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STATE OF NEW YORK

9379--B

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Decenber 19, 2025

Introduced by M of A SIMON, BERGER, LUPARDO, STECK, TAPI A, LEVENBERG
EACHUS, BI CHOTTE HERMELYN, SAYEGH, ZACCARO -- read once and referred
to the Conmittee on Mental Health -- reconmitted to the Cormittee on
Mental Health in accordance with Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said commttee -- reported and referred to the Comrmittee on Ways
and Means -- conmittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as
anended and recomritted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
master of social work paid field practicum pilot program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nmental hygiene |aw is amended by addi ng a new section
7.51 to read as foll ows:
8 7.51 Master of social work paid field practicumpilot program

(a) The office shall establish and adnm nister a naster of social work
paid field practicumpilot programto provide stipends, within appropri-
ations therefor, to students who are enrolled in a master of social work
program at a programreqgistered by the state education departnent and
accredited by the Council of Social Wrk Education, and who are required
to performservices as part of the field practicum conponent of such
program

(b) Commencing with the fall two thousand twenty-six senester, the
pilot programshall provide stipends for the field practicumduring the
first four hundred fifty hours of field practicumfor students conplet-
ing a required field practicumconponent as part of their course of
study in a master of social work program

(1) Such pilot programshall be available to all students who

(i) are enrolled in a naster of social work programin accordance with
subdi vision (a) of this section; and

(ii) performtheir field practicumin New York state

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(2) Students who are eligible for this pilot programshall receive a
stipend of four thousand five hundred dollars, at a rate of ten dollars
per hour, while conpleting their first four hundred fifty hours of a
field practicumas part of their required field practicum conponent.
Such stipend shall be distributed nonthly and shall automatically renew
annual ly until either the student conpletes four hundred fifty hours of
a field practicum or the end of the spring senester in tw thousand
thirty, whichever occurs first. Students who receive such funding shal
agree to work in New York state in a social work capacity for one year
upon graduati ng.

(i) Students who receive funding of four thousand five hundred dollars
or nore relating to the conpletion of such field practicum from any
other source, including, but not Ilimted to, grants, schol arships.
fell owships, or work-based placenents, shall be ineligible for a stipend
pursuant to this program

(ii) Students who receive funding of l|less than four thousand five
hundred dollars relating to the conpletion of such field practicumfrom
any other source, including, but not limted to, grants, scholarships,
fellowships, or work-based placenents shall be eligible for a stipend
for the difference between their existing funding and four thousand five
hundred doll ars.

(c) The office shall provide infornational materials about the pil ot
program to schools in the state who offer a master of social work
programthat are registered by the state education departnent and
accredited by the Council of Social Wrk Education. Such schools shal
post such informational nmaterials in the same manner as other available
scholarships, fellowhips, or other stipend prograns on the school's
official website for the purpose of informng students and prospective
students of the nmaster of social work paid field practicumpilot program
established under this section.

(d) In accordance with state and federal confidentiality and privacy
laws, the office shall collect data annually fromany college, universi-
ty, or field practicumsetting that has students participating in the
pil ot program and nake such data public on their website. The data shal
be used to assess:

(1) the <correlation of any increase in applications received for
adni ssion to a university or college master in social wrk program and
the nunber of students who apply to the pilot program

(2) statewide enrollnment trends in master of social work progranms
resulting fromstudents' participation in the pilot programconpared to
before the pilot program including, but not limted to:

(i) denpgraphics of students enrolled in master of social work
prograns, including age, race, socioecononic status, gender identity,
sexual orientation, ability, geographic, religion, representation, and
any ot her denpgraphic factor that the office deens rel evant;

(ii) inpacts on retention, attrition., dropout rates, and degree
conferral rates. For the purposes of this subparagraph:

(A) "retention rate" neans the nunmber of students who continue enroll-
nment in their program between specified terns;

(B) "attrition rate" neans the nunber of students who | eave enroll nent
bet ween specified points in tine;

(C) "dropout rate" neans the nunber of students who discontinue their
naster of social work programw thout earning a degree; and

(D) "degree conferral rate" neans the nunber of students who conplete
their master of social work program
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(3) the inpact on a student's financial stability and their ability to
satisfy their cost of living needs, including a student's debt |evels;

(4) the inpact field practicumfunding has on workforce retention for
participating field practicum settings once the pilot program work
requirenent is conpl eted;

(5) the inpact on field practicumsettings' ability to neet service
denmands of their clients and communities in which they provide services
and supports; and

(6) any other netric or area of study the office deens rel evant.

(e) The office shall produce a report on the efficacy of the pil ot
program based on the data collected pursuant to subdivision (d) of this
section and shall subnmit such report to the governor and the |egqisla-
ture, and be nade public, no later than Decenber first, two thousand
thirty. Such report shall include an analysis of the data collected
pursuant to subdivision (d) of this section and reconmendations on how
to expand the pilot programto increase the nunber of social workers in
the state, inprove representation in the field of social work, mnmitigate
student debt and inprove |abor conditions for social workers upon gradu-
ation.

(f) Amunts nade available to the master of social work paid field
practicumpilot programshall be subject to annual appropriations there-
for. Such appropriations shall be adjusted each fiscal year to provide
funding to students enrolled in a qualifying master of social work
program pursuant to this section and to reflect the variance between
current enrollnment nunbers for master of social work prograns and
enrollnment in the previous fiscal year.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026. Effective immediately,
the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inplementation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be nmade and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




