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(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A SOLAGES, STERN, COLTON, HUNTER, FORREST, STECK,
JACOBSON, MEEKS, LAVINE, HEVESI, SHRESTHA, RAGA, BORES, CONRAD, RA
DeSTEFANO, MDONOUGH, K. BROMN -- read once and referred to the
Comm ttee on | nsurance

AN ACT to anmend the insurance law, in relation to the nandatory coverage
of hearing aids by insurers and other organizations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3221 of the insurance law is anended by adding a
new subsection (v) to read as foll ows:

(v) (1) As used in this subsection, "hearing aid" shall have the sane
neaning and definition used in section seven hundred ei ghty-nine of the
general business | aw.

(2) Every large group policy which provides nmajor nedical or conpre-
hensi ve-type coverage shall include coverage for the cost of hearing
aids when the insured has received a nedical evaluation and such hearing
aids are fitted and di spensed by an audi ol ogist registered as a hearing
aid dispenser or a reqgistered hearing aid dispenser registered in
accordance with article thirty-seven-A of the general business |aw,
provided an entity subject to this subsection may limt the benefit
payvabl e under this subsection to two thousand five hundred dollars per
hearing aid for each hearing-inpaired ear every thirty-six nonths.

(3) This subsection does not prohibit an entity subject to the
provisions of this subsection fromproviding coverage that is greater or

nore favorable to an insured or enrolled individual

(4) An entity subject to the provisions of this subsection shal
provi de coverage for the cost of hearing aids dispensed by an in-network

audi ol ogist registered as a hearing aid dispenser or a reqgistered hear-

ing aid dispenser and shall not lint or deny coverage of the cost of a

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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hearing aid based on the style, brand, or circuit type of the hearing
ai d.

8§ 2. Section 4303 of the insurance law is amended by addi ng a new
subsection (w) to read as foll ows:

(ww) (1) As used in this subsection, "hearing aid" shall have the sane
neaning and definition used in section seven hundred ei ghty-nine of the
general business | aw.

(2) Every large group policy which provides nedical, major nedical or
conprehensi ve-type coverage shall include coverage for the cost of hear-
ing aids when the insured has received a nedical evaluation and such
hearing aids are fitted and di spensed by an audiologist registered as a
hearing aid dispenser or a reqgistered hearing aid dispenser registered
in accordance with article thirty-seven-A of the general business |aw,
provided an entity subject to this subsection may limt the benefit
payabl e under this subsection to two thousand five hundred dollars per
hearing aid for each hearing-inpaired ear every thirty-six nonths.

(3) This subsection does not prohibit an entity subject to the
provisions of this subsection from providing coverage that is greater or
nore favorable to an insured or enrolled individual

(4) An entity subject to the provisions of this subsection shal
provide coverage for the cost of hearing aids dispensed by any in-net-
wor k audi ol ogi st registered as a hearing aid dispenser or a registered
hearing aid dispenser and shall not limt or deny coverage of a hearing
aid based on the style, brand, or circuit type of the hearing aid.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw and shall apply to al
policies and contracts issued, renewed, nodified, altered, or anmended on
or after such date. Effective imediately, the addition, anendnent
and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be made and
conpl eted on or before such date.




