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STATE OF NEW YORK

821

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

I ntroduced by M of A FORREST, SH MSKY, BORES -- read once and referred
to the Cormittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to persons author-
ized to visit facilities operated by the departnent of social services
or a social services district and honel ess projects

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 42 of the social services law is anmended by addi ng
a new subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. "Energency congregate housing" shall mean any | ocation operated by
a state agency, city agency, or local nmunicipality or a provider under
contract or simlar agreenent with a state agency, city agency, or |ocal
nuni cipality where individuals and famlies reside for nore than nine-
ty-six continuous hours and where such individuals and fanilies sleep in
a congregate setting with shared facilities, including but not limted
to sleeping quarters and bathroons; provided, however, that energency

congregate housing shall not include any location operated by the
departnent or a provider under contract or sinmlar agreenent wth the
depart nent .

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 42 of the social services |law, as
anended by chapter 458 of the laws of 1986, is anended to read as
foll ows:

1. "Honeless project” shall mean energency congregate housing or a

specific facility, including | ands, buildings and inprovenents acquired,
constructed, renovated or rehabilitated and operated by a not-for-profit
corporation, charitable organization, wholly owned subsidiary of a not-
for-profit corporation or of a charitable organization, public corpo-
ration or a municipality to increase the availability of housing for
honel ess persons, which may include other non-housing services such as
but not limted to dining, recreational, sanitary, social, nedical and
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nmental health services as nay be deened by the conmi ssioner to be essen-
tial to such a project.

8 3. The social services law is anmended by adding a new section 40-a
to read as foll ows:

8 40-a. Persons authorized to visit facilities. Notwi thstanding any
rule, regulation, or lawto the contrary, the follow ng persons shall be
authorized to visit at pleasure all facilities operated by the depart-
nent or a social services district, including adult care facilities as
defined in subdivision twenty-one of section two of this chapter and
honel ess projects as defined in subdivision one of section forty-two of
this chapter: The governor and |ieutenant-governor, conptroller and
attorney-general, nmenbers of the legislature and their acconpanying
staff as requested by the nenber of the legislature if the nenber
requests to be so acconpani ed, nenbers of the elected legislative body
of the county in which the facility is |ocated and their acconpanying
staff as requested by the nenber of such legislative body if the nenber
requests to be so acconpanied, in city council and their acconpanying
staff as requested by the city council nenber if the council nenber
requests to be so acconpanied, judges of the court of appeals, justices
of the suprene court and county judges, district attorneys and every
clergyman or mnminister, as such terns are defined in section two of the
religious corporations law, having charge of a congregation in the coun-
ty in which such facility is |ocated.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately.




