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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 21, 2025

Introduced by M of A BICHOTTE HERMELYN -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Governmental Operations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, the state finance |law and the public
authorities law, in relation to establishing expanded construction
ment or ship opportunities for snall and mnority and wonen-owned busi -
ness enterprises

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 4 of section 311 of the execu-
tive law, as added by chapter 96 of the |laws of 2019, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(e) identify and establish nmentorship opportunities and ot her business
devel opnment programs to increase capacity and better prepare MABEs for
bidding on contracts with state agencies upon successful conpletion of

the nmentorship opportunity. Such mentorship opportunities shall be
intended to ensure that nmentor and nentee are connected based on a
comercially useful function. Ment orship opportunities shall also be

identified and established in instances where there is privity of
contract between a minority and wonmen-owned business enterprise and a
subcontractor or contractor working on a state contract.

8§ 2. Paragraph (j) of subdivision 2-a of section 313 of the executive
| aw, as anended by chapter 96 of the laws of 2019, is anmended and a new
paragraph (k) is added to read as foll ows:

(j) require each agency to consult the nbst current disparity study
when cal cul ati ng agency-w de and contract specific participation goals
pursuant to this article; [anrd]

(k) encourage nmentor-protege relationships as defined in section one
hundred forty-seven of the state finance law, between a mnority and
wonen- owned business enterprise and a state agency where there is privi-
ty of contract between a mnority and wonen- owned busi ness enterprise
and a subcontractor or contractor working on a state contract.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 147 of the state finance law, as added
by chapter 360 of the laws of 2009, is anended to read as follows:

1. In every state agency, department and authority which has let nore
than ten mllion dollars in service and construction contracts in the
prior fiscal vyear, the chief executive officer of that agency, depart-
ment or authority shall devel op a nentor-protege programto foster |ong-
termrel ati onshi ps between state agencies, approved nentor firns, and
smal |l  business concerns and mnority and wonen-owned busi nesses certi -
fied pursuant to article fifteen-A of the executive law, in order to
enhance the capabilities of small and minority and wonen-owned busi ness
concerns, inprove their success in contracting with the state or receiv-
i ng subcontracts under a state contract, and to create sources of reli-
able contractors and subcontractors ready to performlarger jobs and
responsibilities. Participation in the programshall be voluntary for
both the nentor firmand the protege firm Such nentor-protege prograns
shall be established in instances where there is privity of contract
between a minority and wonen- owned business enterprise and a subcontrac-
tor or contractor working on a state contract.

8 4. Subparagraphs (vi) and (vii) of paragraph b of subdivision 2 of
section 1265-b of the public authorities I aw, as added by chapter 206 of
the |aws of 2010, are anended and a new subparagraph (viii) is added to
read as foll ows:

(vi) to assist only small business nentoring program partici pants that
have been awarded snal| business nentoring programcontracts to obtain
any surety bond or contract of insurance required of themin connection
wi th such contract only notw thstanding any provision of section two
t housand five hundred four of the insurance law to the contrary; [and]

(vii) for small businesses that have been accepted into the snal
busi ness nentoring program under subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (d) of
subdivision one of this section, in addition to the benefits of such
program and notwi thstandi ng any ot her provision of law, to provide tech-
ni cal assistance in obtaining bid, paynent and performance bonding for
authority public work contracts that are not small business nentoring
program contracts, for which the small business is otherwise quali-
fied -] ;. _and

(viii) to further establish small business nentoring progranms between
the agency and a minority and wonen-owned business enterprise in
instances where there is privity of contract between a minority and
wonen- owned busi ness enterprise and a subcontractor or contractor work-
ing on an authority public works contract.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmmediately; provided, however, that;

(a) the anendnents to article 15-A of the executive |aw, nade by
sections one and two of this act, shall not affect the expiration of
such article and shall expire and be deened expired therewith; and

(b) the amendnents to section 1265-b of the public authorities |aw
made by section four of this act shall not affect the repeal of such
section and shall be deened repealed therewith




