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STATE OF NEW YORK

7138

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 20, 2025

Introduced by M of A WALKER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to the tine period during
whi ch absentee ballots shall be mailed or delivered after an applica-
tion for such ballot is received by the board of elections

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 8-406 of the election law, as
anended by section 2 of part HH of chapter 55 of the laws of 2022, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. If the board shall find that the applicant is a qualified voter of
the election district containing [his] the applicant's residence as
stated in [his] such applicant's statenment and that [his] the appli-
cant's statenent is sufficient, it shall, as soon as practicable after
it shall have determined [his] the applicant's right thereto, mail to
[W] the applicant at an address designated by [hkiw] the applicant, or
deliver to [hiw] the applicant, or to any person designated for such
purpose in witing by [khin] the applicant, at the office of the board,
such an absentee voter's ballot or set of ballots and an envel ope there-

for. Such mailing or delivery at the board of elections shal |
occur no later than the forty-sixth day before the day of the el ection
if the application was received by the board at | east sixty days

before the day of the election; and if the application was received by
the board after the sixtieth day before the day of the election,
but no later than the forty-sixth day before the day of the election

the board shall nmil or deliver at the board of elections the absentee
ballot no later than the forty-second day before the day of the
election; and if the application was received by the board after the
forty-sixth day before the day of the election, but no later than the
thirtieth day before the day of the election, the board shall mail or
deliver at the board of elections the absentee ballot within four days

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBD00813-01-5



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 7138 2

of receiving the absentee ballot application; and if the application was
received by the board after the thirtieth day before the day of the
election, but no later than the fifteenth day before the day of the
election, the board shall mail or deliver at the board of elections the
absentee ballot within three days of receiving the absentee ball ot
application; and if the application was received by the board after the
fifteenth day before the day of the election but no later than the
seventh day before the day of the election, the board shall mil or
deliver at the board of elections the absentee ballot within two days
of receiving the absentee ballot application; and if the application
was received tinely postmarked by mail after the seventh day before the
day of the election, the board shall make every reasonable effort to
nai | or deliver at the board of elections the ballot on the day the
application is received; and if the application was delivered in person
after the seventh day before the day of the election and no later than
the day before the election, the board shall nake every reasonable
effort to deliver the ballot at the board of elections on the day the
application is received. If the ballot or ballots are to be sent outside
of the United States to a country other than Canada or Mexico, such
ballot or ballots shall be sent by air mail. However, if an applicant
who is eligible for an absentee ballot is a resident of a facility oper-
ated or licensed by, or under the jurisdiction of, the departnent of
nment al hygi ene, or a resident of a facility defined as a nursing honme or
residential health care facility pursuant to subdivisions two and three
of section two thousand ei ght hundred one of the public health law, or a
resident of a hospital or other facility operated by the Veteran's
Admi nistration of the United States, such absentee ball ot need not be so
mailed or delivered to any such applicant but, may be delivered to the
voter in the manner prescribed by section 8-407 of this chapter if such
facility 1is located in the county or city in which such voter is eligi-
ble to vote
8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




