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STATE OF NEW YORK

8653--B

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 22, 2025
Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Agriculture -- reconmitted to the Committee on Agricul-
ture in accordance wth Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said conmittee -- again reported fromsaid comittee wth anend-

ments, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said comittee

AN ACT to anend the general business |law, the agriculture and markets
law, the state finance |aw, and the general nunicipal law, in relation
to pet breeders; and to repeal certain provisions of the general busi-
ness law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 752 of the general business lawis
REPEALED and a new subdivision 3 is added to read as foll ows:

3. "Pet breeder" shall nean any person who breeds aninmals and sells,
or offers to sell, nore than nine aninals per year, born and raised on
such person's prenises, directly to a consuner.

8§ 2. Subdivision 8 of section 752 of the general business lawis
REPEALED.

§ 3. Subdivisions 2 and 5 of section 752 of the general business |aw,
subdi vision 2 as added by chapter 431 of the |aws of 1988, subdivision 5
as added by chapter 259 of the laws of 2000 and such section as renum
bered by chapter 68 of the |aws of 1993, are anended to read as foll ows:

2. "Consunmer" means any individual purchasing an aninmal from a pet
[dealer] breeder. A pet |[dealer] breeder shall not be considered a
consuner

5. "Person" neans any individual, firm corporation, partnership,
associ ation, nunicipality, or other legal entity.

§ 4. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 753-f of the general business
| aw, subdivision 1 as anended and subdivision 2 as added by chapter 35
of the laws of 2023, are anmended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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Except as provided in subdivision two of this section, the transfer of a
dog, cat. or rabbit for profit, including, but not limted to, the sale
offer for sale, lease, offer for |ease, arrangenent, or negotiation of
such animals, is hereby prohibited. No person, firm corporation, part-
nership, or other legal entity shall transfer such aninmals in violation
of this section.

2. [Fhis—seetion] The prohibition on the transfer of dogs, cats, and

not [ prehib-

(a) pet breeders, as defined in section seven hundred fifty-two of

this article; or

(b) any other person who breeds and sells, or offers to sell, dogs,
cats, or rabbits, born and raised on such person's premises, directly to
a consuner

8 5. Subdivisions 2, 3 and 4 of section 400 of the agriculture and
mar kets | aw, subdivisions 2 and 3 as added by chapter 259 of the | aws of
2000, subdivision 4 as anmended by chapter 553 of the |aws of 2022, para-
graphs (b) and (c) of subdivision 4 as separately anmended by chapters
681 and 683 of the |laws of 2022, paragraph (d) as anended and paragraph
(e) of subdivision 4 as relettered by chapter 496 of the laws of 2024,
and paragraph (e) of subdivision 4 as added by chapter 681 of the |aws
of 2022, are anended to read as foll ows:

2. "Consuner" nmeans any individual purchasing an aninmal from a pet
[ dealer] breeder. A pet [dealer] breeder shall not be considered a
consuner

3. "Person" neans any individual, firm corporation, partnership
associ ation, nunicipality, or other legal entity.

4. "Pet [Dealer] breeder" neans any person who [ enrgages—h—-the—sale—-or
for] : | , I . ! : ? I

: ] breeds
animals and sells, or offers to sell, nore than nine aninmals per year,
born and raised on such a person's prenises, directly to a consuner[=

piovi-ded—that—shallpet i peludethefollowing—
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8 6. The openi ng paragraph of section 401 of the agriculture and
markets |aw, as added by chapter 259 of the laws of 2000, is amended to
read as foll ows:

Pet [dealers] breeders shall conply with the follow ng mnimum stand-
ards of care for every animal in their custody or possession.

8 7. Paragraphs (g) and (h) of subdivision 1 of section 401 of the
agriculture and markets | aw, as anmended by chapter 149 of the laws of
2019, are anended to read as follows:

(g) In the event that a pet [dealer] breeder has a pregnant or nursing
dog on [his—e+—her] such pet breeder's prem ses, the pet [dealer] breed-
er shall provide a whelping box for such dog. Separate and apart from
t he whel ping box, a pet [deale+] breeder shall provide a pregnant or
nursing dog wth a separate space accessible to her that conplies with
the standards set forth in paragraph (b) of this subdivision. Each nurs-
ing dog shall be provided with a sufficient amount of floor space to
nurse and care for her litter.

(h) Pet [dealers] Dbreeders shall designate and provide an isolation
area for aninmals that exhibit synptons of contagious di sease or illness.
The | ocation of such designated area nust be such as to prevent or
reduce the spread of disease to healthy animals and nust otherw se neet
all housing requirenments of this section.

8 8. Subdivision 5 of section 401 of the agriculture and markets |aw,
as added by chapter 259 of the |aws of 2000, paragraph (a) as added and
par agraphs (b), (d) and (e) as relettered by chapter 110 of the laws of
2012, subparagraphs (iv) and (v) of paragraph (a) as anended and subpar -
agraph (vi) of paragraph (a) as added by chapter 149 of the | aws of
2019, and paragraph (c) as amended by chapter 528 of the laws of 2014,
is amended to read as follows:

5. Veterinary care. (a) Any pet [dealer] breeder duly licensed pursu-
ant to this article shall designate an attending veterinarian, who shal
provide veterinary care to the [dealer—s] breeder's aninals which shal
include a witten program of veterinary care and regular visits to the
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pet [dealer—s] breeder's premni ses. Such program of veterinary care shal
i ncl ude:

(i) The availability of appropriate facilities, personnel, equipnent,
and services to conmply with the provisions of this article;

