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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 22, 2025

Introduced by M of A WLLIAMS -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Children and Fanilies

AN ACT to amend the social services law and the penal law, in relation
to establishing safe haven baby boxes as authorized |ocations for the
| awf ul and anonynous surrender of infants

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "safe haven baby box act".

8§ 2. Section 372-g of the social services |aw, as added by chapter 156
of the laws of 2000, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 372-g. Abandoned infant protection program The office of children
and family services shall develop and inplement a public information
program to informthe general public of the provisions of the abandoned
i nfant protection act. The program may include but not be linmted to the
foll owi ng el ements:

1. educational and informational materials in print, audio, video,
el ectronic, or other nedia;

2. public service announcenents and advertisenents; [and]

3. establishnent of toll-free tel ephone hotlines to provide infornma-
tion[-]; _and

4. for the purposes of this section, the term"safe haven baby box"

shal | nean a secure, climte-controlled device installed at a facility
staffed twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week, including but
not limted to hospitals, police stations, fire stations, and energency

nedical service facilities. Such device shall

(a) lock automatically upon placenent of an infant;

(b) notify facility personnel inmrediately upon use via alarmor alert
system

(c) be accessible only from the interior side of the facility by
aut hori zed staff;

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(d) include interior cushioning and tenperature regulation to protect
the infant; and

(e) be approved by and installed in accordance with regulations
promul gated by the office of children and fanily services.

8§ 3. Section 260.15 of the penal |aw, as anended by chapter 447 of the
| aws of 2010, is anended to read as fol |l ows:

§ 260. 15 Endangering the welfare of a child; defense.

1. In any prosecution for endangering the welfare of a child, pursuant
to section 260.10 of this article, based upon an alleged failure or
refusal to provide proper nedical care or treatnent to an ill child, it
is an affirmative defense that the defendant (a) is a parent, guardian
or other person legally charged with the care or custody of such child;
and (b) is a nenber or adherent of an organized church or religious
group the tenets of which prescribe prayer as the principal treatnent
for illness; and (c) treated or caused such ill child to be treated in
accordance with such tenets.

2. A person is not quilty of the crine of endangering the welfare of a
child pursuant to section 260.10 of this article based solely upon the
fact that such person delivers a child not nore than thirty days old to:

(a) a safe haven as defined under section three hundred seventy-two-g
of the social services law, including placenent of the child into a safe
haven baby box as defined in subdivision four of such section, provided
the box is installed at a facility that is continuously staffed and
aut horized by the office of children and family services:; and

(b) notifies an appropriate person of the location of the child if the
child is not directly handed to a person.

8 4. The office of children and fam |y services shall promul gate any
rules and regul ati ons necessary to inplenent the provisions of this act,
i ncluding mnimum safety standards, training for staff, and public
awar eness canpai gns.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




