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STATE OF NEW YORK

8703

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 30, 2025

Introduced by M of A MMGNARELLI -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to school bus
stop-arm caneras; and to amend the general nunicipal law, in relation
to the establishnent of traffic violations bureaus

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs 1, 1-a and 2 of subdivision (a) of section
1174-a of the vehicle and traffic law, as anmended by section 1 of part
AA of chapter 56 of the | aws of 2024, are anmended to read as foll ows:

1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a county, city, town or
village located within a school district ("district") is hereby author-
i zed and enpowered to adopt and anmend a local |[aw or ordinance applica-
ble to all roadways within its boundaries establishing a denmonstration
program i nposing nonetary liability on the owner of a vehicle for fail-
ure of an operator thereof to conply with subdivision (a) of section
el even hundred seventy-four of this article when neeting a school bus
mar ked and equi pped as provided in subdivisions twenty and twenty-one-c
of section three hundred seventy-five of this chapter and operated in
such county, city, town or village, in accordance with the provisions of
this section. Such denonstration program shall enmpower such county,
city, town or village to install and operate school bus photo violation
monitoring systenms which may be stationary or nobile, and which rmay be
installed, pursuant to an agreenment with [a] any school district wthin
such county, city, town or village, on school buses owned and operated
by such school district or privately owed and operated for conpensation
under contract with [sueh] a district. Provided, however, that (a) no
stationary school bus photo violation nonitoring system shall be
installed or operated by a county, city, town or village except on road-
ways under the jurisdiction of such county, city, town or village, and
(b) no nobile school bus photo violation nonitoring systemshall be
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install ed [ e+—eperated] on any such school buses unless such county,
city, town or village and [sueh] a district enter into an agreenent for
such installation [and—eperation].

l-a. Any county, city, town or village, located within a school
district, that has adopted a local law or ordinance pursuant to this
section establishing a denobnstration programinposing liability on the
owner of a vehicle for failure of an operator thereof to conply wth
subdivision (a) of section eleven hundred seventy-four of this article
when neeting a school bus marked and equi pped as provided in subdivi-
sions twenty and twenty-one-c of section three hundred seventy-five of
this chapter and operated in such county, «city, town or village may
enter into an agreenment with [the] an applicable school district for the
i nstall ati on, maintenance and use of school bus photo violation nonitor-
ing systems on school buses pursuant to this section and section twen-
ty-two of the chapter of the laws of two thousand nineteen which added
this section, for the proper handling and custody of photographs, mcro-
phot ogr aphs, vi deotapes, other recorded i mages and data produced by such
systems, and for the forwarding of such photographs, n crophotographs,
vi deot apes, other recorded i mages and data to the applicable county,
city, town or village. Any agreenent entered into hereunder shall be
approved by each participating county, city, town or village by a major-
ity vote of the voting strength of its governing body and by resolution
of [t+he] a district pursuant to section sixteen hundred four, section
sevent een hundred nine, section twenty-five hundred three, section twen-
ty-five hundred fifty-four or section twenty-five hundred ninety-h of
the education law, as applicable. Provided, however, that where a
district has entered an agreenent as provided hereunder with a county,
no cities, towns or villages within the sane county may enter into, or
be a party to, any agreement wth such district pursuant to this
section. Provided further, however, that no county shall enter an agree-
ment with any city school district wholly contained within a city. Noth-
ing in this section shall be construed to prevent a county, city, town,
village or district at any tinme to withdraw fromor term nate an agree-
ment entered pursuant to this section and section twenty-two of chapter
one hundred forty-five of the laws of two thousand ni neteen which added
this section.

2. Any imge or images captured by school bus photo violation nonitor-
ing systenms shall be inadmissible in any disciplinary proceeding
convened by any school district or any school bus contractor thereof,
and any proceeding initiated by the departnent involving licensure priv-
il eges of school bus operators. Any school bus photo violation nonitor-
i ng device nounted on a school bus shall be directed outwardly from such
school bus to capture inmages of vehicles operated in violation of subdi-
vision (a) of section eleven hundred seventy-four of this article, and
except as provided by section eleven hundred eleven-c of this title,
i mges produced by such device shall not be used for any other purpose.

