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March 18, 2025

Introduced by M of A ZACCARO -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Econom ¢ Devel opnent

AN ACT to anmend the general business law, in relation to donestic
viol ence and sexual assault awareness education for |icensed cosne-
tol ogi sts

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 408-b of the general business |aw, as anmended by
chapter 71 of the Iaws of 2020, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 408-b. Domestic viol ence and sexual assault awareness education. 1.
The departnent shall [enswre—+that] require all |licensees and applicants
for a license or renewal pursuant to this article conplete a course in
donestic violence and sexual assault awareness education [eetrses—are

] which shall be
of fered through the departnment's website. The departnent, in consulta-
tion with the office for the prevention of donestic viol ence and advoca-
cy groups recognized by the federal departnent of health and hunman
services or the federal departnent of justice, which have the ability to
coordi nate statewide and wth Ilocal conmunities on progranmng and
educational materials related to the prevention and intervention of
domestic violence or sexual assault in New York state, shall devel op and
provi de access to donestic violence and sexual assault awareness educa-
tion courses appropriate for those licensed under this article and shal
distribute educational materials to informapplicants under this article
about donestic violence and sexual assault awareness and prevention
Such materials, including panphlets, posters, and online resources,
shall be culturally conpetent, linguistically accessible, and tailored
to neet the needs of diverse populations, including victins of donestic
violence and their famlies.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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2. The office for the prevention of donestic violence and the depart-
nent shall collaborate with relevant stakeholders, including donestic
viol ence advocacy groups., |aw enforcenent agencies, and social services
organi zations, to ensure the accuracy, relevance, and effectiveness of
the educational materials required by this section. The office for the
prevention of donestic violence shall be responsible for neking the
educational materials available on its website and through other chan-
nels, including cosnetology schools, salons, and spas.

3. The course required by this section shall be conprehensive and
shall include the follow ng el enents:

(a) the definitions and dynanics of donestic violence, including its
various fornms, such as physical, enotional. financial. and sexual abuse;
(b) the signs and synptons of donestic violence, including behavioral

physical. and enotional indicators;

(c) strategies for identifying and responding to victins of donestic

violence, including howto initiate conversations, provide support, and
connect victins with local resources;
(d) infornation about | ocal resources, including donestic violence

hotlines, shelters, and support groups;

(e) qguidance on maintaining confidentiality and respecting victim
aut onony;

(f) cultural and linguistic barriers that may inpact victins' ability
to seek hel p;

(g) strategies for creating a safe and supportive environnent in the
salon or spa; and

(h) information about the legal requirenents and protections for
victine of donestic violence, including restraining orders and victim
conpensation, shall also be part of the course.

4. The office for the prevention of donestic violence shall ensure
that the course required by this section is available to and conpleted
by all persons licensed under this article. The office for the

prevention of donestic violence and the secretary of state are author-
ized to nonitor conpliance with this requirenent and take enforcenent
action as necessary.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw




