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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Novenber 21, 2025

Introduced by M of A STECK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
instruction on work zone safety awareness as part of the pre-licensing
course

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (c-2) of subdivision 4 of section 502 of the
vehicle and traffic | aw, as added by chapter 585 of the laws of 2002, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

(c-2) "Work Zone Safety" awareness conmponent. (i) The comm ssioner
shall provide in the pre-licensing course, set forth in paragraph (b) of
this subdivision, a mandatory conponent in "Wrk Zone Safety" awareness
education, totaling no less than thirty mnutes, as a prerequisite for
obtaining a license to operate a notor vehicle.

(ii) The purpose of the conmponent is to educate prospective |icensees
on;

(A) the potential dangers to construction workers, construction equip-
ment operators and operators of nmotor vehicles in a highway work
zone[ -] .

(B) the legal obligation to vield the right of way and exercise
reasonable care in the approach of an authorized energency vehicle, as
set forth in section eleven hundred forty-four of this chapter;

(G the legal obligation to exercise due care to avoid colliding wth
a parked, stopped or standing authorized energency vehicle, hazard vehi -
cle, vehicle displaying a blue or green light or certain other notor
vehicles, as set forth in section eleven hundred forty-four-a of this
chapter; and

(D) the consequences of violations, including those captured by auto-
mat ed work zone speed enforcenent systens.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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(iii) For the purposes of this paragraph, the term"work zone" shal
include "work area" as defined by section one hundred [sisd] sixty-one
of this chapter, and "restricted highway" as authorized in section
si xteen hundred twenty-five of this chapter.

[-—] (iv) The conmissioner shall establish a curriculumfor the
"Work Zone Safety" conmponent which shall include but not be limted to:

(A |nstruct|on [dese4+b+ng—Lhe—pe+eﬂL+aL—haza#ds—o#—d#+¥+ag—%h¢eugh—a

t he |dent|f|cat|on and naV|qat|on of hlqhmav construct|on and nalnte-

nance zones;

(B) education topics, including., but not limted to, signage, flagging
operations, barriers, lane shifts, and variable speed lints;

(C) education on the legal obligation to yield the right of way and
exercise reasonable care in the approach of an authorized energency
vehicle, as set forth in section eleven hundred forty-four of this chap-
ter, and penalties for nonconpliance;

(D) education on the legal obligation to exercise due care to avoid
colliding wth a parked, stopped or standing authorized energency vehi -
cle, hazard vehicle, vehicle displaying a blue or green light or certain
other notor vehicles, as set forth in section el even hundr ed
forty-four-a of this chapter, and penalties for nonconpliance;

(E) statistics and real-life consequences of unsafe driving behavior
in work zones;

(F) strategies for safe driving behavior in the presence of work zone
equi pnent _and personnel ; and

(G information on the photo speed violation nmonitoring systens in
hi ghway construction or nmintenance work areas and associ ated penalties,
as set forth by section eleven hundred eighty-e of this chapter.

[6-] (v) In developing such curriculum the conmm ssioner shal
consult wth the comissioner of transportation, the superintendent of
the state police, representatives of the highway construction industry,
representatives of highway construction workers, highway safety offi-
cials, road safety experts, and any other group that the conmi ssioner
[ believes—ecan—econt+ibute—+to0] deens necessary to ensure a conprehensive
and current presentation of the issue.

(vi) Such curriculumshall be adaptable to both in-person and online
formats and include a certification of conpletion and tracking of
student performance.

(vii) The conmi ssioner shall ensure a portion of the exanination on
traffic laws contains at |east one question relating to the driver's
ability to understand how to drive safely in a wrk zone.

(viii) The conmi ssioner shall ensure that conpletion of the "Wrk Zone
Saf ety" conponent is docunented and retained as part of the applicant's
|l icensing record.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, anmendnent and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




