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STATE OF NEW YORK

8375

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 13, 2025

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing a
st atewi de co-shelter tool kit

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The |Ilegislature hereby
finds there is a statew de need for sheltered housing that acconmodates
conmpanion animals for victins of domestic violence and peopl e experienc-
i ng honel essness. Victins of donmestic violence historically remain in
abusive situations to curtail abuse against their conpanion aninal
pl aci ng an addi tional burden on individuals already in a dangerous and
taxing situation. Results froma survey conducted by the Urban Resource
Institute yielded that 48% of respondents were fearful of abusers harm
ing their conpanion animals and 50% i ndi cated they woul d not seek shel -
ter for thenselves if their conpani on animal could not be accomopdated.
Whi | e housing providers nay currently inmpose no-pet policies for legiti-
mate concerns related to health, safety and cost there are successful
nodel s across the nation that can be replicated. It 1is thereby the
intent of the legislature to produce a co-shelter toolkit to assist
housi ng providers in creating, inplenmenting and sustaining co-sheltering
model s to fill this critical gap and service those in need in New York
state.

8§ 2. The social services |law is anmended by adding a new section 459-bb
to read as follows:

8§ 459-bb. Statew de co-shelter toolkit. 1. The office of tenporary and
disability assi st ance, in consultation with the office for the
prevention of donestic violence, shall establish a conprehensive toolKit
inclusive of best practices, resources, case studies and other informa-
tion deenmed helpful to inform and encourage the inplenentation and
sust enance of co-shelter nodels. Such toolkit shall support new and
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existing efforts by housing providers, organizations and municipalities
to reduce existing sheltered housing barriers for victinse of donestic

viol ence and peopl e experiencing honel essness with conpani on ani nal s.

2. For the purposes of this section, co-sheltering shall nean housing
peopl e and conpanion aninals together.

3. Such co-shelter toolkit shall include, but not be limted to the
foll owi ng conponents:

(a) Introductory infornmation on honelessness and circunstances of
donmestic violence involving conpani on ani mal s;

(b) Partnership and coalition building with veterinarians, aninmm
welfare organizations, housing providers, |aw enforcenent and any other
organi zation deened hel pful to co-shelter inplenentation and sustained
operations;

(c) Systens-level response including, but not limted to, data
collection, coordinated entry, outreach, prevention and diversion
interimand permanent housi ng;

(d) Program response including, but not |limted to, low barrier pet-
inclusive policies, housing design, and animal health and supply needs;

(e) Worker response including, but not limted to, training in aninal
behavi or, hygi ene, and applicable aninmal cruelty | aw,

(f) Case studies of existing successful co-shelter prograns; and

(g) Prospective grant opportunities to reduce financial costs.

4. The comm ssioner of tenporary and disability services shall consult
applicable housing providers, non-profit organizations, veterinarians
and any other agency throughout the devel opnent of the guide to provide
evi dence-based reconmendati ons.

5. The co-shelter toolkit shall be nade accessible via nultiple
formats, including but not limted to, posted on the website, social
nedia outlets, and newsletters. The office shall conduct outreach to
ensure such toolkit is widely shared.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw.




