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STATE OF NEW YORK

6961

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 18, 2025

Introduced by M of A CHLUDZINSKI, RA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Libraries and Educati on Technol ogy

AN ACT in relation to establishing a conprehensive study exanining
public library aid forrmulas and |ibrary construction formul as

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Public library aid and public Ilibrary construction aid
fornmulas study. The conmm ssioner of education shall enter into a
contract with a third-party entity to conduct a conprehensive study of
the public library aid and public library construction aid formulas. The
contracted entity, in consultation with the departnent of education, the
division of budget and any ot her state agenci es deened necessary, shal
exam ne, eval uate, and reconmend potential nodifications to the calcu-
lation of public library aid fornulas pursuant to sections 271, 273, 284
and 285 of the -education |aw and the public library construction aid
formul a pursuant to section 273-a of the education law. The contracted

entity shall gather and consider feedback froma broad range of stake-
hol ders, including but not linmted to library systens, library adm nis-
trators, |library boards, nunicipal officials, school districts, and

i brary organi zations. The contracted entity shall hold at |east three
public hearings across the state to gather input from such stakehol ders.

8 2. The results, findings, and recommendati ons of the study shall be
for study purposes only and shall not be considered binding upon the
executive or the legislature in any nanner.

8 3. The study shall evaluate each conponent of the current public
library aid and public library construction aid formulas and other rele-
vant factors including but not |limted to:

(a) whether the fornulas ensure adequate and equitable funding for al
l'ibrary systens;

(b) per capita aid calculations and their responsiveness to inflation
and popul ati on changes;
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(c) maintenance of effort requirenents for rnunicipalities;

(d) outstanding capital inprovenment needs;

(e) technol ogy access; and

(f) library operating aid and library construction aid funding nodels
used in other states.

8 4. No later than one year following the effective date of this act,
the contracted entity shall submt a report of its findings and recom
mendations to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the
mnority |eader of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, and the
mnority | eader of the assenbly. The report shall also be published on
the contracted entity's public website and dissemnated to all public
library systens in the state.

8 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



