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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Cct ober 17, 2025

Introduced by M of A LAVINE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the town law, in relation to prohibiting towns from
assi gni ng sidewal k nai nt enance obligations to private property owners
in certain instances

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 200-a of the town | aw, as anended by chapter 25 of
the laws of 1980, the closing paragraph as added by chapter 255 of the
laws of 1991, is amended to read as fol | ows:

§ 200-a. Construction and repair of sidewal ks pursuant to order of
town board. 1. Whenever the town board shall have adopted an ordi nhance
rule or regulation pursuant to the provisions of article nine of this
chapter, describing how sidewal ks shall be built in such town, the town
board may adopt orders fromtinme to tinme, directing the owners of the
respective lots and parcels of land abutting on any street, or, in towns
of the first class, wth the consent of the county superintendent of
hi ghways or the state conm ssioner of transportation, as the case nay
be, abutting on a county or state highway within the town, along which
it is desired that sidewal ks be built, relaid or repaired, to construct
the same to conformwi th such ordinance, rule or regulation, and specify
the time within which the sane shall be done. The town clerk shall give
notice thereof by certified nmail addressed to each such owner at [his]
their address as it appears upon the assessnent roll of such town or, in
the alternative, by publication of a notice thereof in the official
paper at |east twice, the first publication of which shall be at | east
fifteen days before the tine specified for the conpletion of the work.
If, wthin the time prescribed in the order and notice, the sidewal ks
required to be built, relaid or repaired shall not have been so built,
relaid or repaired, then the board nay cause the sane to be done and
audit and pay the expense of doing the sane and assess the expense ther-
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eof against the property benefited as a whole, or any five or |ess annu-
al installnents, in the same manner as street inprovenents constructed
pursuant to section two hundred of this [chapter] article.

2. |If such expense be assessed in installments, there shall be
assessed as part of each installnment, except the first, as interest, an
anount not exceeding six per cent of such installnent such rate to be
fixed by the town board in the order providing for the assessnment. The
provi sions of |law applicable to the sale of tax liens shall apply to any
unpai d assessed installnment with the interest thereon in the same manner
as though such installment and interest had been assessed as an assess-
ment payable as a whol e. Unassessed installnments shall be prepayable at
any time wth interest conputed thereon at the aforesaid rate fromthe
date of assessnment of the first installment to the date of paynent of
the particular installnment.

3. |If such expense be assessed as a whole and the town board resol -
ution assessing such expense against a particular piece of property
shall so provide, the assessnent agai nst such property nmay be paid in

five or less annual installments on the dates fixed by such resolution
with interest, not exceeding six per cent of each such installment,
fixed by such resol ution.

4. The town board may adopt a local |aw apportioning the expense of
building, relaying or repairing any sidewal k within such town between
the town and owners of the respective lots and parcels of land abutting
any street or county or state highway within the town along which it is
desired that sidewal ks be built, relaid or repaired;, provided that a
town board shall not adopt any ordinance, rule or regulation assigning
si dewal kK mai nt enance obligations to property owners where such sidewal k
adjoins a county highway, or where the sidewalk is not directly accessi-
ble fromsuch owner's property.

8 2. Subdivision 4 of section 130 of the town law is anended to read
as foll ows:

4. Sidewal ks. Regul ating the manner of construction, reconstruction
and repair of sidewalks, the materials to be used, the grades and the
wi dt hs thereof and prohibiting any construction, reconstruction or
repair which does not conply with such regul ations; requiring the owner
and occupant of prem ses abutting on any street where a sidewalk has
been laid, except a sidewalk abutting a county highway or where the
sidewal k is not directly accessible fromsuch owner's property, to Kkeep
the sidewalk in front of such prenises, free and clear fromsnow, ice
dirt and other obstructions and upon default thereof provide for the
renmoval thereof at the expense of the owners of such prenises and that
such charge shall becone a lien upon the prem ses benefited thereby,
until paid.

§ 3. This act shall take i mediately.




