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STATE OF NEW YORK

9139

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Cctober 17, 2025

Introduced by M of A KASSAY, SCH AVONI, O PHARROW STERN, LAVINE
GRIFFIN -- read once and referred to the Conmmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to enacting the
"New York traffic reduction act™

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "New York traffic reduction act".

8 2. The vehicle and traffic lawis anended by adding a new section
224-b to read as follows:

8 224-Db. Establishnent of the New York clean pass program 1. The
commi ssioner of notor vehicles, in consultation with the conm ssi oner of
transportation, shall establish and adnmi nister a programto be known as
the "New York clean pass progrant, authorizing eligible vehicles to
operate in designated high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) |anes, notw thstand-
ing vehicle occupancy.

2. Vehicles eligible for participation shall include those classified
as |l owenm ssion, energy-efficient, plug-in hybrid electric, or battery
electric vehicles, consistent with criteria established pursuant to 23
U.S.C 8§ 166 and requl ations adopted thereafter. The conmi ssioner nmay by
requlation update eligibility criteria to reflect changes in federa
| aw, advances in technology, or updated enissions standards.

3. The conmi ssioner shall issue pernits, decals, or other indicia for
eligible vehicles, and nmay prescribe an application process and fee to
cover adnmnistrative costs.

(a) The commi ssioner shall retain autonony to establish, npdify, and
enforce programrules consistent with this section.

(b) Fees collected pursuant to this programshall be deposited in the
dedi cat ed hi ghway and bridge trust fund

4. (a) The conm ssioner of transportation, in consultation wth the
commi ssioner _of notor vehicles, may designate state-maintained roadways

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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or segnents thereof where the clean pass program shall apply, including
but not limted to the Long Island Expressway HOV | anes.

(b) The conmissioner of transportation shall provide for appropriate
signage and narkings to give effect to such designations.

5. (a) The state police and any other authorized | aw enforcenent offi-
cers shall enforce conpliance with this section and wth regulations

adopt ed t her eunder.
b) Unaut horized use of clean pass |anes shall be subject to fines and

penalties as prescribed by the conm ssioner through regul ation.

6. The commissioner of notor vehicles, in consultation with the
conm ssioner of transportation, shall submit a biennial report to the
governor and the legislature evaluating program participation, enforce-
nent. environnental inpacts, and recommendations for expansion or
nodi fi cation.

7. (a) For purposes of admnistering the clean pass program on any
hi gh- occupancy vehicle facility constructed, operated, or nmintained
with federal-aid highway funds, the departnent of transportation shal
ensure conpliance with the 23 U S.C § 166

(b) M ninmum average operating speed shall have the neaning set forth
in 23 USC § 166 (d)(2)(A). and shall be forty-five nmles per hour
where the posted speed limt is fifty mles per hour or greater, and not
nore than ten nmiles per hour below the posted speed |inmt where the
posted speed limt is less than fifty mles per hour.

(c) An HOV facility shall be considered degraded if vehicles operating
on the facility fail to maintain the m ninum average operating speed
ninety percent of the tine over a consecutive one hundred eighty day
period during norning or eveni ng weekday peak hours.

8. The departnent of transportation shall continuously nonitor and
assess the operating performance of each designated HOV facility on
which clean pass access is authorized, including inpacts to adjacent
general purpose |anes; shall enforce lane rules; and shall publish at
|l east annually a public report summarizing performance, conpliance, and
any corrective neasures taken to maintain or restore conpliance wth
subdi vi sion seven of this section, consistent with 23 U S.C 8 166(d)(1).

9.(a) No later than one hundred eighty days after a facility is deter-
nmned to be degraded pursuant to subdivision seven of this section, the
public authority with jurisdiction shall subnit to the Federal Hi ghway
Adm nistration a plan detailing actions it will take to restore conpli-
ance with the mnimum average operating speed performance standard, as
required by 23 U S.C 166(d) (1) (D).

(b) The restoration plan nmay include but not be limted to, increasing
occupancy requirenents; limting or discontinuing clean pass access,
i ncl udi ng suspendi ng new decal s, capping the nunber of active decals, or
inposing tine-of-day restrictions; adjusting access rules by class of
eligible vehicle; inplenenting operational inprovenents; and, where
applicable on tolled or priced facilities, varying tolls to nanage
demand.

(c) Pending Federal Hi ghway Adninistration approval of the restoration
plan, the commissioner of transportation shall inplenent reasonable
interimneasures to inprove operating performnce, which nmay include
tenporary suspension of clean pass access of the affected facility or
segnent.

10. Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize operation
of the clean pass programon any facility in a nanner inconsistent with
23 U S.C 8 166 or other applicable federal law or requlation. |If
required by the Federal H ghway Adninistration to maintain conpliance or
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eligibility for federal-aid highway funding, the conm ssioner of trans-
portation, in consultation with the conmi ssioner, shall nmodify, limt,
or suspend clean pass access on the affected facility, and the conm s-
sioner of notor vehicles shall take corresponding adninistrative actions
wWith respect to pernmits or decals.

8§ 3. Severability. |If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect, inpair, or
i nval i date the renmai nder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation
to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part thereof
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent shall have
been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the legislature
that this act would have been enacted even if such invalid provisions
had not been included herein.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have beconme a Ilaw, provided, however, that this act shall be deened
repealed if any federal agency determines in witing that this act would
render New York state ineligible for the receipt of federal funds or any
court of conmpetent jurisdiction finally determines that this act would
render New York state out of conpliance with federal |aw or regulation
and provided further that the conm ssioner of transportation shall noti-
fy the legislative bill drafting comm ssion upon the occurrence of the
provisions of this act in order that the comm ssion may naintain an
accurate and tinely effective data base of the official text of the |aws
of the state of New York in furtherance of effectuating the provisions
of section 44 of the legislative |aw and section 70-b of the public
of ficers | aw Effective immediately, the addition, anendnent and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.




