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STATE OF NEW YORK

8725

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

June 2, 2025

Introduced by M of A JACOBSON -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Governmental Enployees

AN ACT to amend the retirenent and social security law, in relation to
disability retirement benefits for the presunption of cancer affecting
t he endocrine and thyroid systens and Parkinson's Disease for certain
firefighters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 63-h of the retirenment and social security law, as
added by chapter 533 of the laws of 2021, is amended to read as foll ows:
8 63-h. Certain inmpairnments of health; presunption. a. Any nenber of
the retirenment system enployed by the division of mlitary and naval

affairs shall be eligible to retire pursuant to the provisions of this
section if [he—ershe] such nenber is an airport firefighter apprentice
airport firefighter 1, airport firefighter Il, airport firefighter 1l

or training and safety officer.

b. Notwi thstanding any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special law to the contrary, any condition of inpairnent of health
caused by: (1) diseases of the heart; or (2) any (i) nelanoma or (ii)
condition of cancer affecting the lynphatic, digestive, henatological
urinary, neurological, breast, reproductive, endocrine, thyroid, or
prostate systems resulting in disability to a nenber covered by this
section, presently enployed, who successfully passed a physical exani na-
tion on entry into service as an airport firefighter apprentice, airport
firefighter I, airport firefighter Il, airport firefighter Il or train-
ing and safety officer which examnation failed to reveal evidence of
any di sease or other inpairnent of the heart or such nelanoma or condi-
tion, shall be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the perform
ance and discharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent
evi dence and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirenent
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al l owance equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this
title, subject to the provisions of section sixty-four of this title.

c. Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special law to the contrary, any condition of inpairment of health
caused by diseases of the lung, resulting in disability to a nenber
covered by this section, presently enployed, who successfully passed a
physi cal exanmination on entry into service as an airport firefighter
apprentice, airport firefighter I, airport firefighter Il, airport fire-
fighter 111 or training and safety officer, which examnation failed to
di scl ose evidence of any disease or other inpairnment of the lung, shal
be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the performance and
discharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent evidence
and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirenent allowance
equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this title,
subject to the provisions of section sixty-four of this title.

d. Notwi thstanding any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special law to the contrary, any condition of inpairment of health
caused by Parkinson's Disease resulting in total or partial disability
or death to a nenber covered by this section, presently enployed, who
successfully passed a physical exanination on entry into service as an
airport firefighter apprentice, airport firefighter I, airport fire-
fighter 11, airport firefighter IIl or training and safety officer,
whi ch exami nation failed to reveal any evidence of such condition, shal
be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the perfornmance and
di scharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent evidence
and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirenment all owance
equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this title,
subject to the provisions of section sixty-four of this title.

e. After the filing of an application such nenber shall be given one
or nore nedical examinations. |If the conptroller determnes that the
menber is physically or nentally incapacitated for the performance of
duty and ought to be retired for performance of duty disability, such
menber shall be so retired. Such retirenent shall be effective as of a
date approved by the conmptroller.

[e-] f. If the nmenber, at the tine of the filing of such application,
is eligible for a service retirement benefit, then and in that event,
such menber may sinultaneously file an application for service retire-
ment, provided that the nenber indicates on the application for service
retirenent that such application is filed wthout prejudice to the
application for performance of duty disability retirenent.

8§ 2. Section 607-k of the retirement and social security |law, as added
by chapter 533 of the laws of 2021, is anended to read as follows:

§ 607-k. Certain inmpairments of health; presunption. a. Any menber of
the retirenent system enployed by the division of nilitary and naval

affairs shall be eligible to retire pursuant to the provisions of this
section if [he—er—she] such nenber is an airport firefighter apprentice,
airport firefighter |, airport firefighter Il, airport firefighter 11

or training and safety officer.

