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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 22, 2025

Introduced by M of A BARCLAY, BLANKENBUSH, GRAY -- read once and
referred to the Comrittee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to providing for tenpo-
rary exenptions to educational institutions fromcertain requirenments
related to the use of multi-occupancy bathroons and | ocker roons and
to authorizing the use of state building aid for related facility
i mprovenents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. It is the intent of the Legislature to
ensure that all students in New York State educational institutions have
access to private, inclusive, and confortable bathroomand |ocker room
facilities. This act provides that all educational institutions in the
state of New York shall be exenpt fromthe requirenent to permt the use
of multi-occupancy bathroonms and | ocker roons until such facilities are
converted, renovated, or newy constructed to ensure a private, inclu-
sive, and confortable environnment for all students.

8§ 2. Section 296 of the executive law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 4-a to read as foll ows:

4-a. (a) For the purposes of this subdivision, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

(i) "Educational institution" neans any public school district, char-
ter school, board of cooperative educational services, or other entity
aut hori zed to provide kindergarten through twelfth grade public educa-
tion in the state.

(ii) "Multi-occupancy bathroom or |ocker rooml neans a facility
designed for sinmultaneous use by nore than one individual and custonar-
ily designated for use based on gender.

(iii) "Private, inclusive, and confortable space" neans a bathroom or
|l ocker roomfacility designed to allow all students access to privacy
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and inclusivity regardless of gender identity or expression, including
but not limted to single-occupancy or individually partitioned spaces.

(iv) "Transgender" neans a person whose gender identity differs from
the gender identity typically associated with the sex they were assigned
at birth.

(b)(i) Al educational institutions in the state shall be tenporarily
exenpt from any state-inposed requirenent pursuant to subdivision four
of this section related to allowing unrestricted use of nulti-occupancy
bathroons and | ocker roonms by transgender students until such tine as
the relevant facilities are converted, renovated, or newy constructed
to provide private, inclusive, and confortable spaces for all students.

(ii) This exenption shall remain in effect for each institution until
the conpletion of the institution's necessary facility nodifications as
described in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph.

(c)(i) School districts and other educational institutions shall be
eligible for state building aid pursuant to subdivision six of section
three thousand six hundred two of the education |law to support the costs
of converting, renovating, or constructing bathroomand |ocker room
facilities to provide private, inclusive, and confortable spaces for al
students.

(ii) The conm ssioner of education shall provide guidance on eligible
expenses and procedures for obtaining state building aid for such
pur poses._

8§ 3. Severability clause. If any provision of this act or its applica-
tion to any person, legal entity, or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons, legal entities or circunstances shall not be affected.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




