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STATE OF NEW YORK

8984

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

August 13, 2025

Introduced by M of A BICHOTTE HERMELYN -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anmend the judiciary law, in relation to enacting the "dock
Shoul d Stop Act”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the "dock
Shoul d Stop Act”.

8§ 2. Legislative intent. On Wdnesday, July 30, 2025, a young wonman
taking the New York State bar examat a location at Hofstra University
suddenly suffered an apparent heart attack shortly before the schedul ed
I unch break. The wonan collapsed onto the floor, suffered inpaired
breat hing, and turned blue. Energency hel p was sumoned and subsequent -
ly, Hofstra Public Safety officers provided |ife-saving enmergency care
to the worman, including CPR and defibrillation, until paranmedics arrived
and transported the wonan to a nearby hospital. It has been reported
that there was a delay in seeking assistance for the young wonan.

Multiple other bar exam nation takers were present during the inci-
dent. Despite the occurrence of this nedical energency, the norning
session of the bar examnation was not halted. The exam nation was
allowed to continue to the conclusion of the norning session, at which
time the other exam nation-takers were allowed to | eave the room These
same individuals were required to return to the scene of the energency
an hour |ater and conplete the afternoon session of the exam nation.

The legislature finds that there is a need to establish protocols to
address nedical or other emergencies that occur during the admnis-
tration of the New York State bar exam nation. These protocols should
address neasures taken to render assistance to an injured or ill person,
and address other conditions of the emergency, as well as nmeasures to
provide testing accompdations to other examnination-takers affected by
t he energency.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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§ 3. The judiciary law is anended by adding a new section 460-a to
read as foll ows:

8 460-a. Special arrangenents due to energency. 1. The state board of
| aw exami ners shall provide protocols for

(a) addressing energencies that occur immediately prior to or during
the adnmnistration of the bar exanination, including during any routine-
|l v schedul ed lunch breaks; and

b roviding testing acconmmbdations for persons who have applied for
exanmi nation for adm ssion to practice as an attorney and counsellor-at-
law and who are the subject of, are witness to or are affected by the
ener gency or energencies.

2. As used in this section, "energency"” includes:

(a) the nedical energency of a person who has applied for examnation
for adnmi ssion to practice as an attorney and counsellor-at-I|aw

(b) acrimnal incident that directly and materially affects an exam
ination |ocation or the admnistration of the exam nation; and

c) any natural or man-nade disaster as contenplated by section twent
of the executive law that directly and naterially affects an exam hation
location or the adninistration of the exani nation.

3. The protocols required by this section shall include procedures to:

(a) (i) imediately seek nedical assistance for any person who suffers
illness or a physical injury as a result of the energency;

(ii) allow for the use of cell phones by exam nation proctors to be
used for the purpose of summbni ng energency assistance; and

(iii) mandate an imediate pause of the examination tinmer when an
energency is reported or observed, without delay, to uphold exam nee
wel fare and preserve the integrity of the testing process;

(b) ensure the pronpt reporting of the incident, and to the extent
possible, the safety of persons present in the [ocation of the energen-
cy: and

(c) provide testing accommbdations for persons taking the exam nation
in the sane |ocation who were affected by the occurrence of the energen-
cy. including:

(i) providing additional tine to conplete the portion of the exam na-
tion during which the energency occurred to conpensate for any tine |ost
as a result of the energency or a response to the energency;

(ii) allowing credit for those portions of the exam that were
conpleted prior to the occurrence of the energency; and

(iii) allowng affected persons to re-take the examnation, or a
portion thereof, at no additional fee and w thout penalty wthin six
nmonths fromoriginal exam date

4. (a) Any person provided a testing acconmopdati on under paragraph (c)
of subdivision three of this section shall be required to provide proof
of attendance at the examination at the location where and on the date
when the energency occurred.

(b) If a person elects to conplete the exam nation on the date of the
energency, a testing acconmmpdation shall be allowed under paragraph (c)
of subdivision three of this section only in the event that the person
fails the exanination due to such person's score on the portion of the
exam nation during which the energency occurred or a subsequent portion
of the exam nation conpleted on the sane date.

(c) No person shall be allowed nbre than one testing accommbdation
under this section.

5. The retaking of an exam nation or any portion thereof pursuant to
this section shall not be deened to constitute an examnation for
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purposes of the limt specified under section 6000.4(c) of the rules of
the state board of |aw exam ners

6. The state board of |aw exam ners shall render an annual report on
the nunber of |aw exam nees receiving testing accommmdati ons pursuant to
this section, if any, and the types of testing accommbdati ons provi ded.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becomre a law, and shall apply to New York State bar exam nations
adm ni stered on and after such effective date. Effective imediately,
the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation neces-
sary for the inplementation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




