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STATE OF NEW YORK

8317

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 13, 2025

Introduced by M of A DURSO -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
all vehicles nove over or slow down for parked, stopped and standing
vehi cl es on highways, requiring the inclusion of at |east one question
regardi ng such requirenment on the state driver's |icense exam nation
and requires public education nmeasures on such requirenent

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1144-a of the vehicle and traffic law, as anmended
by chapter 517 of the laws of 2023, is anended to read as follows:

8§ 1144-a. Qperation of vehicles when approaching [a] parked, stopped
or standing [astheor—zed—erergeney—vehicler—hozard—vehicle—vehicle
displaoying—a—blue or greent-ght—or—certalnsether—nstor] vehicles. (a)

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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&3] Every operator of a notor vehicle on a [parkway—and—-or—a—coni—
roled-access] highway shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with a
nmot or vehicle which is parked, stopped or standing on the shoulder or
any portion of such |[parkway—or—cont+relled-access] highway. For the
pur poses of this [subdidsien] section, such due care shall include, but
not be limted to[+]

(i) rmoving froma |lane which contains or is imediately adjacent to
the shoul der where such notor vehicle is parked, stopped or standing to
anot her | ane, provided that such nmovenment otherwise conplies wth the
requirements of this chapter including, but not Ilimted to, the
provi sions of sections eleven hundred ten and eleven hundred twenty-
eight of this title.

(ii) for such operators who are unable to safely nove fromthe | ane
which contains or is imediately adjacent to the shoulder where such
notor vehicle is parked, stopped or standing in conpliance with the
requirenents of this chapter including, but not Jlinmted to, the
provisions of sections eleven hundred ten and el even hundred twenty-
eight of this title, reducing speed to a level that is both reasonable
and prudent for the given circunstances, and is in no event greater than
ten mles per hour below the posted speed |linmt when the speed linit is
twenty-five mles per hour or greater, or five mles per hour when the
posted speed limt is twenty mles per hour or less, whichever is |ower.

(b) Violations of paragraphs (i) and (ii) of subdivision (a) of this
section shall be subject to the same penalties, including but not limt-
ed to fines, driver violation points, and nandatory surcharges. The
departnent is authorized and directed to increase penalties for repeat
violations of this section or violations resulting in injury or death,
in alignnent with enhanced penalty structures adopted by other states to
det er dangerous driving behaviors and protect roadside workers.

(c) The departnent, in consultation with the departnment of transporta-
tion, shall

(i) develop and distribute conprehensive witten nmaterials detailing
the nove over law and its requirenents to all applicants for a driver's
license, as well as make such materials readily available at all [|icens-
ing offices statew de

(ii) display nove-over safety reminders pronminently on electronic
traffic nessage boards and other appropriate signage al ong hi ghways and
maj or roadways throughout the state.

(iii) integrate and enhance instruction on the nove over law within
existing driver education prograns, new driver curricula, and all public
awar eness canpaigns, ensuring the law s provisions and safety rationale
are clearly communicated to all nptorists.

8 2. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 4 of section 502
of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as anended by chapter 379 of the | aws of
2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

(i) Upon submssion of an application for a driver's license, the
applicant shall be required to take and pass a test, or submt evidence
of passage of a test, with respect to the laws relating to traffic, the
laws relating to driving while ability is inpaired and while intoxicat-
ed, under the overpowering influence of "Road Rage", "Wrk Zone Safety"
awar eness, "Mdtorcycle Safety" awareness and "Pedestrian and Bicyclist
Safety" awareness as defined by the comm ssioner, "School Bus Safety"
awareness, the lawrelating to exercising due care to avoid colliding

with [a] any parked, stopped or standi ng [authorized—erergency—vehi-cle
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o+—hazard] vehicle pursuant to section eleven hundred forty-four-a of
this chapter including, but not linmted to, the obligation to change
| anes or reduce speed, the ability to read and conprehend traffic signs
and synbols and such other matters as the comn ssioner may prescribe,
and to satisfactorily conplete a course prescribed by the conm ssioner
of not less than four hours and not nore than five hours, consisting of
cl assroomdriver training and highway safety instruction or the equiv-
alent thereof. Such test shall include at | east seven witten questions
concerning the effects of consunption of al cohol or drugs on the ability
of a person to operate a nmotor vehicle and the legal and financial
consequences resulting fromviolations of section el even hundred nine-
ty-two of this chapter, prohibiting the operation of a notor vehicle
while wunder the influence of alcohol or drugs. Such test shall include
one or nore witten questions concerning the devastating effects of
"Road Rage" on the ability of a person to operate a notor vehicle and
the legal and financial consequences resulting fromassaulting, threat-
ening or interfering with the | awful conduct of another person legally
usi ng the roadway. Such test shall include one or nore questions
concerning the potential dangers to persons and equi pment resulting from
the wunsafe operation of a notor vehicle in a work zone. Such test may
i nclude one or nore questions concerning notorcycle safety. Such test
may include one or nore questions concerning the |law for exercising due
care to avoid colliding with a parked, stopped or standing vehicle
pursuant to section eleven hundred forty-four-a of this chapter. Such
test may include one or nore questions concerning school bus safety.
Such test may include one or nore questions concerning pedestrian and
bi cyclist safety. Such test shall be adm nistered by the comm ssioner
The comm ssioner shall cause the applicant to take a vision test and a
test for color blindness. Upon passage of the vision test, the applica-
tion may be accepted and the application fee shall be payable.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective immediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
compl eted on or before such date.




