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STATE OF NEW YORK

7967

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 16, 2025

Introduced by M of A TAPIA -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Governmental QOperations

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law, in relation to rights of persons
with disabilities to be acconpani ed by a gui de dog or service dog

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 47 of the civil rights law, as amended by chapter
404 of the laws of 1986, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 47. Use of public facilities [by—persons—with—a—disability] and
ot her acconmodations. 1. No person shall be denied adnittance to and/or
the equal use of and enjoyment of any public facility solely because
said person is a person with a disability and is acconpanied by a guide
dog, hearing dog or service dog. No person with a disability shall be
denied the right to be acconpanied by a guide dog or service dog in any
place of public accommmdation, resort or amusenent, or housing accomb-

dati on.

No extra charge or security deposit shall be inposed on a person with a
disability for a quide dog or service dog in a housing accommvbdati on;
provi ded, however, that such person shall be liable for any danage done

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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to the premises or facilities of such housing accommpdation by such
gui de dog or service dog.

8§ 2. Section 47-b of the civil rights Iaw, as anmnended by chapter 404
of the laws of 1986, subdivisions 1, 4 and 7 as anended by chapter 141
of the laws of 2015 and subdivision 3 as anended by chapter 536 of the
| aws of 2014, is anended to read as fol |l ows:

§ 47-b. [M-scellaneous] Definitions and m scellaneous provisions. 1.
Persons with a disability acconmpani ed by guide dogs, hearing dogs or
servi ce dogs shall be guaranteed the right to have such dogs in their
i medi ate custody while exercising any of the rights and privil eges set
forth in this article, provided that in instances of enploynent pursuant
to section forty-seven-a of this article, such dog has been trained by a
qualified person. Blind persons shall, further, have the right to carry
a cane in their i mmedi ate custody while exercising any of the rights and
privileges set forth in this section.

2. No person or |legal entity, public or private, shall attenpt to
i npose or naintain any direct or indirect additional <charge for the
admttance of a guide dog, hearing dog or service dog acconpanying a
person with a disability, nor shall any conditions or restrictions not
specifically set forth in this article be inposed on the person's rights
as set forth herein.

3. A person engaged in training a dog to guide or otherw se aid
persons with a disability, while engaged in such training activities,
and a person with a disability for whomthe dog is being trained, shal
have the sane rights and privileges set forth for persons with a disa-
bility in this article.

4. For the purposes of this article, the following terns shall have
the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) The term "guide dog", or "hearing dog" shall nean a dog that is
under the control, consistent with federal regulations inplenmenting the
Anericans with Disabilities Act, Title IIl, at 28 CFR 36.302(c), of the
person using or training it and has been or is being trained to guide or
otherwise to aid a person with a disability.

[ 5—For—the—purposes—of—this—articlethe] (b) The term"disability"
shal |l have the sane neaning as provided for in subdivision twenty-one of
section two hundred ninety-two of the executive |aw.

[6~] (c) The term"service dog" neans any dog under the control
consistent with federal regulations inplenenting the Anericans with
Disabilities Act, Title I1l, at 28 CFR 36.302(c), of the person using or
training it, and that has been or is being individually trained to do
work or performtasks for the benefit of a person with a disability.

(d) The term"public facility" means and shall include, but shall not
be limted to, all nodes of public and private transportation, TNC vehi -
cles as defined by section sixteen hundred ninety-one of the vehicle and
traffic law, all fornms of public and private housing accommbdations
whet her permanent or tenporary, buildings to which the public is invited
or permtted, including those maintained by the state or by any poli-
tical subdivision thereof, all educational facilities and institutions,
including those nmaintained by the state or by any political subdivision
thereof, all places where food is offered for sale, all theatres,
including both live playhouses and notion picture establishnments and al
other places of public accommbdations, convenience, resort, enter-
tainment, or business to which the general public or any classification
of persons therefromis normally or customarily invited or pernitted.
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(e) The term "place of public accommpdation, resort or anmusenent”
shall have the sanme neaning as defined by section tw hundred ni nety-two
of the executive |aw.

5. Any law, rule, or regulation conflicting with any provision of this
article is, to the extent of said conflict only, deened to be superseded
by the provisions of this article.

-]

8§ 3. Section 47-c of the civil rights law, as anended by chapter 295
of the laws of 2004, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 47-c. Penalties. 1. Any person or legal entity, public or private,
violating any provision of this article shall be guilty of a violation.

2. Any person or legal entity, public or private, violating [section
forty-—seven—and/ior] subdivision one or two of section forty-seven-b of
this article two or nore tines within a two year period shall be guilty
of a violation punishable by a fine of one thousand doll ars.

3. Any person or legal entity, public or private, who know ngly
violates section forty-seven of this article shall be guilty of a nisde-
neanor and subject to a fine not exceeding two thousand five hundred
dol |l ars.

8 4. The civil rights law is anmended by adding a new section 47-d to
read as fol |l ows:

8 47-d. Public awareness and education. 1. The division of human
rights, in consultation with the office of the attorney general and the
office for people with developnental disabilities, shall devel op and
inplenent a public awareness and education canpaign to inform the
public, businesses, housing providers, transportation services, and
governnent entities about:

(a) the rights of individuals with disabilities to be acconpanied by
gui de dogs and service dogs as provided under this article;

(b) penalties associated with violations of this article; and

(c) appropriate conduct and reasonable acconmmbdati ons for individuals
acconpani ed by gui de dogs and service dogs.

2. The public awareness and education canpaign under subdivision one

of this section shall include, but not be linted to:
(a) online resources, including informational nmaterials on state agen-
cy websites;

(b) distribution of printed educational naterials to places of public
accommodation, resort or anusenent and transportation hubs; and

(c) outreach and training programs targeting businesses, public
service providers, and housing providers.

3. The division of human rights shall provide guidance for how busi -
nesses and service providers may conply wth the provisions of this
article and may also partner with nonprofit organizations and advocacy
groups to pronote awareness.

4. The public education and awareness canpaign under this section
shall conmmence no later than ninety days after the effective date of
this section.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately,
the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut horized to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




