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STATE OF NEW YORK

6570

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 6, 2025

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the donmestic relations law and the famly court act, in
relation to requiring that parents involved in contested divorce,
separation, visitation, or other fanmily actions in supreme or fanily
courts attend a certified parent education and awareness program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The domestic relations law is anmended by adding a new
section 212 to read as foll ows:

8§ 212. Parent education and awareness program 1. For the purposes of
this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Court" shall mean a justice, judge, judicial hearing officer
matrinonial referee, court attorney-referee, or support magistrate in
any New York court who handles issues of child custody and visitation
and child support.

(b) "cuidelines" shall nean the guidelines and procedures for certif-
ication of parent education and awareness prograns, which shall contain
the mnimum standards for parent education and awareness prograns to be
certified and approved by the office of court administration to accept
participants referred to such prograns by New York courts pursuant to
this section.

(c) "Parent education and awareness prograni’ shall nmean a New York
state parent education and awareness programcertified by the office of
court adm nistration.

(d) "Program administrator”" shall nean an individual enployed by the
court system to oversee the operation and administration of the parent
education and awareness program and interface with parent education and
awar eness program providers.
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(e) "Provider" shall nean the entity responsible for applying for
certification of and facilitating a parent education and awareness
progr am

2. (a) There is hereby established a nandatory education programto be
known as the "parent education and awareness progrant.

(b) Such program shall be designed to provide information, strategies.
and tools to divorced, divorcing, or separated parents and parents
contesting custody or visitation of their children on ways to reduce
conflict and assist their children through the famly changes caused by
parental breakup. Topics shall be included but not be limted to
increasing parents' understanding of:

(i) the interaction between parent and child, the famly rel ationship,
and any other areas of adjustnment and concern during the process of
di vorce or separation

(ii) how children react to divorce or separation, how to spot prob-
lenms, what to tell children about divorce or separation, how to keep
communi cati on open, and how to answer questions and concerns the chil-
dren may have about the divorce or separation process;

(iii) how parents can help their children during the divorce or sepa-
ration, specific strategies, ideas, tools, and resources for assistance;

(iv) how parents can help children after the divorce or separation and
how to deal with new famly structures and different sets of household
rules; and

v) when cooperation nay sonetines be inappropriate in cases of dones-
tic violence.

3. (a) The provisions of this section shall apply to all contested
actions involving custody or visitation in either the suprene or fanmily
courts:

(i) that affects the interests of children under eighteen years of
age; and

(ii) that is brought:

(A) to annul a marriage or declare the nullity of a void nmarriage;

(B) for separation;

(G for divorce;

(D) to obtain custody of or visitation with nminor children;

(E) to obtain a nodification of a prior order of custody or visitation
with mnor children; or

(F) where, in the exercise of the court's discretion, a determ nation
is made that attendance by the parents at a parent education and aware-
ness programwould provide information that would be of benefit to such
parents and their children.

(b) The court shall order both parents to attend a certified parent
education and awareness program unless the court finds significant
evidence that attendance at the program would not benefit the parents or
their children, provided, however, that the parents shall not attend the
sane class session. Such court order shall be nade as early in the

proceedi ng as practi cabl e.
(c) (i) In determ ning whether the parent's attendance at a parent

education and awareness program would benefit either the parents or
their children, a court shall consider all relevant factors bearing upon
the parties to the underlying action or proceeding and their children
including but not limted to:

(A any history, specific allegations, or pleadings of donestic
viol ence or other abuse;

(B) nedical or financial hardship;

C) langquage barriers; and
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D) whether a parent has previously attended a arent education and
awar eness program

(ii) A court's deternmination that the parent's attendance at a parent
education and awareness program would not benefit either the parents or
their children and the explanation therefor shall be included in a court
order waiving the parents' attendance at such program

(d) If a parent is ordered to attend a parent education and awareness
program pursuant to this section and fails to attend wi thout good cause,
the court in which the matter is pending may draw an adverse inference
against the non-conpliant parent and factor that inference into any
deternination made by such court, including but not limted to inposing
cost sanctions, an award of attorneys' fees, or such other sanctions as
the court deens appropriate.

(e) Where there is any history or there are specific allegations or
pl eadings of domestic violence or other abuse involving the parents or
their children, the court shall not nandate attendance at the parent
educati on and awareness program provided, however, that the court shal
permt either party to attend such programrenptely.

(f) An order to attend a parent education and awareness program shal
not delay the expeditious progress of the underlying proceeding.

4. (a) Each provider that wi shes to accept court-referred participants
into a parent education and awareness program shall be certified by the
office of court admnistration. In order to receive such certification
potential providers shall submt a certification application and any
requested nmterials to the office of court adm nistration and shal
denpnstrate that such provider is in conpliance with guidelines estab-
lished by the office of court admnistration prior to being eligible to
receive court-referred participants.

(b) A provider of a parent education and awareness program shal
advise the office of court administration of changes to such program or
the adnministration of such program including changes in staff,. contact
information, presenters and facilitators, locations, and class sched-
ul es.

(c) The office of court adnministration shall pronulgate guidelines
within one hundred eighty days of the effective date of this section.

5. Parent education and awareness prograns certified by the office of
court adnministration under this law may require attendees to pay a fee.
Such fee:

(a) shall be reasonably related to the cost of providing the services;

(b) cannot exceed the maxinum authorized fee as set forth in the
gui del i nes; and

(c) nmust be subject to waiver or reduction if requiring a person to
pay the full fee would work a hardship on such person or such person's
imediate famly

6. (a) Any communication nmade by a parent as part of such parent's
participation in a parent education and awareness programshall be a
confidential communication and shall not be available for evidentiary
use in any action or proceedindg.

