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STATE OF NEW YORK

7216

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 21, 2025

Introduced by M of A CHANDLER- WATERMAN -- read once and referred to
the Committee on El ection Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to providing voting nate-
rials and translators in French and Creole in the city of New York

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "Haitian-
American Infornmed Voter Act”

8§ 2. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 3-508 to read
as foll ows:

8 3-508. Boards of elections; voting materials in French and Creole. A
board of elections in a city of over one nmillion shall provide the sane
information in French and Creole that it provides in |anguages other
than English on its website. It shall also produce and disseninate city-
wide a booklet that includes: (a) a voter registration formin English
with instructions in French and Creole; (b) instructions regarding the
criteria and application process for obtaining an absentee ballot; and
(c) a section with general information including frequently asked ques-
tions. Such board may include other |anguages on its website and in such
bookl et .

§ 3. Section 8-104 of the election lawis anmended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. Inthe city of New York, during days of primary, general and
special elections, at each prenises wherein a polling place or places
are located in a political subdivision of the state where nore than five
percent of the citizens of voting age of such political subdivision
speak the language of French and/or Creole and are linted-English
proficient, at |east one French-English |anguage and/or Creole-English
translator designated by such city shall be assigned for duty fromthe
opening until the closing of the polls.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8 4. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anmendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized and directed to be made
and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



