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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 5, 2025

Introduced by M of A R CARROLL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Election Law -- conmittee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee --
comm ttee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anmended and
recommitted to said comittee

AN ACT to amend the election |aw and the education law, in relation to
overseas mlitary voters and special federal voters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 2 of section 8-400 of the
election |l aw, as anmended by chapter 481 of the laws of 2023, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(d) The board of elections shall mail an absentee ballot to every
qualified voter otherwi se eligible for such a ballot, who requests such
an absentee ballot from such board of elections in witing in a letter,
telefax indicating the address, phone nunber and the tel efax nunmber from
which the witing is sent, or other witten instrument, or enmail, or an

electronic application submtted by the voter through the electronic
absentee ballot application transmttal system established by the state
board of elections, which 1is signed by the voter and received by the
board of elections not [ater than the tenth day before the election for
which the ballot is first requested and which states the address where
the voter is registered and the address to which the ballot is to be
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EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8 2. Subdivision 2 of section 8-408 of the election |aw ié anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph (e) to read as foll ows:
(e) Mlitary voters and special federal voters shall be able to apply

for mlitary and special federal ballots using the el ectronic absentee
ballot application transmttal systemor any other electronic neans,
including email or fax. The state board of elections shall ensure the
el ectronic absentee ballot application transmittal systemshall be capa-
ble of capturing such additional information as nay be necessary to
determine a voter's eligibility, pursuant to article ten and title two
of article eleven of this chapter, and such other infornmation as may be
needed. Notwi thstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, any

application subnmtted by electronic portal, emnil or fax, if otherw se
valid, shall not require a subsequent or redundant additional paper
version of such registration or application to be also submtted in

order to be fully effective and valid.

8§ 3. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 2 of section 8-700 of the el ection
| aw, as added by chapter 481 of the laws of 2023, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(d) The board of elections shall mail an early nmail ballot to every
regi stered voter otherwise eligible for such a ballot, who requests such
an early mail ballot fromsuch board of elections in witing in a
letter, telefax indicating the address, phone nunber and the telefax
nunmber fromwhich the witing is sent or other witten instrunent, emi
or through an el ectronic application submtted by the voter through the
electronic early mail ballot application transmttal system established
by the state board of elections, which is signed by the voter and
received by the board of elections not later than the tenth day before
the election for which the ballot is first requested and which states
the address where the voter is registered and the address to which the
ballot is to be mail ed.

8§ 4. Section 10-104 of the election law is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 10-104. MIlitary voters; right to vote. A mlitary voter of this
state shall be entitled to vote as fully as if [he] they were present at

1 1 ] .

§ 5. Subdivisions 1, 4, and 11 of section 10-106 of the election |aw,
subdi vision 1 as anmended by chapter 434 of the | aws of 1984 and subdi vi -
sions 4 and 11 as anended by chapter 104 of the laws of 2010, are
amended to read as foll ows:

1. On or before the [thi—yFifth] tenth day preceding an el ection the
nanes and addresses of all military voters who have filed applications
for mlitary ballots by such day and who were not already registered

[Bis] their polling place and to register and vote in the manner herein-
aftgr provided [e*eep%T+ha%—Lhe—p#e¥Ls+ens-ei—%h%s—a#@#e#e—ﬁef—absen;ee

shall be registered by the board of elections in the election district
of residence of such mlitary voter as hereinafter provided. Such
registration and application for a mlitary ballot shall be filed in
person, or by mail, or by electronic portal, or by emil, or by fax.
Notwi t hstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, any reqis-
tration or application subnmitted by electronic portal, email or fax
shall not require a subsequent or redundant additional paper version of

such reqgistration or application to be also submtted in order to be
fully effective and valid.




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

A. 8257--B 3

4. Not earlier than the ninetieth or later than the seventy-fifth day
before each general or primary election, each county or city board of
el ections shall send, in accordance with the preferred nmethod of trans-
m ssion designated by the voter pursuant to section 10-107 of this arti-
cle, to each person who is registered as a mlitary voter and to every
other military voter in such county or city for whomit has a mlitary
address, an application for a mlitary ballot for such general election
inaformprescribed by the state board of elections, which shal
include a place for such nmilitary voter to enroll in a party, and shal
include the return address of such board of elections.

