duty in a conbat zone

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 458-d of the real property tax law, as added by a
chapter of the laws of 2025 amending the real property tax law relating
to a real property tax exenption for property owned by certain persons
performng active duty in a conbat zone, as proposed in |legislative
bills nunbers S. 2068-A and A 6579, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 458-d. [Aetive] Conbat zone service exenption. 1. For the purposes
of this section

(a) [=aetive—mtitary—serv-ce—erber—shaH—rean—an—ihdivi-dual—servi-hg
ga—aetvro—dhty—

b)] "active duty" shall have the same nmeaning as such termis used in
section 101 of title 10 of the United States code.

[£e+] (b) "armed forces” shall [#ean—the—arm—havy—hBi-Re—corps—al+

Uri-t-ed—Stat-es—or—New—York—haval—m-+i+a] have the sane neaning as such
term is used in section 101 of title 10 of the United States code and
shall also include the arnmy and air national guard of the United States
and New York naval nilitia.

[5] (c) "conbat zone" shall mean areas designated by an executive
order fromthe President of the United States in which the United States
armed forces are engagi ng or have engaged in conbat.

[

o " . Vel , v g

b j ] (d) "qualified owner"

neans a nenber of the arned forces who, at any tine during the cal endar

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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year imrediately preceding the applicable taxable status date, served on
active duty in a conbat zone, as docunented by a copy of such nenber's
mlitary orders or a certified letter from such nenber's commanding
officer. Provided, however, that an owner who is receiving an exenption
under section four hundred fifty-eight, four hundred fifty-eight-a or
four hundred fifty-eight-b of this title on a given assessnent rol
shall not be eligible for an exenption under this section on the sane
assessnent roll.

[ (e——oualiiied] (e) "qualifying residential real property" neans
property owned by a qualified owner [whieh] that is used exclusively for
residential purposes and is the primary residence of the qualified
owner; provided, however, that in the event that any portion of such
property is not used exclusively for residential purposes, but is used
for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation and only
the remai ning portion used exclusively for residential purposes shall be
subj ect to the exenption provided by this section.

[(R-] (f) "latest state equalization rate" nmeans the latest final
equalization rate established by the state board pursuant to article
twel ve of this chapter.

[65] (g) "latest class ratio" nmeans the latest final <class ratio
established by the state board pursuant to title one of article twelve
of this chapter for use in a special assessing unit as defined in
section eighteen hundred one of this chapter.

2. The governing body of any county, city, town or village may adopt a

local law or resolution to provide [apr—activemlitary—serviceornerber—

an exenption fromtaxation on qualifying residential real property up to
twenty-five percent of the assessed value of such property, provided,
that such exenption shall not exceed twenty thousand dollars or the
product of twenty thousand dollars nultiplied by the | atest state equal -
ization rate for the assessing unit, or in the case of a special assess-
ing unit, the class ratio, whichever is less. Such local law or resol-
ution shall establish a maxi num exenpti on percentage or naxi num exenpt
dol lar anpbunt not to exceed the levels [outlined] specified in this
subdi vi si on

3. The exenption from taxation provided by this section shall be
applicable to any county, city, town, or village, but shall not be

applicable to taxes | evied for_sphool pur poses. [LL—an—aeL+¥efnLL+Lapy

] filed
with the assessor or other agency, departnent, or office designated by

the nmunicipality on or before the taxable status date on a formas
prescribed by the conmi ssioner. The owner or owners of the property
shall be required to refile each year in order to continue receiving the

exenpti on. [ App—sehts—shall—retitle——on—or—beleorethe—-appropiate—taxe—
ble—status—date-] Any applicant convicted of willfully making any false
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statenment in the application for such exenption shall be subject to the
penal ties prescribed in the penal |aw.

5. In acity having a population of one mllion or nore, applications
for the exenption authorized pursuant to this section shall be consid-
ered tinely filed if they are on or before the fifteenth day of March of
the appropriate year.

6. A local law or resolution adopted pursuant to this section may be
repeal ed by the governing body of the applicable county, city, town, or
village. Such repeal shall occur at |east ninety days prior to the taxa-
ble status date of such county, city, town, or village

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sanme date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the | aws of 2025 anending the real property tax
law relating to a real property tax exenption for property owned by
certain persons performng active duty in a conbat zone, as proposed in
| egislative bills nunbers S. 2068-A and A 6579, takes effect.