(ii) The use of nethods determned to be appropriate by the attending
veterinarian to prevent, control, and respond to diseases and injuries,
and the availability of energency, weekend, and holiday care;

(iii) Daily observation of all animals to assess their health and
wel | - bei ng; provided, however, that daily observation of aninmals may be
accompl i shed by sonmeone other than the attending veterinarian who has
recei ved the guidance identified in subparagraph (iv) of this paragraph;
and provided, further, that a nmechani smof direct and frequent comuni-
cation is required so that tinely and accurate information on problens
of animal health, behavior, and well-being is conveyed to the attending
veterinarian;

(iv) Adequate guidance to personnel involved in the care and use of
ani mal s regardi ng handling and i mmobili zati on;

(v) Pre-procedural and post-procedural care in accordance with estab-
lished veterinary nedi cal and nursing procedures; and

(vi) [+p—the—ease—ot—dealers—uho—sell—or ecifertesell tuwenty—tive—or

; ] Annual veterinary
examnations, at a mnimm for all intact adult dogs or cats on such
[ dealer—s] breeder's prem ses.

(b) Al animals shall be inoculated as required by state or |ocal |aw.
Veterinary care appropriate to the species shall be provided w thout
undue delay when necessary. Each aninal shall be observed each day by
the pet [dealer] breeder or by a person working under the pet [dealer—s]
breeder's supervi sion.

(c) Wthin five business days of receipt, but prior to sale of any dog
or cat, the pet [dealer] breeder shall have a duly licensed veterinarian
conduct an exam nation and tests appropriate to the age and breed to
determine if the aninmal has any nedical conditions apparent at the tine
of the exam nation that adversely affect the health of the aninmal. For
animals eighteen nmonths of age or ol der, such exami nation shall include
a diagnosis of any congenital conditions that adversely affect the
health of the animal. Any aninmal diagnosed with a contagi ous di sease
shall be treated and caged separately from heal thy ani mal s.

(d) If an aninmal suffers froma congenital or hereditary condition,
di sease, or illness which, in the professional opinion of the pet [deal—
er—s] breeder's veterinarian, requires euthanasia, the veterinarian
shal | humanely euthani ze such ani mal w thout undue del ay.

(e) In the event an aninmal is returned to a pet [dealer] breeder due
to a congenital or hereditary condition, illness, or disease requiring
veterinary care, the pet [dealer] breeder shall, wthout undue delay,
provide the animal with proper veterinary care.

8 9. Subdivision 7 of section 401 of the agriculture and nmarkets | aw,
as added by chapter 110 of the laws of 2012, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

7. Exercise requirenents. Pet [dealers] breeders shall devel op, nmain-
tain, docunent, and inplenent an appropriate plan to provide dogs wth
the opportunity for daily exercise. In developing such plan, consider-
ation should be given to providing positive physical contact with humans
that encourages exercise through play or other simlar activities. Such
plan shall be approved by the attending veterinarian, and nust be nade
avail able to the departnent upon request.
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8§ 10. Section 402 of the agriculture and narkets |aw, as added by
chapter 259 of the |aws of 2000 and subdivision 1 as anended by chapter
110 of the laws of 2012, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 402. Records of purchase and sale. 1. Each pet [dealer] breeder

' ]

shall keep and naintain records for each animal |

hel d, sold, offered for sale or otherw se disposed of. The }ecords shai
i ncl ude the

fol | owi ng:

4-] (a) A description of each animl show ng age, col or, markings,
sex, breed, and any inocul ation, worm ng, or other veterinary treatnent
or medication information available. Records shall also include any
other significant identification, if known, for each aninmal, including
any official tag nunmber, tattoo, or inplant.

[5~-] (b) The nane and address of the person to whomany animal is
sold, given, or bartered or to whom it 1is otherwise transferred or
delivered. The records shall indicate the date and method of disposi-
tion.

[6~<] 2. Records for each animal shall be maintained for a period of
two years from the date of sale or transfer, whichever occurs |ater.

Duri ng normal business hours, the records shall be made available to
persons authorized by law to enforce the provisions of this article.
3. No pet breeder shall knowingly buy, sell, exhibit, transport, or

offer for sale, exhibition, or transportation any stolen aninmal. No pet
breeder shall knowingly sell any cat or dog younger than eight weeks of
age.

8 11. The openi ng paragraph and subdivisions 2 and 4 of section 404 of
the agriculture and markets | aw, the openi ng paragraph and subdivision 2
as added by chapter 259 of the laws of 2000 and subdivision 4 as anended
by chapter 256 of the laws of 2013, are anended to read as foll ows:

The comm ssioner nay decline to grant or renew or nmay suspend or
revoke a pet [dealer] breeder |Ilicense, on any one of the follow ng
grounds:

2. Material msstatenment in or falsification of records required to be
kept pursuant to this article, or under any regul ati on promnul gated ther-
eunder, or failure to allow the conm ssioner or [his—oe+—her] such
comm ssioner's authorized agents to inspect records or pet [dealer]
breeder facilities.

4. Before any license shall be suspended or revoked, the comm ssioner,
or any hearing officer [he—er——she] such conmi ssioner nmmy designate,
shall hold a hearing, wupon due notice to the |licensee, in accordance
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with any regul ations pronul gated by the departnent and in accordance
with articles three and four of the state admi nistrative procedure act.
Where a |licensee has three consecutive inspections in which the |icensee
has failed to correct deficiencies of a critical nature, pursuant to
this section, the conm ssioner shall hold a hearing to consider the
suspensi on or revocation of the pet [dealer] breeder license. Nothing in
this section shall prohibit the conm ssioner fromtaking additiona
actions as otherwi se permtted by this section regarding such |icenses
prior to the occurrence of three consecutive inspections in which the
licensee has failed to correct deficiencies of a critical nature.