b. Notw thstanding any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special law to the contrary, any condition of inpairnment of health
caused by: (1) diseases of the heart; or (2) any (i) nelanoma or (ii)
condition of cancer affecting the |ynphatic, digestive, henatol ogical,
urinary, neurological, breast, reproductive, endocrine, thyroid, or
prostate systenms resulting in disability to a nenber covered by this
section, presently enployed, who successfully passed a physical exani na-
tion on entry into service as an airport firefighter apprentice, airport
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firefighter I, airport firefighter I, airport firefighter Il or train-
ing and safety officer which examnation failed to reveal evidence of
any di sease or other inpairnent of the heart or such nelanoma or condi-
tion, shall be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the perform
ance and discharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent
evi dence and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirenent
al  owance equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this
chapter, subject to the provisions of sections sixty-three and sixty-
four of this chapter

c. Notwi thstandi ng any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special law to the contrary, any condition of inpairment of health
caused by diseases of the lung, resulting in disability to a nenber
covered by this section, presently enployed, who successfully passed a
physi cal examination on entry into service as an airport firefighter
apprentice, airport firefighter I, airport firefighter Il, airport fire-
fighter 11l or training and safety officer, which exam nation failed to
di scl ose evidence of any disease or other inpairnent of the lung, shal
be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the performance and
di scharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent evidence
and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirement allowance
equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this chapter
subj ect to the provisions of section sixty-four of this chapter.

d. Notwi thstanding any provision of this chapter or of any general or
special law to the contrary, any condition of inpairnment of health
caused by Parkinson's Disease resulting in total or partial disability
or death to a nenber covered by this section, presently enployed, who
successfully passed a physical exanm nation on entry into service as an
airport firefighter apprentice, airport firefighter I, airport fire-
fighter 11, airport firefighter 111 or training and safety officer,
whi ch exanmination failed to reveal any evidence of such condition, shal
be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in the performnce and
discharge of duty, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent evidence
and shall be paid a performance of duty disability retirenment all owance
equal to that which is provided in section sixty-three of this chapter,
subject to the provisions of section sixty-four of this chapter.

e. After the filing of an application such nmenber shall be given one
or nore nedical exam nations. |If the conptroller determnes that the
menber is physically or nmentally incapacitated for the performance of
duty and ought to be retired for performance of duty disability, such
menber shall be so retired. Such retirenent shall be effective as of a
date approved by the conptroller.

[e-<] f. If the nenber, at the time of the filing of such application,
is eligible for a service retirenent benefit, then and in that event,
such nenber rmay sinultaneously file an application for service retire-
ment, provided that the nmenber indicates on the application for service
retirenent that such application is filed wthout prejudice to the
application for performance of duty disability retirenent.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.

FI SCAL NOTE. - - Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50:

This bill would provide an accidental disability presunption to
airport firefighters who contract cancer affecting the endocrine/thyroid
system or inpairnents of health related to Parkinson's D sease, result-
ing in disability or death.

Insofar as this bill affects the New York State and Local Enployees
Retirement System (NYSLERS), this legislation would Iead to nore disa-
bilities and deaths being classified as "accidental." The <cost wll
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depend upon the applicant's age, service, salary, plan, and any benefit
type ot herw se payabl e.

Benefit prior None O di nary Perf. of Servi ce O di nary
to enact nent Di sab. Duty Reti rement Deat h
NYSLERS cost 10 times 5.5 tines 3 tines 2 times 4.5 tinmes
of proposal: sal ary sal ary sal ary sal ary sal ary

Further, we anticipate there could be some admnistrative costs to
i mpl ement the provisions of this |egislation.

Al costs arising fromthis bill would be shared by the State of New
York and all the participating enployers in NYSLERS

Summary of rel evant resources:

Menbership data as of March 31, 2024 was used in nmeasuring the inpact
of the proposed change, the same data used in the April 1, 2024 actuari -
al valuation. Distributions and other statistics can be found in the
2024 Report of the Actuary and the 2024 Annual Conprehensive Fi nanci al
Report. The actuarial assunptions and nmethods used are described in the
2024 Annual Report to the Conptroller on Actuarial Assunptions, and the
Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York: Audit and
Control. The Market Assets and GASB Di scl osures are found in the March
31, 2024 New York State and Local Retirement System Financial Statenents
and Suppl enentary | nformation.

This fiscal note does not constitute a |l egal opinion on the viability
of the proposed change nor is it intended to serve as a substitute for
the professional judgnent of an attorney.

This estimate, dated My 15, 2025, and intended for use only during
the 2025 Legislative Session, is Fiscal Note No. 2025-151. As Chi ef
Actuary of the New York State and Local Retirement System |, Aaron
Schottin Young, hereby certify that this analysis conplies with applica-
bl e Actuarial Standards of Practice as well as the Code of Professiona
Conduct and Qualification Standards for Actuaries Issuing Statenents of
Actuarial Opinion of the Anerican Acadeny of Actuaries, of which |l am a
nmenber .



