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STATE OF NEW YORK

9250--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Novenber 7, 2025

Introduced by M of A WOERNER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Education -- comittee discharged, bill anended, ordered
reprinted as anended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring the instal-
| ati on of school naster key boxes for building access by |law enforce-
nment and energency responders

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |law is amended by addi ng a new section 409-0
to read as foll ows:

8 409-0. Master key box. 1. (a) The board of education or trustees of
every public school district, non-public school or educational institu-
tion, board of cooperative education services, county vocational educa-
tion and extension board within the state and chancellor of the city
school district of the city of New York shall arrange for, require, and
install (i) at least one exterior nmaster key box on the canpus of any
such public school district, non-public school or educational institu-
tion and (ii) on every instructional school building operated in a non-
canpus setting to pernmt energency access to both | aw enforcenent
authorities and energency responders froman exterior |ocation desig-
nated by such board or chancellor in collaboration with local |aw
enforcenent authorities, provided that such requirenent shall be waived
if the board of education or trustees of the public school district,
non-public school or educational institution, board of cooperative
education services, county vocational education and extension board, or
chancellor of the city school district of the city of New York nmintains
a witten agreenment with |local |aw enforcenent authorities acknow edgi ng
and approving a determ nation to exclude one or nore prescribed exterior
master key boxes fromtheir school safety plan.

(b) The board of education or trustees of a public school district,
non-public school or educational institution, board of cooperative
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education services, county vocational education and extension board, or
chancellor of the city school district of the city of New York shal
collaborate with | aw enforcenent authorities to consider including the
following itens in any master key boxes installed in accordance with
their school safety plan:

(i) Master external and internal keys;

(ii) Access cards;

(iii) Maps of the school buildings.

2. Fach master key box shall neet the basic conmercial applications
standard for antitheft alarns and devices as prescribed under the under-
witers |aboratories standard UL 1037.

8 2. Paragraph f of subdivision 2 of section 2801-a of the education
| aw, as anended by chapter 227 of the laws of 2022, is anended to read
as follows:

f. policies and procedures relating to school building security,
i ncludi ng where appropriate the use of school safety officers and/or
security devices or procedures. District-w de school safety teans shal
consider, as part of its reviews of the conprehensive district-wde
safety plan, the installation of a panic alarmsystem_ and shall, in the
absence of a witten agreement with |ocal |law enforcenment authorities to
the contrary, include installation of one or nbre exterior secure naster
key boxes in accordance wth section four hundred nine-o of this
chapter. For purposes of this paragraph, "panic alarmsysteni shall nean
a silent security system signal generated by the nmanual activation of a
device intended to signal a Ilife-threatening or energency situation
requiring a response fromlocal |aw enforcenent or, in the case of a
school building located in a nunicipality in which there is no municipa
police department, a location designated by the superintendent of state
police and may include one or nore of the following: wired panic button
or buttons, wreless panic button or buttons or a nobile or conputer
application

§ 3. Paragraph c of subdivision 3 of section 2801-a of the education
law, as anmended by section 1 of part B of chapter 54 of the | aws of
2016, is anmended to read as foll ows:

c. floor plans, blueprints, schematics or other maps of the schoo
interior, school grounds and road maps of the i medi ate surrounding area
and, if applicable, the location and contents of any exterior naster key
box installed on school grounds or at any instructional school building
operated in a non-canpus setting;

8§ 4. Subdivision 6-c of section 3602 of the education |law, as anended
by chapter 1 of the laws of 2013, and paragraph b as anmended by section
9 of part A of chapter 56 of the laws of 2023, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

6-c. a. Building aid for nmetal detectors, [anrd] security caneras
safety devices for electrically operated partitions, room dividers and
doors, and exterior master key boxes. In addition to the apportionments
payable to a school district pursuant to subdivision six of this
section, the commissioner is hereby authorized to apportion to any
school district additional building aid pursuant to this subdivision for
its approved expenditures in the base year for the purchase of station-
ary nmetal detectors, security caneras, safety devices for electrically
operated partitions and roomdividers required pursuant to section four
hundred nine-f of this <chapter, exterior nmmster key boxes required
pursuant to section four hundred nine-o of this chapter, or other secu-
rity devices approved by the conm ssioner that increase the safety of
students and school personnel, provided, however, that funds apportioned
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to school districts pursuant to this section shall not supplant funds
for existing district expenditures or for existing contractual obli-
gations of the district for stationary netal detectors, security
cameras, partition and roomdivider safety devices, exterior naster key
boxes, or security devices. Portable or hand held netal detectors shal

not be eligible for aid pursuant to this subdivision. Such additiona
aid shall equal the product of the building aid ratio conputed for use
in the current year pursuant to paragraph c of subdivision six of this
section and the actual approved expenditures incurred in the base year

pursuant to this subdivision, provided that the Ilimtations on cost
al |l owances prescribed by paragraph a of subdivision six of this section
shall not apply. The conm ssioner shall annually prescribe a special

cost allowance for netal detectors, [and] security canmeras, and exterior
master key boxes, and the approved expenditures shall not exceed such
cost allowance. The conm ssioner shall annually prescribe a special cost
al lowance for partition and room divider safety devices, and the
approved expenditures shall not exceed such cost all owance.

b. For projects approved by the conm ssioner authorized to receive
additional building aid pursuant to this subdivision for the purchase of
stationary nmetal detectors, security cameras, exterior nmaster key boxes,
or other security devices approved by the conm ssioner that increase the
safety of students and school personnel, provided that for purposes of
thi s paragraph such other security devices shall be limted to el ectron-
ic security systens and hardened doors, and provided that for projects
approved by the comm ssioner on or after the first day of July two thou-
sand thirteen such additional aid shall equal the product of (i) the
building aid ratio conputed for wuse in the current year pursuant to
paragraph ¢ of subdivision six of this section plus ten percentage
points, except that in no case shall this anpbunt exceed one hundred
percent, and (ii) the actual approved expenditures incurred in the base
year pursuant to this subdivision, provided that the limtations on cost
al | onances prescribed by paragraph a of subdivision six of this section
shall not apply, and provided further that any projects aided under this
paragraph nmust be included in a district's school safety plan. The
comm ssi oner shall annually prescribe a special cost allowance for netal
detectors, [anrd] security caneras, and exterior nmaster key boxes, and
the approved expenditures shall not exceed such cost all owance.

8 5. This act shall take effect the first of July next succeeding the
date on which it shall becone a | aw