8§ 2. Subdivision (c) of section 1174-a of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as added by chapter 145 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(c) For purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the
followi ng neanings: "adnministrative tribunal” shall nean a traffic
violations bureau established pursuant to section three hundred seventy
of the general nunicipal |aw where the violation occurred or the court
havi ng jurisdiction over traffic infractions where the violation
occurred, except that if a city has established an admi nistrative tribu-
nal to hear and deternmine conplaints of traffic infractions constituting
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parking, standing or stopping violations such city may, by local |aw,
aut hori ze such adjudication by such tribunal; "court having jurisdiction
over traffic violations where the violation occurred" shall nean the
departnment of notor vehicles; "county" shall have the neani ng provi ded
in section three of the county law, except that such term shall not
include any county wholly contained within a city; "manual on uniform
traffic control devices" or "MJTCD' shall nmean the manual and specifica-
tions for a uniformsystemof traffic control devices naintained by the
conmi ssioner of transportation pursuant to section sixteen hundred
eighty of this chapter; "hearing officer" shall nean a hearing officer
judicial hearing officer, admnistrative law judge or local court
justice, as applicable; "owner" shall have the meaning provided in arti -
cle two-B of this chapter; "school district” shall have the sane meaning
as "educational agency" as provided in section two-d of the education
law, and "school bus photo violation nonitoring systenf’ shall nmean a
device that is capable of operating independently of an enforcenent
officer which is installed to work in conjunction with a school bus
stop-arm and which automatically produces two or nore photographs, two
or nore mcrophotographs, a videotape or other recorded i nages of a
vehicle at the tine it is used or operated in violation of subdivision
(a) of section eleven hundred seventy-four of this article.

8 3. Paragraph 2 of subdivision (g) of section 1174-a of the vehicle
and traffic law, as anmended by section 4 of part AA of chapter 56 of the
| aws of 2024, is anmended to read as foll ows:

2. Anotice of liability shall at a mninum contain the followng
information:

(i) the nane and address of the person alleged to be liable as an
owner for a violation of subdivision (a) of section eleven hundred
seventy-four of this article pursuant to this section[+] .

(i) the registration nunber of the vehicle involved in such
violation[+] .

(iii) the location where such violation took place[+] .

(iv) the date and tinme of such violation[+] .

(v) the identification nunber of the school bus photo violation noni-
toring system which recorded the violation or other docunent |ocator
nunber [ —ard] .

(vi) the registration nunber of the school bus on which the school bus
photo violation nonitoring system which recorded the violation was
installed[ -] .

(vii) the instructions for paynent, noting that paynent is deenmed an
adm ssion of liability;

(viii) the information advising the person charged of the manner and
the time in which such person may contest the liability alleged in the
notice within thirty-seven days of receipt, which may include an in-per-
son hearing in accordance with the provisions of subdivision (h) of this
section, and at the discretion of the admnistrative tribunal, may also
include options for contestation by mail through submi ssion of a witten
expl anation or an online video conference hearing; and

(ix) the warning to advise the persons charged that failure to contest
in the manner and tinme provided shall be deenmed an admi ssion of liabil-
ity and that a default judgnent may be entered thereon or an entity may
be directed to collect penalties in the form of debt.

8 4. Paragraph 3 of subdivision (g) of section 1174-a of the vehicle
and traffic law, as added by chapter 145 of the |aws of 2019, is anended
to read as follows:
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-] Failure to
contain all information in paragraph two of this subdivision on the
notice of liability shall subject the notice of liability to dism ssal
For the purposes of this section, the notice of liability containing the
information set forth in paragraph two of this subdivision shall be
deened sufficient to initiate proceedings in accordance with the proce-
dures set forth in this subdivision and subdivision (h) of this section.

8 5. Subdivision (h) of section 1174-a of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as added by chapter 145 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as
foll ows:

(h) [Ad

—] Notwi t hstandi ng any other provision of |aw
adjudi cation of the liability inposed upon owners by this section who
have submitted a request to contest liability shall be by the admninis-
trative tribunal designated by the county, city, town or village which
has established the denbnstrati on program

(i) Wthin thirty-seven days of receipt of a tinely request to contest
liability, the county, city, town, or village inposing liability shal
provide a copy of the notice of liability and the request to contest
liability, including the manner for contesting liability selected by the
owner to the applicable admnistrative tribunal which shall thereafter
have jurisdiction over the nmtter. If an in-person hearing is
requested, the administrative tribunal shall set a date for such hear-
ing, and, in its sole discretion, may provide options for the hearing to
be held via online video conference. The admnistrative tribunal or its
desi gnee. which may be any other entity authorized by such county, city,
towmn or village, shall mail a notice of hearing to the owner, which
shall include the date and tine of the hearing. A nmanual or automatic
record of mailing prepared in the ordinary course of business shall be
prima facie evidence of the facts contained therein. In lieu of an
in-person or hearing by online video conference, the administrative
tribunal may., in its discretion, provide the owner an option to chal-
lenge liability through subnmi ssion of a witten explanation

(ii) 1In all manners in which the owner challenges the liability., due
process shall govern the proceedings except that the rules of evidence
shall not apply. The decision of the hearing officer shall be based
upon a preponderance of the evidence. During the hearing, or in prepara-
tion thereof, the hearing officer shall access and review photographs,
m crophot ogr aphs, vi deot apes, other recorded i mges and data produced by
school bus photo violation npnitoring systens in the custody of the
county, city, town or village in which the violation occurred, or any
other entity authorized by such county, city, town or village. The
hearing officer shall also review docunentation which may refute the
liability submtted by the owner contesting the liability.
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(iii) Wthin fourteen business days after the hearing officer has
rendered a decision, a notice of decision shall be prepared and sent by

first class mil to the owner by the administrative tribunal or its
designee. A nanual or automatic record of nmailing prepared in the ordi-
nary course of business shall be prima facie evidence of the facts
contained therein. If the owner is deened liable, such owner shall be
notified of the <civil penalty inposed pursuant to subdivision (e) of

this section and nethods of paynent. Failure to pay within thirty days
of the posted date of the notice shall be deened a default and shal
subject the owner to additional penalties and actions as prescribed in
subdivisions (d) and (e) of this section.