§ 12. Section 405 of the agriculture and narkets l|aw, as added by
chapter 259 of the laws of 2000, is amended to read as foll ows:

8 405. Inspection of pet [dealers] breeders. 1. The conm ssioner or
[ hi-s—e+—her] such commissioner's authorized agents shall, at a mni num

make yearly inspections of pet [dealers—] breeders' facilities to ensure
conmpliance with the provisions of this article and with the provisions

of article th|rty five- D of the general busi ness Iam{r—e*eepL—{eL——Lhese

yea#———Ln——mhLeh——ease-#nspee;#ens—shaLL]. Addi tional inspections of pet
breeders may be nmde whenever in the discretion of the comm ssioner or
[ ki-s—e+—her] such commi ssioner's authorized agents, a conplaint warrants
such investigation.

2. The conmi ssioner may, pursuant to an agreenent entered into with a
county or city delegate the authority to conduct inspections of pet
[ dealers] breeders and to respond to conplai nts concerning pet [dealers]
breeders to such county or <city where the pet [dealer] breeder is
| ocat ed; provided however such del egation of inspection authority shal
only be permtted where the comm ssioner has del egated [ his—e+—her] such
comm ssioner's authority to issue |licenses pursuant to section four
hundred three of this article.

3. Any person conducting an inspection of a pet [dealer] breeder or
responding to a conplaint concerning a pet [dealer] breeder shall be
specifically trained in the proper care of cats and dogs and in the
i nvestigation and identification of cruelty to aninmals.

§ 13. Subdivision 1 of section 406 of the agriculture and narkets |aw,
as added by chapter 259 of the laws of 2000, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. In addition to the penalties provided for elsewhere in this
section, a pet [dealer] breeder who violates any provisions of this
article may be subject to denial, revocation, suspension, or refusal of
renewal of [his—o+—her] such pet breeder's license in accordance with
the provisions of section four hundred four of this article.

8 14. Section 407 of the agriculture and markets law, as anended by
chapter 5 of the laws of 2014, is anmended to read as follows:

8 407. Construction with other laws. Nothing in this article shall be
construed to (a) limt or restrict agents or officers of societies for
the prevention of cruelty to animals or the police fromenforcing other
provisions of article twenty-six of this chapter or any other |aw rel at-
ing to the humane treatnment of, or cruelty to, aninmals, (b) limt or
restrict any nmunicipality from enacting or enforcing any authorized
|l ocal law, rule, regulation or ordinance of general application to busi-
nesses governing public health, safety or the rights of consuners, or
(c) limt or restrict any nunicipality fromenacting or enforcing a
|l ocal law, rule, regulation or ordinance governing pet [dealers]| breed-
ers, as such term is defined in this article, including a law, rule,
regul ati on or ordinance governing the health or safety of animals
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[ Hed reihtalhredbype al-ers; ce—-o pls| sold or
offered for sale by pet [dealers] breeders, and the spay or neuter of
such animals; provided, however, that any such local law, rule, regu-
lation or ordinance shall be no less stringent than the applicable
provisions of this article and may not result in essentially banning al
sal es of dogs or cats raised and nmaintained in [

mahrer] accordance with this article. Were any penalty nmay be author-
ized for the violation of such a local law, rule, regulation or ordi-
nance, the authorized penalty in such local law, rule, regulation or
ordi nance may not exceed a civil penalty of up to five hundred dollars.
Where a nunicipality adopts such a local law, rule, regulation or ordi-
nance that is nore stringent than the applicable provisions of this
article, such municipality shall have sole responsibility for enforce-
ment of such law, rule, regulation or ordinance that is nore stringent
than the applicable provisions of this article.

§ 15. Section 751 of the general business |law, as added by chapter 431
of the laws of 1988 and as renunbered by chapter 68 of the | aws of 1993,
is amended to read as follows:

8§ 751. Legislative intent. It is hereby determ ned and decl ared t hat
supervision by the state of the sale of dogs or cats by pet [dealers]
breeders is within the public interest and for the purpose of safeguard-
ing the public and insuring the humane treatnment of such ani nmals by
guar ant eei ng the good health of such dogs or cats in the course of such
transactions, or providing other alternatives to the consumer.

§ 16. Subdivisions 1, 2, 2-a and 4 of section 753 of the general busi-
ness |aw, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 251 of the laws of 2013,
subdi visions 2 and 4 as added by chapter 431 of the laws of 1988, subdi-
vi sion 2-a as added by chapter 180 of the laws of 2002 and such section
as renunbered by chapter 68 of the | aws of 1993, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. If, within fourteen business days following the sale of an anim
subject to this article or receipt of the witten notice required by
section seven hundred fifty-four of this article, whichever occurred
last, a veterinarian of the consuner's choosing, |icensed by a state
certifies such animal to be unfit for purchase due to illness or the
presence of synptons of a contagious or infectious disease, or if, with-
in one hundred eighty calendar days follow ng such sale or receipt,
whi chever occurred last, a |licensed veterinarian certifies such anim
to be unfit for purchase due to a congenital nal formation which adverse-
ly affects the health of the aninmal, the pet [dealer] breeder shal
afford the consunmer the right to choose one of the follow ng options:

(a) The right to return the animal and receive a refund of the
purchase price including sales tax and reasonable veterinary costs
directly related to the veterinarian's certification that the animal s
unfit for purchase pursuant to this section

(b) The right to return the animal and to recei ve an exchange ani na
of the consuner's choice of equivalent value and reasonable veterinary
costs directly related to the veterinarian's certification that the
animal is unfit for purchase pursuant to this section; or

(c) The right to retain the aninmal and to receive reinbursenment froma
pet [dealer] breeder for veterinary services froma licensed veterinari-
an of the consuner's choosing, for the purpose of curing or attenpting
to cure the animal. The reasonable value of reinbursable services
rendered to cure or attenpting to cure the aninmal shall not exceed the
purchase price of the animal. The value of such services is reasonable
if conparable to the value of simlar services rendered by other
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licensed veterinarians in proximty to the treating veterinarian. Such
rei mbursenment shall not include the costs of initial veterinary exam na-
tion fees and diagnostic fees not directly related to the veterinarian's
certification that the animal is unfit for purchase pursuant to this
secti on.

The comm ssioner by regul ations shall prescribe a form for, and the
content of, the certification that an animal is unfit for purchase,
whi ch shall be provided by an examining veterinarian to a consumer upon
the exam nation of an animal which is subject to the provisions of this
section. Such formshall include, but not be limted to, information
which identifies the type of animal, the owner, the date and diagnosis
of the animal, the treatnent recomended if any, and an estimate or the
actual cost of such treatnment. Such formshall also include the notice
prescribed in section seven hundred fifty-four of this article.

The comm ssioner by regulations shall prescribe information which
shall be provided in witing by the pet [dealer] breeder to the consuner
upon the sale of the animal. Such information shall include, but not be
limted to, a description, including breed of the aninal, the date of
purchase, the nane, address and tel ephone nunber of the consuner, and
the anobunt of the purchase. The pet [dealer] breeder shall certify such
i nformation by signing the docunment in which it is contained.

2. The refund and/or reinmbursenent required by subdivision one of this
section shall be nmade by the pet [dealer] breeder not later than ten
busi ness days follow ng receipt of a signed veterinary certification as
herein required. Such certification shall be presented to the pet [deal—
er] breeder not later than three business days follow ng receipt thereof
by the consuner.

2-a. Every pet [dealer] breeder who sells an animal required to be
vacci nated against rabies, pursuant to section twenty-one hundred
forty-one of the public health law, to a consuner shall provide the
consuner at point of sale with a witten notice, provided by the depart-
ment of health, summarizing rabies inmunization requirenments.

4. In the event that a pet [dealer] breeder wi shes to contest a denand
for refund, exchange or reinbursenent nmade by a consunmer pursuant to
this section, such [dealer] breeder shall have the right to require the
consunmer to produce the aninal for exam nation by a licensed veterinari-
an designated by such [deale+] breeder. Upon such examnation, if the
consurmer and the [dealer] breeder are unable to reach an agreenent which
constitutes one of the options set forth in subdivision one of this
section within ten business days following receipt of the animal for
such exam nation, the <consumer may initiate an action in a court of
conmpetent jurisdiction to recover or obtain such refund, exchange and/or
rei mbur senent .

8§ 17. Section 753-a of the general business |aw, as anended by chapter
110 of the laws of 2012, subdivision 1 as anmended by chapter 528 of the
| aws of 2014, is anended to read as fol |l ows:

§ 753-a. Veterinarian exanmnation. 1. Wthin five business days of
receipt, but prior to the sale of any dog or <cat, the pet [dealer]
breeder shall have a duly licensed veterinarian conduct an exam nation
and tests appropriate to the breed and age to determne if the aninal
has any nedi cal conditions apparent at the tine of the exam nation that
adversely affect the health of the animal. For animals eighteen nonths
of age or older, such examnation shall include a diagnosis of any
congenital conditions that adversely affect the health of the aninmal
Any aninmal diagnosed with a contagious disease shall be treated and



OCoO~NOUIRWN P

53
54
55
56

A. 8653--B 9

caged separately fromhealthy aninmals in accordance wth section four
hundred one of the agriculture and markets | aw.

2. Al animals shall be vaccinated as required by state or |ocal |aw
Veterinary care appropriate to the species shall be provided wthout
undue delay when necessary. Each aninal shall be observed each day by
the pet [dealer] breeder or by a person working under the pet [dealer—s]
breeder's supervi sion.

3. No pet [dealer] breeder shall knowingly sell any animal that has a
di agnosed congenital condition or contagious disease that adversely
affects the health of the animal without first informng the consuner
in witing, of such condition.

8 18. Section 753-b of the general business |aw, as anended by chapter
251 of the laws of 2013, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 753-b. Information statement for purchaser. Every pet [dealer]
breeder shall deliver to the purchaser of an aninmal, at the tine of
sale, a witten statenent in a standardized form prescribed by the
comm ssioner of agriculture and markets containing the followng infor-
mat i on:

1. For cats:

(a) The brgeder's [ ard—F—apptiecable—broker—s] name and address[ —

-------

(c) Arecord of imunizations and wornming treatnments adm nistered, if
any, to the cat as of the time of sale while the cat was in the
possessi on of the pet [dealer] breeder, including the dates of adm nis-
tration and the type of vaccines or worm ng treatnments adm ni stered;

(d) A record of any known di sease, sickness, or congenital condition
that adversely affects the health of the cat at the tine of sale;

(e) Arecord of any veterinary treatnent or nedication received by the
cat while in the possession of the pet [dealer] breeder and either of
the foll ow ng:

(i) A statenent, signed by the pet [dealer] breeder at the tine of
sale, indicating all of the following: (1) The cat has no known disease
or illness; (2) The cat has no known congenital or hereditary condition
that adversely affects the health of the cat at the tine of sale; or

(ii) A record of any known congenital or hereditary condition,
di sease, or illness that adversely affects the health of the cat at the
time of sale, along with a statenent signed by a Ilicensed veterinarian
that authorizes the sale of the cat, recomends necessary treatnent, if
any, and verifies that the <condition, disease or illness does not
require hospitalization or non-el ective surgical procedures, and is not
likely to require hospitalization or non-el ective surgical procedures in
the future. A veterinarian statement is not required for intestinal or
external parasites unless their presence makes the cat clinically ill or
is likely to make the cat clinically ill. The statenent shall be valid
for fourteen business days following examnation of the cat by the
veterinari an.

2. For dogs:

(a) The brgeder's [ ard—F—apptiecable—broker—s] nanme and address[—

-------
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that—aniral—] If the breed is unknown or mxed, the record shall so
indicate. If the dog is being sold as being capable of registration, the
nanes and registration nunbers of the sire and dam and the litter
nunmber, if known;

(d) A record of inoculations and worm ng treatnents admnistered, if
any, to the dog as of the tine of sale while the dog was in the
possessi on of the pet [dealer] breeder, including dates of admnis-

tration and the type of vaccines and/or wornming treatments adm ni stered;

(e) Arecord of any veterinary treatnent or nedication received by the
dog while in the possession of the pet [dealer] breeder and either of
the foll ow ng:

(i) A statenent, signed by the pet [dealer] breeder at the tinme of
sale, indicating all of the following: (1) The dog has no known di sease
or illness; (2) The dog has no known congenital or hereditary condition
that adversely affects the health of the dog at the tine of the sale; or

(ii) Arecord of any known congenital or hereditary condition, disease

or illness that adversely affects the health of the dog at the tinme of
sale, along with a statenent signed by a licensed veterinarian that
authorizes the sale of the dog, recommends necessary treatnent, if any,
and verifies that the condition, disease, or illness does not require

hospitalization or non-elective surgical procedures, and is not likely
to require hospitalization or non-el ective surgical procedures in the
future. A veterinarian statenent is not required for intestinal or
external parasites unless their presence nakes the dog clinically ill or
is likely to make the dog clinically ill. The statenent shall be valid
for fourteen business days following exanination of the dog by the
veterinari an.

(f) Notification that dogs residing in New York state nust be
licensed, and that a license nay be obtained fromthe nmunicipality in
whi ch the dog resi des.

3. A disclosure made pursuant to subdivision one or two of this
section shall be signed by both the pet [dealer] breeder certifying the
accuracy of the statenment and the purchaser acknow edgi ng recei pt of the
statement. At the tine of sale, each pet [dealer] breeder shall provide
the purchaser with information on the val ue of spaying and neutering of
dogs and cats.

4. Every pet [dealer] breeder shall post conspicuously wthin close
proximty to the cages of dogs and cats offered for sale, a notice
containing the foll ow ng | anguage in one hundred-point type: "Infornma-
ti on [ en—the—sowmce—of—these—dogs—and—ecats—and] regarding the veterinary
treatnents received by these dogs and cats is available for review by
prospective purchasers.™

8 19. Section 753-c of the general business |law, as added by chapter
259 of the laws of 2000, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 753-c. Animal pedigree registration. 1. Representation regardi ng
animal's pedigree registration. Any pet [dealer] breeder who states,
prom ses, or represents that an aninmal is registered or capabl e of
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registration with an ani mal pedi gree registry organi zati on shall provide
the purchaser with the appropriate docunents necessary for such regis-
tration within one hundred twenty days followi ng sale of the animal. |f
the purchaser notifies the pet [dealer] breeder in witing on or before
such time that [he—e+—she] the purchaser has not received the appropri-
ate registration docunents, the pet [dealer] breeder shall have, in
addition to the one hundred twenty days, sixty nore days in which to
provi de the appropriate docunents.

2. If a pet [dealer] breeder fails to provide docunents as required
under subdivision one of this section, the purchaser, upon witten
notice to the pet [dealer] breeder, nmay keep the aninmal and receive a
partial refund of seventy-five percent of the purchase price, in which
event the pet [dealer] breeder shall not be required to provide regis-
tration docunents. Acceptance by the purchaser of appropriate registra-
ti on docurments, whether or not within the tinme periods set forth in
subdi vision one of this section, shall be deened a waiver of the right
to a partial refund pursuant to this subdivision.

3. Registration notice-disclosure statenent. (a) A pet [dealer] breed-
er that sells aninals registered or registrable with a pedigree registry
shal | post conspicuously within close proximty to those animals a
notice that states: "Pedigree registration nmeans that the particul ar
registry maintains information on the parentage and identity of the
ani mal ".

(b) For every animal sold by a pet [dealer] breeder that is sold with
the representation that the animal is registered or registrable with an
animal pedigree registry organization, the following fully conpleted
di scl osure shall be nade by the pet [dealer] breeder in witing on a
sheet separate fromany other statement in substantially the follow ng
form "Di sclosure of Animal pedigree registration: Description of
animal :  The aninmal you are purchasing is registered/registrable (circle
one) with the (enter name of registry). Registration nmeans that (enter
nane of registry) mmintains information regarding the parentage and
identity of this animal. Persons buying animals represented by a pet
[dealer] Dbreeder as being registrable are entitled to the papers neces-
sary to effect such registration within 120 days of purchase. Failure to
provi de such papers entitles the purchaser to renedi es under |aw. Howev-
er, if the purchaser notifies the pet [dealer] breeder within the 120
day period that [he—o+she] the purchaser has not received such papers,
the pet [dealer] breeder shall have an additional 60 days comencing at
the end of the 120 day period in which to provide the docunents.
Acknowl edged: Date: Purchaser's Signature.”

