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STATE OF NEW YORK

8453

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 16, 2025

Introduced by M of A  BUTTENSCHON -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Correction

AN ACT in relation to directing the hiring of an independent investi-
gator to investigate correctional facilities in the state; and provid-
ing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. For the purposes of this act, the following ternms shal
have the foll owi ng nmeani ngs:

(a) "Correctional facility" shall have the sane neaning as defined by
section 2 of the correction | aw.

(b) "Independent investigator"™ neans the independent investigator
chosen pursuant to section two of this act.

g8 2. The comptroller shall, through a request for proposal process,
hire an independent investigator, upon joint approval by the governor
the tenporary president of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly.
The i ndependent investigator shall be a corporation, partnership, limt-
ed liability conpany, or other entity chosen from the private sector.
The purpose of the independent investigator shall be to investigate al
42 correctional facilities in the state to identify any negative poli-
cies and practices existing at such correctional facilities.

8§ 3. The independent investigator shall have the power and authority
to:

(a) conduct investigations in accordance with its purpose as estab-
| i shed under section two of this act;

(b) consult with any organi zati on, government entity, or person in the
performance of its duties under this act;

(c) direct the departnent of corrections or any correctional facility
in the state to grant the independent investigator access to the depart-
ment of corrections or any such correctional facility or records there-
of ; and
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(d) conduct interviews with enpl oyees of the departnent of corrections
or any correctional facility in the state, or any incarcerated individ-
ual s held at any such correctional facilities.

8 4. The independent investigator shall denonstrate inpartiality,
et hi cal conduct, thoroughness, professionalism and accurate docunenta-
tion of all activities during the performance of all duties under this
act .

8 5. Upon completion of a thorough investigation as required under
this act, the independent investigator shall submt a report to the
governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the
assenbly, and the conmi ssioner of corrections and comrunity supervi sion,
that shall include the findings and any recomendati ons of the independ-
ent investigator.

8 6. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire upon the
subm ssion of the report as required under section five of this act;
provi ded, however, that the conm ssioner of corrections and conmunity
supervision shall notify the legislative bill drafting comm ssion upon
the subm ssion of such report in order that the comr ssion rmay maintain
an accurate and timely effective data base of the official text of the
laws of the state of New York in furtherance of effectuating the
provi sions of section 44 of the legislative |aw and section 70-b of the
public officers | aw.



