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STATE OF NEW YORK

7823

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 11, 2025

Introduced by M of A LUCAS -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Cities

AN ACT to anmend the admi nistrative code of the city of New York and the
executive law, in relation to providing energency evacuation plans and
saf e spaces for vul nerabl e occupants, and providing for the establish-
ment of a voluntary registry to neet the special needs of occupants
who require assistance during evacuations or other energency situ-
ations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 403.4.8.4.2 of the New York city building code, as
anmended by section 5 of part C of local |aw nunber 126 of the city of
New York for the year 2021, is anended to read as foll ows:

403.4.8.4.2 Emergency power loads in Goup R 2 occupancies. Goup R2
occupancies in buildings greater than 125 feet (38 100 nm in height
shall be required to provide an energency power system to support the
foll owi ng | oads:

1. Exit signs and neans of egress illumination required by Chapter 10;

2. Enmergency voice conmunications systens, including Fire Departnent
i n-building Auxiliary Radi o Communi cati on systens (ARCs); [ard]

3. Electrically powered fire punps, unless electrical power to the
motor is taken ahead of the min fromthe street side of the house
service switch[—] .

4. At least one elevator serving all floors, or one elevator per bank
where different banks serve different portions of the building; and

5. Electricity for dedicated safe spaces, pursuant to section 403.4.9

8§ 2. The New York city building code is anended by adding a new
section 403.4.9 to read as foll ows:

403.4.9 Energency nedical supplies and safe spaces for occupants. All
residential occupancies in buildings greater than 125 feet (38 100 nmm
in height shall be required to designate safe spaces for vulnerable
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occupants, in the event of a power outage or energency situation that
does not necessitate evacuation. Vulnerable occupants shall i ncl ude

those occupants who are elderly, or chronically ill or disabled, includ-
ing those suffering fromnental illness and those persons specified in
subdi vision 2 of section 23-d of the executive law. Such safe spaces
shall be equipped wth a range of nedical supplies with a particul ar
focus on supplies used by occupants that require access to a power

source and supplies used by persons included in the registry established

pursuant to subdivision 2 of section 23-d of the executive |aw
8§ 3. The New York city building code is amended by adding 4 new

sections 403.5.7, 403.5.7.1, 403.5.7.2, and 403.5.7.3 to read as
foll ows:
403.5.7 Energency evacuation plans for vul nerable occupants. An ener-

gency evacuation plan for vulnerable occupants shall be prepared and
maintained for all residential occupancies. The term "vul nerabl e occu-
pants" shall include the foll ow ng:

1. Occupants who are elderly, or chronically ill or disabled, includ-
ing those suffering fromnental illness.

2. Any occupant who voluntarily subnits their personal information for
inclusion in the reqgistry established pursuant to subdivision 2 of
section 23-d of the executive | aw.

The evacuation plan shall include special enployee actions and proce-
dures necessary for such vulnerable occupants, and shall be anended or
revi sed upon the occupancy of an individual wth unusual needs.

403.5.7.1 Evacuation plan posting sites. A copy of the evacuation plan
and a di agram depicting evacuation routes shall be given to vulnerable
occupants prior to initial occupancy. A diagram depicting evacuation
routes shall also be posted on or immediately adjacent to every door
opening into interior stair enclosures and imediately adjacent to occu-
pant evacuation el evators.

403.5.7.2 Enployee training. Enployees shall be periodically trained
in the actions and procedures to take in the event vulnerable occupants
require evacuation and shall be Kkept inforned of their duties and
responsibilities under the plan.

403.5.7.3 Qccupant training. Vulnerable occupants capable of assisting
in their own evacuation shall be trained in the proper actions to take
in the event of an evacuation. Vulnerable occupants shall also be
trained to assist each other in case of evacuation to the extent their
physical and nental abilities permt themto do so without additiona

personal ri sk. In buildings using occupant evacuation elevators in
accordance wth Section 3008, occupant training shall i ncorporate

specific procedures for the occupants using such elevators.

8 4. The executive |law is anended by adding a new section 23-d to read
as foll ows:

8 23-d. Naturally occurring retirenent conmunity registry of elderly
or disabled persons; notice. 1. For the purposes of this section:

(a) "covered nmunicipality" shall nean a county or city with a conpre-
hensi ve energency managenment plan pursuant to section twenty-three of
this article;

(b) "chief executive" shall nean the chief executive of a covered
muni ci pality;

(c) "naturally occurring retirenent conmunity" shall have the sane
neaning as in paragraph (e) of subdivision one of section tw hundred
nine of the elder |aw and shall include nei ghborhood naturally occurring
retirenment community as defined in paragraph (f) of subdivision one of
section two hundred nine of the elder |aw
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(d) "reqgistry" shall nean the list that is conpiled by each covered
muni cipality of elderly or disabled persons |ocated within a naturally
occurring retirenment community as established under subdivision tw of
this section; and

(e) "Naturally Occurring Retirenent Community Database" or "NORCD'
shall nean the conprehensive |list of every covered nunicipality reqgistry
as established under subdivision eight of this section.

