O©CoO~NOUA~WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

6615

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 6, 2025

Introduced by M of A BORES -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on | nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to enacting the "optomne-
try freedom act”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "optonetry freedom act"”.

8 2. The insurance |law is anended by adding a new section 3246 to read
as foll ows:

8 3246. Optonetry choice of supply. 1. For the purposes of this
section, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Covered materials" neans materials for which reinbursenment from
the carrier or vision care plan is provided to an optonetrist by a
covered person's plan contract, or for which a reinbursenent would be
available but for the application of the enrollee's contractual limta-
tions of deductibles, copaynents, or coinsurance.

(b) "Covered services" neans services for which reinbursenent fromthe
carrier or vision care plan is provided to an optonetrist by an
enrollee's plan contract, or for which a reinbursenent would be avail -
able but for the application of the enrollee's contractual linitations
of deductibl es, copaynents, or coinsurance.

(c) "Materials" neans ophthalmc devices including, but not linmted
to. lenses, devices containing lenses, ophthalnc franes and other |ens
nounting apparatus, prisns, lens treatnents and coatings, contact |ens-
es, and prosthetic devices to correct, relieve, or treat defects or
abnornal conditions of the human eye or its adnexa.

(d) "Optonetrist"” shall nean anyone |licensed to practice optonetry
pursuant to article one hundred forty-three of the education |aw

(e) "Services" neans the professional work perforned by an optone-
trist.
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(f) "Vision care plan" neans an entity that creates., pronotes, sells,
provi des, advertises or adm nisters, an integrated or stand-alone plan
provisioning for reinbursenent for optonetric services, or an insurance
policy or contract which provides optonetric or nedically necessary
benefits to an enrollee pertaining to the provision of covered services
or covered materials.

2. No contract between a carrier or vision care plan and an optone-
trist shall restrict or limt, either directly or indirectly, the
optonetrist's choice of sources and suppliers of services or naterials
or use of optical |abs provided by the optonetrist to an enrollee.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




