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STATE OF NEW YORK

8175

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 5, 2025

Introduced by M of A BICHOTTE HERMELYN -- read once and referred to
the Conmmittee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to authorizing nurses and
doctors licensed in Puerto Rico to practice in New York state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "Puerto Rico Heal thcare Professional Reciprocity Act"

8§ 2. Legislative findings and intent. The legislature finds that the
Commonweal th of Puerto Rico maintains rigorous educational and |icensing
standards for healthcare professionals, conparable to those of New York
state. Expandi ng practice eligibility for nurses and physicians |icensed
in Puerto Rico will help address critical healthcare workforce shortages
and ensure high-quality nedical services for New York's residents.

8 3. Section 6905 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 9 to read as foll ows:

(9) Puerto Rico: An applicant who holds a current and valid license
as a registered professional nurse issued by the Commbnwealth of Puerto
Rico shall be deened to have satisfied the educational and exani nation
requirenents under this section, provided that the applicant neets al
other applicable requirenments, including character and fitness, as
determ ned by the departnent.

8 4. Section 6908 of the education lawis amended by adding a new
subdi vision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. This article shall not be construed to prohibit persons licensed as
registered professional nurses by the Commpnwealth of Puerto Rico from
practicing in New York state upon registration with the departnment and
verification of licensure in good standing, wthout the necessity of
addi ti onal exam nati on.

8§ 5. Section 6524 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 12 to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(12) An applicant who holds a current and valid license as a physician

or surgeon issued by the Coomonwealth of Puerto Rico shall be deened to
have satisfied the professional education and examhation requirenents
under this section, provided that the applicant neets all other applica-
ble requirenents, including character, fitness, and conpletion of a
residency programas determ ned by the departnent.

8§ 6. Section 6526 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdivision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. Any physician who is licensed and in good standing in Puerto Rico
shall be eligible to apply for licensure in New York state wi thout being
required to retake national licensing examnations, provided that
verification of education, training, and good standing is furnished to
the departnent.

§ 7. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




