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STATE OF NEW YORK

8314

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 13, 2025

Introduced by M of A PAULIN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to requiring the
departnment of health to enter into a contract for the digitalization
and i ndexing of certain vital records

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is anmended by adding a new section
4180 to read as foll ows:

8 4180. Vital records digitalization. 1. For the purposes of this
section, the term

(a) "vital records index" or "index" shall nean a systematically
organized listing, conpilation, or database derived fromoriginal vital
records nmintained by the state |ocal registrars, including but not

limted to vital records relating to birth, death, narriage, and dissol -
ution of marriage., which includes at a mninum the nanes of any redgis-
trants, the date and location of the event's registration, and any
assigned identifying reference nunbers.

(b) "qualified entity" shall nean a natural person, firm organiza-
tion, partnership, association, corporation, or any other entity experi-
enced in nmintaining geneal ogi cal research dat abases.

2. The departnent shall enter into a long-termcontract with a quali -
fied entity to create, maintain, and update an online geneal ogica
research database of inmages of New York state birth, nmarriage, dissol-
ution of nmarriage, and death <certificates at no direct cost to the
state, in exchange for allowing the qualified entity to also provide
such database to its subscribers and custoners. Such online database
shall be designed and constructed to have the capability of allowing a
vital records index of birth, marriage, dissolution of nmarriage, and
death certificates to be linked to a digital imge of the underlying
original birth, marriage, dissolution of marriage, or death record once
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any such underlying record has becone public information under section
forty-one hundred seventy-four of this title, and the online geneal oqi -
cal research database shall be designed to allow the departnent to

create and activate such links to digital inmanges of the original
records. Any social security nunbers appearing on such records shall be
redacted from the digital inages provided to the public, which nay

include bulk redaction of social security fields from the inmges via
automated net hods. Such indexes shall be a public record and subject to
the state freedomof information |aw under article six of the public
officers | aw

§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 4174 of the public health |aw, as
anended by section 2 of part W2 of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003, is
anended to read as foll ows:

3. (a) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of |law, the conm ssioner
shall have the authority to determ ne the neans and nethods by which the
followi ng geneal ogical records shall be released to an applicant neeting
the qualifications to receive the relevant record type as described in
this section or in article three of the donestic relations law. (a) a
record of birth that has been on file for at |east seventy-five years:;
(b) a record of marriage, dissolution of marriage, or death that has
been on file for at least fifty years; or (c) any record of birth,
narriage, dissolution of marriage, or death for which the requester is a
lineal or collateral descendant.

(b) For any search of the files and records conducted for authorized
geneal ogical or research purposes, the conmissioner or any person
aut hori zed by [hiw] the comm ssioner shall be entitled to, and the
applicant shall pay, a fee of twenty dollars for each hour or fractiona
part of an hour of time of search, together with a fee of two dollars
for each uncertified copy or abstract of such record requested by the
applicant or for a certification that a search discloses no record.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw. Effective immedi ately, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any
rule or regul ation necessary for the inmplenentation of this act on its
effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such
effective date.