2. In each covered nmunicipality, in order to neet the special needs of
persons who woul d need assi stance during evacuations or other energency
situations and sheltering because of physical or nental handi caps. or
whose ability to care for thenselves during an energency situation is
adversely affected by advanced age, or pernmanent or tenporary nedical
condition of the use of a nedical device that requires electricity to
operate, each chief executive of such covered nunicipality shall main-
tain a registry of elderly or disabled persons located wthin a
naturally occurring retirenent comunity who voluntarily submt their
information for inclusion in the registry. The registry shall identify
those persons in need of assistance and plan for resource allocation,
including but not limted to nedical devices and supplies to neet those
identified needs. To assist the chief executive in identifying such
persons, the covered nmunicipality's departnent of health, or such other
departnent or agency as designated by the chief executive, shall provide
voluntary registration information to all residents of areas determ ned

to be naturally occurring retirenent communities. The registry shall be
updated at least every six nonths. The registration program shall give

elderly or disabled persons the option of pre-authorizing energency
response personnel to enter their hones during search and rescue oper-
ations if necessary to ensure their safety and welfare during disasters.

3. Upon the establishnent of a registry as provided under subdivision
two of this section, the chief executive shall nake such registry avail -
able to the appropriate city, county, state and federal agencies for
their use in delivering services in the event of a local or state disas-
ter. The chief executive shall at |east every six nonths provide such
registry infornmation to the New York state office of energency nmanage-
nent, including all updates to such reqgistry information, for placenent
in the NORCD as established under subdivision eight of this section. The
chief executive may, at their discretion, use the registry information
for local disaster preparedness only in coordination wth other poli-
tical subdivisions of the state.

4. Upon the establishnent of a registry as provided under subdivision
two of this section, at |l east every six nonths, each chief executive
shall cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation within
a covered nunicipality that contains a naturally occurring retirenent
conmmunity, a notice of the availability of the voluntary reqgistration
progr am

5. Al records, data, information. correspondence and communi cations
relating to the registration of elderly or disabled persons as provided
under subdivision two of this section are confidential., except that such
information shall be available to the chief executives of other covered
nmunicipalities and the NORCD for local disaster preparedness only as the
chief executive of the covered nunicipality maintaining such reqgistry
deens necessary. Provided, however, the individual file of a person
having registered with the registry of elderly or disabled persons shal
be made available to that person upon request.

6. All community-based services providers, including but not limted
to honme health care providers and the director of the naturally occur-
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ring retirenment conmmunity supportive service program pursuant to section
two hundred nine of the elder law, shall assist each chief executive by

collecting reqgistration information for elderly or disabled persons as
part of programintake processes, establishing prograns to increase the
awareness of the reqgistration process, and educating clients about the
procedures that may be necessary for their safety during disasters.

7. A covered municipality shall not be liable for any claimbased upon
the good faith exercise or performance or the good faith failure to
exercise or performa function or duty on the part of any officer or
enployee in carrying out a local disaster preparedness plan

8. (a) The commission shall establish the NORCD and the conmi ssion
shall accept voluntary registrants directly as needed, at which tine
such registration information collected shall be forwarded to the appro-
priate covered nmunicipality for inclusion in the covered nunicipality's

registry.
b) The NORCD shall be nmade accessible to all such appropriate state

county and city energency response personnel and organi zations as my be
deened appropriate by the conmission in order to properly plan for
securing the needs, safety, and well-being of the reqgistrants. This
shall include, but not be limted to, planning for evacuations, assess-
ing the need for individual evacuations during energency situations that
nmay not require the evacuation of the general public, pre-positioning
equipnent and supplies including alternatives to nedical devices that
require electricity to operate, or such other neasures as the conm ssion
deens necessary to acconplish the objectives of this article. In addi-
tion, the NORCD shall be made accessible to all appropriate federa
ener gency response organi zati ons and personnel and shall be nmade avail -
able to such other voluntary relief organizations as the conmni ssion
deens necessary.

(c) Al records, data., information. correspondence and conmuni cations
relating to the NORCD shall be confidential, except that such inform-
tion may be nmade available at the discretion of the commssion in furth-
erance of the objectives of this article. The individual file of a
person having information in the NORCD shall be made available to that
person upon reguest.

(d) The commi ssion shall not be liable for any claim based upon the
good faith exercise or perfornmance or the good faith failure to exercise
or performa function or duty on the part of any officer or enployee in
the mai ntenance or usage of the NORCD

8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective immediately, the addition, amend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmde and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




