O©CoOO~NOUIA~AWNPE

STATE OF NEW YORK

8020

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 22, 2025

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on People with Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to creating a pilot
program to inprove equity and efficiency in housing for people with
devel oprmental disabilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene law is anmended by addi ng a new section
13.44 to read as foll ows:

8§ 13.44 Shared housing pilot program

1. The office for people with devel opnental disabilities shall estab-
lish a pilot programin partnership with a nonprofit organization that
has experience providing enploynment training and support for individuals
with autism spectrumdi sorder. Such pilot programshall explore alterna-
tive housing nodels for individuals with intellectual and devel opnental
disabilities. Specifically, such pilot shall work with the partner
nonprofit organization to provide shared residential housing for up to
four individuals per unit, supported by dedicated staff.

2. Under the pilot program the funding allotted per individual shal
not be decreased by a substantial anpbunt due to the shared residentia
uni t . The pilot programshall serve to balance equitable funding with
incentivizing shared spaces in order to pronote community for residents
and to increase efficiency by reducing the total nunber of units funded.

3.  For the purposes of the pilot programestablished by this section
the office may waive or alter certain housing requirenents, as neces-
sary, to achieve the goals of the pilot program including but not
limted to funding allotnents based on residents per unit pursuant to
subdivision two of this section.

4. Wiile the partner nonprofit organization may conduct day-to-day
operations of residential units, the office shall oversee and nonitor
residential units established through the pilot programin order to
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ensure the welfare of its residents and to evaluate the effectiveness of
this nodel, including the inpact on resident well-being, cost-effective-
ness, and adm nistrative efficiency.

5. The office shall report its findings to the governor, the tenporary
president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly three years

after the establishnent of the pilot program The office nmay recomend

regul atory changes based on the outcones of the pilot program

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.



