O©CoOoO~NOUA~,WNPE

STATE OF NEW YORK

8412--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A BICHOTTE HERMELYN -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Housing -- committee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the public housing law, in relation to succession rights
and codifying the remaining fam |y nenber provisions for New York city
housi ng authority properties

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public housing |law is amended by adding a new section
402-h to read as foll ows:

8 402-h. Succession rights. 1. The New York city housing authority
shall pronulgate regulations, rules and policies which provide for the
rights of remaining fanmly nenbers to succeed in certain cases to the
rights of tenants of properties owned or operated by the authority. Such
regulations, rules and policies shall contain provisions which include,
but shall not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) that wunless otherwi se prohibited by occupancy restrictions based
upon incone limtations pursuant to federal, state or local law requ-
lations or other requirenents of governnental agencies, any nenber of
the tenant's remaining fanmly, as defined in subdivision tw of this
section, shall succeed to the rights of a tenant under such acts and
| aws where the tenant has permanently vacated the housing accommbdation
and such remaining famly nenber has resided with the tenant in the
housi ng accommbpdation as a prinmary residence for a period of no less
than one vear, imediately prior to the permanent vacating of the hous-
ing acconmodation by the tenant, or fromthe inception of the tenancy or
commencenent of the relationship, if for less than such periods. For the
pur poses of this subdivision, "pernmanently vacated" shall nean the date
when the tenant of record permanently stops residing in the housing
accommpdation regardl ess of subsequent contacts with the wunit or the
signing of lease renewals or continuation of rent paynments. The nini num
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periods of required residency set forth in this paragraph shall not be
deened to be interrupted by any period during which the "rennining fani -

ly menber" tenporarily relocates because the famly nenber:

(i) is engaged in active nmlitary duty;

(ii) is enrolled as a full tinme student;

(iii) is not in residence at the housing accommbdati on pursuant to a
court order not involving any termor provision of the l|lease, and not
involving any grounds specified in the real property actions and
proceedi ngs | aw;

(iv) is engaged in enploynent requiring tenporary relocation from the
housi ng acconmmodati on;

(v) is hospitalized for nedical treatnent; or

(vi) has such other reasonable grounds that shall be deternined by the
conm ssioner upon application by such person; and

(b) that a tenant may in a formprescribed by the authority, at any
tine, advise the landlord of, or a landlord may at any tine but no nore
often than once in any twelve nonths, request fromthe tenant, the nanes
of all persons other than the tenant who is residing in the housing
accommpdation, and the following infornmation pertaining to such persons:

(i) if the personis a "remnining famly nenber"” as defined in subdi-
vision two of this section;

(ii) if the personis, or upon the passage of the applicable m ninum
period of required residency, may becone a person entitled to be naned
as a tenant on a renewal |ease or to protection fromeviction pursuant
to paragraph (a) of this subdivision, and the date of the comencenent
of such person's primary residence with the tenant; and

(iii) if the person is a "senior citizen" as defined in subdivision
two of this section.

Fai lure of the tenant to provide the infornmation specified in this
paragraph to the landlord, regardless of whether the [andlord requests
the information, shall place upon all such persons not so made known to
the landlord. who seek to exercise the right to be naned as a tenant on
a renewal lease or the right to protection fromeviction as provided for
in this subdivision, the affirmative obligation to establish such right.

2. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, the New York
city housing authority shall recognize and apply the following criteria
and procedures for succession by remaining fanmly nenbers as foll ows:

(a) A "remaining famly nenber"” neans a person who

(i) was an authorized household nenber listed on the | ease during the
tenancy, including original household nenbers, nenbers added through
famly growth, or individuals granted permanent witten perm ssion by
NYCHA to reside in the apartnent:;

(ii) has resided continuously in the apartnent for no I ess than twelve
nonths from the date permanent perm ssion was granted and for at |east
twelve nonths imediately prior to the tenant's pernmanent vacancy or
deat h; and

(iii) has been included on all affidavits of incone submtted for the
apartnent during the rel evant residency period.

(b) To be eligible to succeed to a New York city housing authority
apartnment as a remaining famly nmenber, the individual mnust:

(i) have the legal capacity to enter into a | ease agreenent:;

(ii) pass all required crimnal background and sex offender registry
screeni ngs consistent with the New York city housing authority adni ssion
st andar ds;

(iii) provide verifiable inconme and household infornmation sufficient
for the New York city housing authority to calculate rent; and




O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 8412--A 3

iV agree to make all required use and occupanc aynents as cal cu-
lated by the New York city housing authority.

(c) Remmining famly successors shall not be responsible for any rent
arrears of the prior tenant, and any unpaid rent owed by the prior
tenant shall be subject to the New York city housing authority's policy
regarding wite-offs.

(d) For senior citizen apartnents with age requirenents. a remaining
famly menber nust neet all of the qualifications in paragraphs (a), (b)
and (c) of this subdivision and:

(i) my remain in the senior citizen apartnent if they neet the age
requirenents of the New York city housing authority:;

(ii) if they do not neet the age requirenents, may renmain in the
senior citizen apartnent if they agree that they shall be offered a
|l ease for the apartnment they currently occupy upon Signing an agreenent
to transfer to an appropriately sized apartnent within a general popu-
lation building.

(e) If required by the New York city housing authority's occupancy
standards, a renmnining fanmly nenber household qualifying for succession
shall relocate to an apartnent of appropriate size

(f) NYCHA shall notify all persons seeking remaining famly nenber
status of their right to request a grievance hearing pursuant to the New
York city housing authority's grievance procedures if they dispute any
decision, action, or failure to act by the New York city housing author-
ity regardi ng succession.

3. (a) The New York city housing authority shall establish and nain-
tain a grievance procedure for individuals clainng renmaining famly

nenber status, in accordance with its policies and applicable federa
regul ati ons.
(b) The grievance procedure shall include:

(i) notification to the remaining famly nenber claimant of their
right to request a grievance if they disagree with a decision, action
or failure to act by the New York city housing authority regarding their
succession clain

(ii) an initial infornmal conference wth the property manager to
di scuss the remaining famly nenber claim during which the claimnt nay
present supporting docunents and oral statenents:;

(iii) if the claimis denied, the opportunity for the remaining famly
nenber claimant to appeal the decision by submitting a witten request
for further admnistrative review and

(iv) a subsequent informal conference with a borough designee or an
inpartial hearing officer, depending on the nature of the denial, to
review the appeal and nake a final determ nation.

(c) During the grievance process, remaining fanmly nenber claimnts
are required to pay use and occupancy charges, calcul ated based on the
lower of the previous tenant's rent or the claimant's verified incone,
as determned by the New York city housing authority.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




