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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 11, 2025

Introduced by M of A HYNDMAN -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to physical therapist
assi stants

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 6738 of the education law, as
anended by chapter 511 of the laws of 2022, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

a. A "physical therapist assistant" nmeans a person |licensed in accord-
ance with this article who works under the direction and supervision of
a licensed physical therapist performng such patient related activities
as are assigned by the supervising physical therapist. Duties of phys-

i cal therapist assistants shall not include evaluation, testing, inter-
pretation, planning or nodification of [patient—prograns] a patient's
plan of care. Supervision [ef¥=a] by the |I|icensed physical therapist

[ assistant—by—a—ticensed] shall be continuous but shall not necessarily

require the physical presence at the tine and place where services are
being perforned. Provided further, however, such physical therapist
[ st I ; Lsion. ; ’ I
superwi-sion] nust be available for consultation with the physical thera-
pi st assistant or patient within a reasonable anount of tine pursuant to
the conmmissioner's reqgulations. The nunber of |icensed physical thera-
pi st assistants supervi sed by one |icensed physical therapist shall not
exceed the ratio of four licensed physical therapist assistants to one
I i censed physical therapist as shall be determned by the commi ssioner's
regul ations insuring that there be adequate supervision in the best
interest of public health and safety. Nothing in this section shal

prohibit a hospital from enploying physical therapist assistants,
provided they work under the supervision of physical therapists desig-
nated by the hospital and not beyond the scope of practice of a physical

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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therapi st assistant. The nunerical limtation of this section shall not
apply to work perforned in a hospital, provided that there be adequate

supervision in the best
§ 2. This act shal
I aw.

interest of public health and safety.
take effect one year after it shall have becone a