(c) The disclosure shall be signed and dated by the purchaser of the
ani mal , acknow edgi ng recei pt of a copy of the statenent. The pet [deal—
er] breeder shall retain a copy of the signed disclosure.

8§ 20. Section 753-d of the general business |aw, as anended by chapter
5 of the laws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 753-d. Construction with other laws. Nothing in this article shal
be construed to (a) limt or restrict agents or officers of societies
for the prevention of cruelty to animals or the police fromenforcing
articles twenty-six and twenty-six-A of the agriculture and markets |aw
or any other law relating to the humane treatnent of, or cruelty to,
animals, (b) Iimt or restrict any municipality fromenacting or enforc-
ing any authorized local law, rule, regulation or ordinance of genera
application to businesses governing public health, safety or the rights
of consuners, or (c) limt or restrict any municipality from enacting or
enforcing a local law, rule, regulation or ordinance governing pet
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[ dealers] breeders, as such termis defined in this article, including a
law, rule, regulation or ordinance governing the health or safety of
animals [ | i i ; ! ]
sold or offered for sale by pet [dealers] breeders, and the spay or
neuter of such aninals; provided, however, that any such local Iaw,
rule, regulation or ordinance shall be no |l ess stringent than the appli-
cable provisions of this article and may not result in essentially
banning all sales of dogs or cats raised and naintained in a healthy and
safe manner. \Were any penalty nay be authorized for the violation of
such a local law, rule, regulation or ordinance, the authorized penalty
in such local law, rule, regulation or ordinance may not exceed a civil
penalty of up to five hundred dollars. Wiere a nunicipality adopts such
a local law, rule, regulation or ordinance that is nore stringent than
the applicable provisions of this article, such nunicipality shall have
sol e responsibility for enforcenent of such law, rule, regulation or
ordinance that is nore stringent than the applicable provisions of this
article.

8§ 21. Section 754 of the general business |aw, as anended by chapter
68 of the laws of 1993, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8 754. Notice. Every pet [dealer] breeder who sells an aninmal to a
consurmer shall post a notice clearly visible to the consuner and provide
the consunmer at the tinme of sale with a witten notice, printed or
typed, setting forth the rights provided under this article. Such
notices shall be prescribed by the commi ssioner, but the witten notice
may be contained in a witten contract, an animal history certificate or
separ ate docunent, provided such notices are in ten-point bol dface type
No pet [deale+] breeder shall restrict or dimnish by contract or other-
wi se, the rights provided under this article.

§ 22. Subdivision 1-a of section 755 of the general business |aw, as
anended by chapter 272 of the laws of 2018, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

l1-a. Any person who violates any provision of section seven hundred
fifty-three-a, seven hundred fifty-three-b, seven hundred fifty-three-c,
[e+] seven hundred fifty-three-e, or seven hundred fifty-three-f of this
article may al so be subject to denial, suspension, revocation of, or
refusal to renew a pet [dealer] breeder license, in accordance with the
provi sions of sections four hundred three and four hundred four of the
agriculture and markets | aw.

§ 23. The section headi ng and subdivisions 1 and 3 of section 97-rr of
the state finance |aw, as added by chapter 259 of the |laws of 2000, are
anended to read as foll ows:

Pet [dealer] breeder licensing fund. 1. There is hereby established in
the joint custody of the state conptroller and the conm ssioner of taxa-
tion and finance, a fund to be known as the "pet [dealer] breeder
I'icensing fund".

3. Mnies of the fund shall be expended solely for the purposes of
carrying out the provisions of article thirty-five-D of the genera
business law and article twenty-six-A of the agriculture and markets
| aw. Monies shall be paid out of the fund on the audit and warrant of
the state comptroller on vouchers approved by the conmm ssioner of agri-
culture and markets. Any interest received by the conptroller on nonies
on deposit in the pet [dealer] breeder licensing fund shall be retained
in and becone part of such fund.

8§ 24. The article heading of article 26-A of the agriculture and
markets |aw, as added by chapter 259 of the laws of 2000, is anended to
read as foll ows:
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CARE OF ANI MALS BY PET [ BEALERS] BREEDERS

8§ 25. Section 403 of the agriculture and narkets |aw, as added by
chapter 259 of the laws of 2000, subdivision 3 as anmended by chapter 683
of the laws of 2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 403. Licenses. 1. No person shall operate as a pet [dealer] breeder
unl ess such person holds a license issued therefor by the conmm ssioner
Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoing, a pet [dealer] breeder, in operation on
or before the effective date of this section, who has filed an applica-
tion for an initial license under this article shall be authorized to
operate w thout such license wuntil the conmm ssioner grants or, after
notice and opportunity to be heard, declines to grant such license. Each
application for a license shall be nade on a form supplied by the
departnent and shall contain such information as nay be required by the
departnent. Renewal applications shall be subnmitted to the conm ssioner
at least thirty days prior to the commencenent of the next |icense year.