8 6. Subdivision 10 of section 1803 of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as
added by chapter 145 of the laws of 2019, is amended to read as foll ows:

10. Except as ot herwi se provided in paragraph e of subdivision one of
this section, where a county, city, town, or village has established a
denonstration program inposing nonetary liability on the owner of a
vehicle for failure of an operator thereof to conply with section el even
hundred seventy-four of this chapter in accordance with section eleven
hundred seventy-four-a of this chapter, any fine or penalty collected by
a court, judge, mmgistrate or other officer for an inposition of liabil-
ity which occurs within such county, city, town or village pursuant to
such program shall be paid to the state conptroller within the first ten
days of the nonth follow ng collection. Every such paynment shall be
acconpanied by a statement in such formand detail as the conptroller
shall provide. The conptroller shall pay ninety percent of any such fine
or penalty inposed for such liability to the county, city, town, or
village administering the denonstration programin which the violation
giving rise to the liability occurred, and ten percent of any such fine
or penalty to the [e&s i i i i t =

] administrative tribunal, designated by
the county, city, town, or village administering the denonstration
program pursuant to subdivision (h) of section eleven hundred seventy-
four-a of this chapter.

§ 7. Subdivision (h) of section 1180-e of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as added by chapter 421 of the laws of 2021, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(h) Adjudication of the liability inposed upon owners of this section

shall be by a traffic violations bureau established pursuant to section
three hundred seventy of the general nunicipal |aw where the violation
occurred or, if there be none, by the court having jurisdiction over

traffic infractions where the violation occurred, except that if a city
has established an administrative tribunal to hear and deternine
complaints of traffic infractions constituting parking, standing or
stopping violations such city may, by local law, authorize such adjudi-
cation by such tribunal. For courts having jurisdiction over traffic
infractions where the violation occurred that adjudicate liability
i nposed upon owners by this section, a notice of liability wvalidly
inposed in accordance wth subdivision (g) of this section shall be
valid for purposes of such court adjudicating such liability as if it
was a uniformtraffic ticket or sinplified traffic informati on, and such
court shall adjudicate such liability in a manner not inconsistent with
sections two hundred forty and two hundred forty-one of this chapter,
provi ded that subsequent judicial review nmay be sought pursuant to arti-
cle seventy-eight of the civil practice law and rules. Notw thstanding
any inconsistent provision of law, such courts may adjudicate such
liability renotely.
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8 8. Subdivision 1 of section 370 of the general nunicipal |aw, as
added by chapter 496 of the laws of 1990, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. The legislative body of a city, village or town, may by ordi nance
or local law authorize the court having jurisdiction of traffic cases to
establish a traffic violations bureau to assist the court in the dispo-
sition of infractions in relation to traffic violations. Pr ovi ded
additionally, that any |legislative body that has established or estab-
lishes a traffic violations bureau pursuant to this subdivision shal
notify the state conptroller within ninety days of the effective date of
a chapter of the laws of two thousand twenty-five that anmended this
subdivision of the existence of such bureau, and that any legislative
body that elinnates or repeals a traffic violations bureau shall notify
the state conptroller of such elimnation or repeal

8 9. Wthin 180 days of the effective date of this act, the conms-
sioner of motor vehicles, in consultation with the chief adnministrative
judge, shall provide each court and traffic violations bureau within the
state, to the extent such information is available, with a notification
advising such court or bureau of their nmunicipality's obligation to
notify the office of the state conptroller of the existence or continued
operation of a traffic violations bureau, and if such bureau no | onger
ceases to operate, pursuant to section 370 of the general municipal |aw.

8 10. This act shall take effect imrediately, provided that:

(a) The anendnents to paragraphs 1, 1l-a and 2 of subdivision (a),
subdi vision (c), paragraphs 2 and 3 of subdivision (g) and subdivision
(h) of section 1174-a of the vehicle and traffic |aw nmade by sections
one, two, three, four and five respectively of this act shall not affect
the repeal of such paragraphs and shall be deenmed repeal ed therewth;

(b) The anendnments to subdivision 10 of section 1803 of the vehicle
and traffic law made by section six of this act shall not affect the
repeal of such subdivision and shall be deened repeal ed therewith; and

(c) The anendnents to subdivision (h) of section 1180-e of the vehicle
and traffic | aw made by section seven of this act shall not affect the
repeal of such subdivision and shall be deened repeal ed therewth.




