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STATE OF NEW YORK

7770

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 10, 2025

Introduced by M of A TORRES -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Labor

AN ACT to anend the labor law, in relation to requiring the conmi ssioner
of labor to prepare an annual report on the cost of |iving, poverty
rates and adequacy of the current mninmumwage in the state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 21 of +the labor lawis anended by adding a new
subdi vision 17 to read as foll ows:

17. Shall prepare and submt to the governor, the tenporary president
of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly and the chairs of the senate
and assenbly committees on labor on or before the thirtieth day of
Sept enber an annual report on the state's cost of living, poverty rates,
and the adequacy of the current mninum wage. The report shall analyze
the change in living costs using the available and widely consulted cost
of living neasures, including, but not linmted to the true cost of
econonic security (TCES) neasure, the MT living wage calculator, the
econonic policy institute (EPI) famly budget calculator, and the
University of Washington self-sufficiency standard. The report shal
al so analyze changes in poverty and child poverty for households that
include one or nore workers, using Anerican Community Survey data for
the latest available year. Such analysis shall exanine changes in the
specified neasures for each year since Decenber thirty-first, two thou-
sand ei ghteen, disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, age, disability
status, household size, profession and education level for each of the
four regions of the state, which shall be defined as: the city of New
York: the suburban counties of Wstchester, Suffolk and Nassau; the
Hudson Valley counties of Rockland, Putnam O ange, U ster, G eene,
Dut chess, Colunbia, Al bany, and Rensselaer; and the counties of the
remainder of the state. The report shall also conpare the current and
projected future value of the state's upstate nininum wage wth the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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mnimum wages in other high-cost states, including but not linmted to
Washington, California and Hawaii, and conpare the current and projected
future value of the state's mninumwage in the city of New York, and
the counties of Wstchester, Nassau and Suffolk with the m ni num wages

in other high-cost cities, including but not linmted to Seattle, San
Francisco, los Angeles, Washington, D.C., and Denver. The conm SSi oner
may include in the report such other analysis as they find useful in

assessing the adequacy of the state's mninmumwage. In preparing the
report and determning its nethodol ogy, the conm ssioner shall consult
with a three-person advisory comrittee, the nenbers of which shal
consi st of one appointee each by the governor, the tenporary president
of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




