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STATE OF NEW YORK

8214

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 5, 2025

Introduced by M of A SAYECH -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health |Iaw and the donestic relations law, in
relation to providing for a w ndow of eighteen nonths for people to
receive certain vital records w thout paying a fee; and providing for
the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Protect
Qur Vote Act" or the "POV Act".

8§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 4173 of the public health |aw, as
anmended by chapter 288 of the laws of 2020, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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Leup—eL—Lh+s—L+LLe—] The reolstrar shall not be entltled to any fee for

any certification of birth or death or for any certified copy or certi-
fied transcript of any record of a birth or of a death or for any
certification that a search discloses no record of a birth or of a
death, furnished by the registrar to an applicant.

8 3. Subdivision 2 of section 4174 of the public health law, as
anended by section 2 of part W2 of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

2. Each applicant for a certification of birth or death, «certificate
of birth data or for a certified copy or certified transcript of a birth
or death certificate or certificate of birth data shall not be required
to remt to the comm ssioner with such application [a] any fee [ef—thi+r
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record of a birth or of a death].

8 4. Subdivisions 6 and 7 of section 4139 of the public health |aw, as
anended by section 1 of part W2 of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003, are
amended to read as foll ows:

6. The conmissioner shall not be entitled to [a] any fee [ef—thirty
deltars] for each certification, certified copy or certified transcript
of certificate of dissolution of marriage furnished.

7. For a search of the files where no such certification, certified
copy, or certified transcript is furnished, or for a certification that
a search discloses no record of a dissolution of marriage, the conm s-
sioner shall not be entitled to [a] any fee [ef—hi+riy—dollars].

8 5. Section 20-a of the donestic relations |aw, as anended by section
6 of part W2 of chapter 62 of the |laws of 2003, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 20-a. Certified transcripts of records; state comm ssioner of health
may furnish. The state comm ssioner of health or person authorized by
[BA] them shall, upon request, supply to any applicant a certified
transcript of any marriage registered under the provisions of this arti-
cle, unless [he—s] they are satisfied that the same does not appear to
be necessary or required for judicial or other proper purposes. Any
transcript of the record of a marriage, when properly certified by the
state conmi ssioner of health or person authorized to act for [hiw] them
shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and places of the facts
therein stated. For any search of the files and records conducted for
aut hori zed research purposes, the state comm ssioner of health shall not

be entltled to [a] __1 fee [ei—LMenLy—deLLa#s—Le;-eaeh-heu#——e#——i#ae-

deLLaLs] for tinme spent searching or for each uncert|f|ed copy or

abstract of such marriage record requested by the applicant [ —sadfees
Le—be—pa#d—by—#he—app#+eanp] [Eaeh] No applicant for a certified tran-
script of a nmarriage record shall remt to the state comn ssioner of
health [a] any fee [ef—thirty—dolars—in—payrent] for the search of the
files and records and the furnishing of a certified copy if such record
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is found or for a certification that a search di scl oses no record
marri age.
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8 6. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a |l aw and shall expire and be deenmed repealed eighteen

mont hs after such effective date.



