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STATE OF NEW YORK

9246

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Novenber 7, 2025

Introduced by M of A DI PIETRO -- read once and referred to the Comrt-
tee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to Bible literacy courses
in public schools

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 819 to
read as foll ows:

8 819. Course of instruction on Bible |literacy. 1. The conmi ssioner
shall pronulgate regulations to establish elective social studies cours-
es of study on the Hebrew Scriptures, O d Testanent of the Bible, the
New Testanment of the Bible or the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testa-
nent of the Bible.

2. The purpose of a course of study under this section is to:

(a) teach students know edge of biblical content, characters, poetry,
and narratives that are prerequisites to understanding contenporary
society and culture, including literature, art, nmusic, nores, oratory,
and public policy; and

(b) famliarize students with, as applicable:

(i) the contents of the Hebrew Scriptures or New Testanent;

(ii) the history of the Hebrew Scriptures or New Test anent

(iii) the literary style and structure of the Hebrew Scriptures or New
Testanent ; and

(iv) the influence of the Hebrew Scriptures or New Testament on | aw,
history, governnent, literature, art, nusic, custons, nprals, values,
and culture.

3. A student shall not be required to use a specific translation as
the sole text of the Hebrew Scriptures or New Testanent and nmay use as
the basic textbook a different translation of the Hebrew Scriptures or
New Testanent fromthat chosen by the school district.
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4. The conm ssioner shall include the course standards in the program
of studies for public schools, including the teacher qualifications and
required professional devel opnent.

5. A course offered under this section shall follow applicable |aw and
all federal and state guidelines in maintaining religious neutrality and
accommpdating the diverse religious views, traditions, and perspectives
of students in the school. A course under this section shall not
endorse, favor, or pronpte, or disfavor or show hostility toward, any
particular religion or nonreligious faith or religious perspective. The
conm ssioner, in conplying with this section, shall not violate any
provision of the United States Constitution or federal law, the New York
Constitution or any state law, or any adm nistrative regulations of the
United States Departnent of Education or the departnent.

6. Any school district may authorize the display of historic arti-
facts, monunents, synbols, and texts, including but not limted to reli-
gious materials, in conjunction with a course of study that includes an
elective course in history, civilization, ethics, conparative religion
literature, or other subject area that uses such artifacts, nonunents,
synbols, and texts as instructional nmaterial if the display is appropri-
ate to the overall educational purpose of the course.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




