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May 13, 2025

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to estab-
lishing the health and safety guidelines for cats living in retai
food stores

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The agriculture and narkets law is anended by adding a new
section 381-a to read as foll ows:

8 381-a. Health and safety guidelines for cats living in retail food
st ores. 1. For purposes of this section:
(a) "Retail food store" shall have the same neaning as section five

hundred of this chapter.

(b) "Responsible care standards" shall nean the nininum standards for
the humane care of cats living in retail food stores as established by
the departnent.

(c) "Cat zone" shall nean an area within a retail food store, separate
fromfood preparation and storage areas, where a cat can rest and
retreat.

2. The departnent shall establish health and safety quidelines
pertaining to the humane and sanitary treatnment of cats living in retai
food stores. Such guidelines shall authorize retail food store owners
or operators to keep cats in retail food stores in adherence with rele-
vant health code provisions, provided that such retail food store is in
conpliance with responsible care standards.

3. The departnent shall establish responsible care standards for the
health and safety guidelines, which shall include, but not be linted
to:

(a) requirements for regular veterinary check-ups and preventative
care, including vaccinations;

(b) mandat ory spayi ng or neutering;
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(c) guidelines for proper nutrition, including the provision of
adequat e and appropriate food and fresh water;

(d) requirenents for the provision of safe and confortable cat zones;
and

(e) standards for maintaining a clean and sanitary environnent.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, amendnent and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such date.