2. The commi ssioner may delegate [his—e+—her] such conmi ssioner's
authority pursuant to this section to issue pet [dealer] breeder
licenses to the county or city where the pet [dealer] breeder seeking
licensure is |ocated. Such del egation shall be pursuant to an agreenent
entered into by the conmi ssioner and such city or county.

3. Each application for a license shall be acconpanied by a nonrefund-
abl e fee of one hundred fifty dollars.

4. The nmoneys received by the conm ssioner pursuant to this section
shall be deposited in the "pet [dealer] breeder licensing fund" estab-
i shed pursuant to section ninety-seven-rr of the state finance | aw.

5. Were the authority to issue pet [dealer] breeder licenses is
del egated to the county or city pursuant to subdivision two of this

section, that county or city shall, on or before the fifth day of each
month, renit to the appropriate nunicipal financial officer one hundred
percent of all |icense fees collected during the preceding nonth. The

remttance shall be acconpanied by a report of |icense sales nmade during
such month. A copy of such report shall simultaneously be sent to the
comm ssioner. All license fees so remtted shall be the property of the
muni ci pality, and shall be used solely for the purpose of carrying out
and enforcing the provisions of this article and of article
thirty-five-D of the general business |aw.

6. Inspection in accordance wth section four hundred five of this
article, the results of which establish conpliance with the provisions
of this article and with the provisions of article thirty-five-D of the
general business |law regarding recordkeeping and consunmer disclosure
requirements for pet [dealers] breeders, shall precede issuance of a
Iicense or renewal thereof under this section.

7. Upon validation by the comm ssioner or the county or city author-
ized under this section to issue pet [dealer] breeder licenses, the
application shall becone the |icense of the pet [deale+] breeder.

8. The conmi ssioner shall provide a copy of the license to the pet
[dealer] breeder. The conmissioner shall also retain a copy of the
license. In those counties where the conm ssioner has delegated the
licensing authority to the <county or city that county or city shall
provide a copy of the license to the pet [dealer] breeder and a copy to
the comn ssioner. The county or city shall also retain a copy of the
license in its own records.

9. No pet [dealer] breeder shall publish or advertise the sale or
availability of any dog or cat unless the publication or advertisenent
i s acconpani ed by the pet [dealer—s] breeder's license nunber. Notwith-
standing the foregoing, a pet [dealer] breeder, in operation on or
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before the effective date of this section, who has filed an application
for an initial license under this article may publish or advertise the
sale or availability of any dog or cat without the publication or adver-
tisement being acconpanied by the pet [dealers] breeder's license
nunber until the conmm ssioner grants or, after notice and opportunity to
be heard, declines to grant such license.

10. Such license shall be renewable annually, together wth the
paynent of a nonrefundable fee of one hundred fifty doll ars[—e+—uper

11. Pet [dealers] breeders shall conspicuously display their |[|icense
on the prem ses where the aninmals are kept for sale so that they may be
readily seen by potential consumners.

8§ 26. Subdivision 6 of section 420 of the agriculture and markets | aw,
as added by chapter 683 of the laws of 2022, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

6. "Animal shelter” shall wmean a public or not-for-profit entity
owni ng, operating, or otherwise maintaining a building, structure, or
facility where tenporary or permanent housing and care is provided to
stray, abandoned, abused, seized, inmpounded, owner-surrendered or other-
wi se unwanted ani nal s regardl ess of whether or not such facility also
serves as a personal residence. This includes but is not limted to:
facilities owned, operated, or nmintained by a duly incorporated society
for the prevention of cruelty to aninmals, duly incorporated humane soci -
ety dog or cat protective association, or pound; any person in the
enploy of, or organization operated by or under contract to a munici-
pality to provide care for seized or inmpounded aninals; or any other
not-for-profit organization involved in the protection, care, or rehom
ing of animals. Unless otherwise provided in this article, the term
"animal shelter" shall not include the personal residence of any foster
care provider as defined in this section; a facility conmmonly known as a
boardi ng kennel, where the ownership of the animal is not transferred,
any entity licensed as a pet [dealer] breeder pursuant to article twen-
ty-six-A of this chapter; any duly incorporated animal hospital owned,
operated or supervised by a duly licensed veterinarian; or any facility
where the owner or operator is |licensed by the New York state departnent
of environnental conservation as a nuisance wildlife control agent or
wildlife rehabilitator.

§ 27. Subdivision 4 of section 209-cc of the general nunicipal |aw, as
separately anended by chapters 289 and 538 of the |aws of 2005, is
amended to read as foll ows:

4. Except for pet [dealers] breeders as defined in section seven
hundred [#Hfty—two-a] fifty-two of the general business |aw and zool ogi -
cal facilities and other exhibitors licensed pursuant to title 7 U S. C
sections 2133 and 2134, and in the case of dangerous dogs except for
licensed veterinarians in tenporary possession of such dogs, every
person owni ng, possessing, or harboring a wild animal or a dangerous dog
within this state shall report the presence thereof to the clerk of the
city, town, or village in which such wild aninmal or dangerous dog is
owned, possessed, or harbored. Such report shall be filed annually on a
date to be determined by the state fire administrator in the manner
prescribed by the state fire admnistrator. A separate report shall be
filed for each street address at which any such wild ani mal or dangerous
dog may be found.
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8§ 28. Subdivisions 1, 2, 4 and 7 of section 421 of the agriculture and
mar kets | aw, as added by chapter 683 of the [aws of 2022, are anmended to
read as foll ows:

1. Any person [eL+g+bLe—Le#—e*enpt+en—L4eﬂ+the—dei+n+t+ee—e#—pet—dea#—

LeuF—hund#ed—e#—th#s—ehapte#] ooerat|nq an anlnal shelter shaII be

licensed by the departnment pursuant to the provisions of this section.
Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoing, any person, operating an animal shelter
on or before the effective date of this section, who has filed an appli-

cation for an initial license under this article is hereby authorized to
operate w thout such license wuntil the comr ssioner grants or, after
notice of an opportunity to be heard, declines to grant such license.
Each application for |Ilicense shall be nade on a formsupplied by the

departnent and shall contain such information as required by the conm s-
sioner. Renewal applications shall be submitted to the comni ssioner at
| east thirty days prior to the commencenent of the next |icense year

2. Application for Vlicensure as set forth in this section shall be
made annually to the conmi ssioner on a formprescribed by the conms-
si oner. Such form shall include but not be limted to the follow ng

|nfornatlon[——p#e¥+ded—heMe¥e4—t4Hu—4e&pagpaphs—{ég———eb}—and—ée}—eL——Lh+s

(a) Proof of the applicant's tax exenpt designation pursuant to para-
graph 3 of subsection (c) of section 501 of the federal Internal Revenue
Code, 26 U.S.C 501, or any subsequent corresponding sections of the
federal Internal Revenue Code, as fromtine to tinme amended

(b) Proof of the applicant's incorporation as a not-for-profit organ-
ization in this state pursuant to the not-for-profit corporation |aw,
provided further that such organization is in good standing with the
attorney general and the department of state;

(c) Proof of the applicant's registration with the attorney genera
pursuant to article seven-A of the executive | aw,

(d) If the applicant is a nunicipal pound or shelter as defined in
par agraph (b) of subdivision four of section four hundred of this chap-
ter, a copy of the applicant's enpl oyer identification nunber;

(e) The name of the applicant and the name or nanes under which the
applicant offers its services to the public, any name wunder which the
applicant has offered such services to the public during the past five
years, and whether the applicant has ever held a pet [dealer] breeder
license issued pursuant to article twenty-six-A of this chapter;

(f) The address and telephone nunber of the applicant and for any
ot her prem ses owned or | eased by such applicant's organization to carry

out the pur poses for mhlch it was |nc0rporated [ emed—by—vigh—+—5

(g) The website and enmil address of the applicant;

(h) The nunber of aninals taken in, adopted, placed into pernmanent or
tenporary honmes, or otherw se transferred into, out of, or wthin the
state by the applicant during the prior cal endar year;

(i) The nunber of animals currently harbored by the applicant;

(j) The species of animal the applicant typically harbors for
adoption, placenent or transfer;

(k) A description of facilities by which the applicant carries out the
purposes for which it was incorporated, including a statement regarding
whet her the applicant harbors the animals inits care in its own phys-
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ical animal shelter or utilizes foster care provider hones, commercial
boardi ng kennel s or other arrangenents;

(I) [ A—svwerA—staterpni—-sighed—by—the—appH-eant—declarnrg—an

&7-] Current training protocol and procedural practices as prescribed
pursuant to sections four hundred twenty-two and four hundred twenty-
three of this article; and

[(8] (M Oher information as deened necessary to satisfy the conm s-
sioner of the applicant's character and responsibility.

4. Upon validation by the commi ssioner, the application shall becone

the Ircense of t he anrnal shel ter [and—an—e*enpt+en—¥reﬂ+the——det+ﬂ+t+en

be—gpaneed] The comm ssi oner shal l retain a copy of such Iicense and
provide a copy of the license to the animal shelter. Aninmal shelters
|icensed pursuant to this section shall conspicuously display their
Ircense on the prentses mhere its anlnals are harbored [ Fre—commr-ssi-on—

7. The conm ssioner may decline to grant or renew, or may suspend or
revoke an animal shelter license, on any one or nore of the follow ng
grounds, provided that before any of the aforenentioned actions are
taken pursuant to this section, the conm ssioner shall hold a hearing,
upon due notice to the |licensee in accordance with any regul ations
promul gated by the departnent and in accordance with articles three and
four of the state adnministrative procedure act, and provided further
that any action of the comm ssioner is subject to judicial review in a
proceeding wunder article seventy-eight of the civil practice |aw and
rul es:

(a) material msstatenment in the |icense application;

(b) material msstatenent in or falsification of records required to
be kept pursuant to this article, or under any regul ation promul gated
thereunder, or failure to allow the conmi ssioner to inspect records of
ani mal shelter facilities;

(c) wviolation of any provision of this article or conviction of a
viol ation of any provision of article twenty-six of this chapter or
regul ations pronul gated thereunder pertaining to humane treatnent of
animals, cruelty to animals, endangering the I|ife or health of an
animal, or violation of any federal, state, or local |law pertaining to
the care, treatnment, sale, possession, or handling of animals or any
regulation or rule relating to the endangernment of the life or health of
an ani mal ;

(d) farlure to conply mnth any of the prOV|S|ons of thls article [e#

ehappep], 1 NYCRR Part 65 regardlng t he |nportat|on of dogs and cats;
section twenty-one hundred forty-one of the public health law or any
rule or regulation pronulgated thereunder; or any rule or regulation
promul gated by the comm ssioner following the effective date of this
article to effectuate the purposes of this article;

(e) failure to renew a license within the period prescribed in subdi-
vision one of this section; or

(f) the applicant or registrant was previously licensed as a pet
[ dealer] breeder pursuant to article twenty-six-A of this chapter.

8§ 29. This act shall take effect i mediately.