11. A board of elections may send to any spouse, parent, or adult
child, brother or sister of a mlitary voter serving inside or outside

of the continental linmts of the United States, an application for a
mlitary ballot, in a formprescribed by the state board of el ections.
Such application shall be on a postcard addressed to the appropriate
board of elections and shall include the statenent "l understand that
this application will be accepted for all purposes as the equival ent of
an affidavit and, if it <contains a material false statenent, shal

subject ne to the sane penalties as if I had been duly sworn". Such

application nmay be signed by the spouse, parent or adult child, brother
or sister of such mlitary voter. Upon receipt of such an application
from such a relative of a mlitary voter, the board of elections shal

mail a nllltary ball ot to such nllltary vot er [Lege%he+—a+%h—an—app¥+ea—

§ 6. Subdiviéion 2 of section 10-107 of the election |aw, as added by
chapter 104 of the laws of 2010, is anended to read as follows:
2. Irrespective of the preferred nethod of transm ssion designated by

a mlitary voter, a nmlitary voter's original conpleted [woter—tegstra—
LFen—appL+eaL+enT—n+++44He+—baLLeL—app++£ﬁﬁ44¥+4unﬂ mlitary ballot nust
be returned by mail or |n person [ne%M+%hs%and+ng—%ha#—a—p#+e#—eepy—%as

wai]. A _conpleted mlitary ballot application submtted through the
el ectronic absentee ballot application transmttal system established
under section 8-408 of this chapter or by email or by fax shall be an
original application and no conforn ng paper subm ssion, including but
not limted to a federal post card application form shall be required
to be submitted to either the state board of elections or any county
board of el ections.

8§ 7. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 10-108 of the election
| aw, as anended by chapter 164 of the laws of 2022, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(a) Ballots for mlitary voters shall be mailed or otherw se distrib-
uted by the board of elections, in accordance with the preferred nmethod
of transm ssion designated by the voter pursuant to section 10-107 of
this article, as soon as practicable but in any event not later than
forty-six days before a primary or general election; twenty-five days
before a New York city comunity school board district or city of
Buffalo school district election; fourteen days before a village
el ection conducted by the board of elections; forty-five days before a
special election; and twenty-three days before a special election held
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pursuant to paragraph b of subdivision three of section forty-two of the
public officers law. A voter who submits a mlitary ballot application
shall be entitled to a n1I|tary baIIot thereafter for each subsequent
electlon [ A ;

eeeu#] unl ess the voter S reQ|strat|on is cancelled or placed in inac-

tive status, the voter ceases to neet the qualifications to vote a mli-
tary ballot, or the voter requests otherw se, whichever occurs first;
provi ded, however, such application shall not be valid for any election
held within seven days after its receipt. Ballots shall also be nailed
to any qualified nmilitary voter who is already registered and who
requests such mlitary ballot from such board of elections in a letter

which is signed by the voter and received by the board of elections not
later than the seventh day before the election for which the ballot is
requested and which states the address where the voter is registered and
the address to mhlch the ballot is to be nuil ed. [Ihe-bea#d-ei—e#es%+ens

ballet—] In the case of a primary election, the board shall deliver only
the ballot of the party with which the mlitary voter is enrolled
according to the mlitary voter's registration records. In the event a
primary election is wuncontested in the mnmilitary voter's election
district for all offices or positions | =

, —£ ], no ballot shall be
delivered to such military voter for such election; and the mnmlitary
voter shall be advised of the reason why [he—e+she] they will not
receive a ballot.

8 8. Subdivision 2 of section 10-109 of the election |law, as anended
by chapter 200 of the laws of 1996, is anmended to read as follows:

2. If any ballot, application formor other mail sent to a mlitary
voter at [his] their military address by the board of elections is
returned by the post office as undeliverable, the board of elections
shal |l ascertain whether the mlitary voter is residing at the address
given on [kis] their registration records as [hs] their pernmanent
address. If [he] such military voter is residing at such address, the
board shall not send [kied themany further mlitary ballots unless [he]
such nmilitary voter applies for themin the regular way, giving a new
mlitary address. If such military voter is not residing at such perna-
nent address, the board of elections shall send a confirmation notice to
such mlitary voter at [his] their last mlitary address pursuant to the
provisions of section 5-712 of this chapter and shall place the regis-
tration of such voter in inactive status. However, if such a voter noti-
fies the board of elections that [he—has] they have noved to a new mli-
tary address, the board shall restore the registration of such voter to
active status in the manner prescribed by section 5-213 of this chapter
and the voter shall continue to receive a ballot for elections in which
the voter is entitled to vote pursuant to paragraph (a) of subdivision
one of section 10-108 of this article.

8 9. Paragraphs a and b of subdivision 1 of section 11-202 of the
el ection |I|aw, paragraph a as anended by chapter 113 of the |laws of 2023
and paragraph b as anended by chapter 262 of the laws of 2003, are
amended to read as foll ows:

a. A person, who, pursuant to this title, is qualified to vote as a
speci al federal voter may, by application received by the state board of
el ections or any local board of elections on or before the tenth day
next preceding any election in which such person would be entitled to

vote [er—the last day of local registrationfor such election—whichever
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sater—-] apply to the board of electlons of t he county in which they
resided [i } |

. Such reqgistration and
application for a special federal ballot shall be filed in person., or by

nail,. or by electronic portal, or by emnil, or by fax. Notwi thstanding
any other provision of lawto the contrary, any registration or applica-
tion submtted by electronic portal, emnil or fax shall not require a

subsequent or redundant additional paper version of such registration or
application to be also submtted in order to be fully effective and
valid. An application for registration and enrollnent pursuant to this
article shall be treated as an application for a special federal ball ot
for every eIectlon i n which the appllcant woul d be eI|g|bIe to vote

[ wh

uh+eh——nay——eeeu#] and shaII remain in effect unless t he SDeCIa| f edera

voter's registration is cancelled or inactivated, the voter ceases to
neet the qualifications to vote as a special federal voter, or the voter
requests otherw se, whi chever occurs first.

b. A person who, pursuant to the provisions of this title, is already
regi stered as a special federal voter, nmay, by application received by
the state board of elections or any local board of elections, apply to
the board of elections of the county in which [he—s] they are so regis-
tered [iA—person—or—by—wail] by any neans provided for by this chapter
for a special federal ballot. Such an application shall entitle such a
voter to receive a ballot for every election in which such voter s

entitled to vote [Mh+eh—+s—heLd—thLeHgh—and—+nGLHd+ng—the—ne*L—tme—#egH—

any——#Hn-effs——MhLGh——nay—émm*#q and shall remain in effect unless the

special federal voter's registration is cancelled or placed in inactive
status, the voter ceases to neet the qualifications to vote as a special
federal voter, or the voter requests otherw se, whichever occurs first,
provi ded, however, such application shall not apply to any el ection held
on or before the seventh day after receipt of such application.

8§ 10. Subdivision 2 of section 11-203 of the election | aw, as added by
chapter 104 of the laws of 2010, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. lrrespective of the preferred nmethod of transm ssion designated by

a speC|aI f eder al voter, a speci al federal voter's [e#%g#na#—eenp#eted
. . - el

speC|aI federal ball ot nust be returned by mail or in person [netm+th—

LLe—L#ansniss#en—e#—e#eet#en#e—na##]. A conDIeted sneC|aI federal vot er
ballot application submitted through the electronic absentee ball ot
application transmttal system established under section 8-408 of this
chapter or by emmil or by fax shall be an original application and no
conform ng paper subnission, including but not limted to a federa
postcard application form shall be required to be subnitted to either
the state board of elections or any county board of el ections.

8§ 11. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 11-208 of the election law, as
anmended by chapter 200 of the |aws of 1996, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Voters registered pursuant to this title shall be eligible to vote
in every election in which special federal voters are eligible to vote
which is held on or after the [thivtieth] tenth day after receipt of
their applications for such registration.

2. If any ballot, application formor other mail sent to a speci al
federal voter at [his] their address outside the United States by such
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board is returned by the post office as undeliverable, the board of
el ections shall send a confirmation notice to such special federal voter
at such address pursuant to the provisions of section 5-712 of this
chapter and shall ©place the registration of such voter in inactive
status. If the board of elections subsequently receives notice of a new
address outside the United States for such voter, or notice that the
voter is still at the sane address outside the United States, the board
shall restore the registration of such voter to active status in the
manner prescribed by section 5-213 of this chapter and the voter shal
continue to receive a ballot for elections in which the voter is enti-
tled to vote pursuant to paragraph b of subdivision one of section
11-202 of this article.

8§ 12. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 11-210 of the election |aw, as
anended by chapter 262 of the laws of 2003, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Not earlier than [sisdr] ninety or later than [fe+ty] seventy-five
days before each general or prinmary election in which special federa
voters are eligible to vote, the board of elections shall mail to each
voter who is eligible to vote in such election and who was registered
pursuant to this title for the previous election at which such voters
were eligible to vote, the application for a special federal ballot
provided for by this title; provided, however, the board of elections
shall not send such an application to any person who [has—appiedfor—a
ballot—and—whe] is already entitled to receive a ballot for such
el ection provided, however, the board of elections shall not send such
an application to any person who is already entitled to receive a ballot
for such el ection.

2. If a special election for representative in congress is called by
procl amati on of the governor, such an application shall be miled to
each voter registered pursuant to this title, who is eligible to vote in
such special election, not later than three days after the issuance of
the proclamation for such special election; provided, however, the board
of elections shall not send such an application to any person who [has
appted—Ffor——a—ballot—and—whoe] is already entitled to receive a ball ot
for such el ection.

8 13. Section 305 of the education lawis amended by adding a new
subdi vision 63 to read as foll ows:

63. The conmi ssioner shall require institutions of higher education to
provide all enrolled students which are participating in classes or
educational experiences while in another country during a primry or
general election with an electronic formfor a federal postcard applica-
tion or alink to such a formor application with clear direction on how
to vote from another country at [east one week prior to the start of
such classes or educational experiences in another country.

8 14. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a |law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.