(b) The court shall obtain information regarding conpliance with court
orders mandating parent attendance in a parent education only froma
provider pursuant to the guidelines established by the office of court
adninistration pursuant to this section.

(c) Any provider, such provider's enployees, a program adm nistrator,
or such provider's, enployee's or admnistrator's designee who 1is
provided infornmation by a parent, either in witing or orally., shall not
divulge such information to the attorneys representing the parties,
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children, or other party, or the court or such court's chanbers or
adnm nistrative staff, except to confirmor verify a parent's attendance
at the parent education and awareness program

§ 2. Article 6 of the famly court act is anmended by addi ng a new part
4-A to read as foll ows:

PART 4- A
PARENT EDUCATI ON AND AWARENESS PROGRAM

Section 665. Purposes.

666. Definitions.

667. Application of program

668. Provider certification.

669. Fees.

670. Confidentiality.

8 665. Purposes. 1. There is hereby established a nandatory education

programto be known as the "parent education and awareness prograni.

Such program shall be designed to provide information, strategies, and

tools to divorced, divorcing, or separated parents and parents contest-
ing custody or visitation of their children on ways to reduce conflict

and assist their children through the famly changes caused by parental
br eakup.

2. Topics shall be included but not be linted to increasing parents
under st andi ng of :

(a) the interaction between parent and child, the famly relationship.
and any other areas of adjustnent and concern during the process of
divorce or separation

(b) how children react to divorce or separation, how to spot problens,
what to tell children about divorce or separation, how to keep communi -
cation open. and how to answer questions and concerns the children nay
have about the divorce or separation process;

(c) how parents can help their children during the divorce or sepa-
ration, specific strategies, ideas, tools, and resources for assistance;

(d) how parents can help children after the divorce or separation and
how to deal with new famly structures and different sets of household
rules; and

(e) when cooperation nay sonetines be inappropriate in cases of dones-
tic violence.

8 666. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the followng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

1. "Court" shall nmean a justice, judge, judicial hearing officer
matrinonial referee, court attorney-referee, or support nmgistrate in
any New York court who handles issues of child custody and visitation
and child support.

2. "Quidelines" shall nean the guidelines and procedures for certif-
ication of parent education and awareness prograns, which shall contain
the m ni mum standards for parent education and awareness prograns to be
certified and approved by the office of court administration to accept
participants referred to such prograns by New York courts pursuant to
this section.

3. "Parent education and awareness progrant shall nean a New York
state parent education and awareness programcertified by the office of
court administration.

4. "Program administrator" shall nean an individual enployed by the
court systemto oversee the operation and adm nistration of the parent
education and awareness programand interface with parent education and

awar eness program provi ders.
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5. "Provider" shall nmean the entity responsible for applying for
certification of and facilitating a parent education and awareness
progr am

8 667. Application of program 1. The provisions of this section shal
apply to all contested actions involving custody or visitation in either
the suprene or famly courts:

(a) that affects the interests of children under eighteen years of
age; and

(b) that is brought:

(i) to annul a marriage or declare the nullity of a void nmarri age;

(ii) for separation

(iii) for divorce

(iv) to obtain custody of or visitation with m nor children;

(v) to obtain a nodification of a prior order of custody or visitation
with mnor children; or

(vi) where, in the exercise of the court's discretion, a determ nation
is made that attendance by the parents at a parent education and aware-
ness programwould provide information that would be of benefit to such
parents and their children.

2. The court shall order both parents to attend a certified parent
education and awareness program unless the court finds significant
evidence that attendance at the program would not benefit the parents or
their children, provided, however, that the parents shall not attend the
sanme class session. Such court order shall be made as early in the
proceedi hg as practicabl e.

3. (a) In determning whether the parent's attendance at a parent
education and awareness programwould benefit either the parents or
their children, a court shall consider all relevant factors bearing upon
the parties to the underlying action or proceeding and their children
including but not limted to:

(i) any history, specific allegations, or pleadings of donestic
vi ol ence or other abuse;

(ii) nmedical or financial hardship;

(iii) language barriers; and

(iv) whether a parent has previously attended a parent education and
awar eness program

(b) A court's determination that the parent's attendance at a parent
education and awareness program would not benefit either the parents or
their children and the explanation therefor shall be included in a court

order waiving the parents' attendance at such program

4. If a parent is ordered to attend a parent education and awareness
program pursuant to this section and fails to attend wi thout good cause,

the court in which the matter is pending nay draw an adverse inference
agai nst the non-conpliant parent and factor that inference into any
deternination nade by such court., including but not limted to inposing
cost sanctions, an award of attorneys' fees, or such other sanctions as

the court deens appropriate.
5. \Wiere there is any history or there are specific allegations or

pl eadi ngs of donestic violence or other abuse involving the parents or
their children, the court shall not nandate attendance at the parent
education and awareness program provided, however, that the court shal
permt either party to attend such programrenptely.

6. An order to attend a parent education and awareness program shal
not delay the expeditious progress of the underlying proceeding.

8 668. Provider certification. 1. Each provider that w shes to accept
court-referred participants into a parent education and awareness
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program shall be certified by the office of court admnistration. In
order to receive such certification, potential providers shall submt a
certification application and any requested naterials to the office of
court administration and shall denonstrate that such provider is in
conpliance with guidelines established by the office of court adminis-
tration prior to being eligible to receive court-referred participants.

2. A provider of a parent education and awareness program shall advise
the office of court adnministration of changes to such programor the
adm ni stration of such program including changes in staff, contact
information, presenters and facilitators, locations, and class sched-
ul es.

3. The office of court administration shall pronulgate quidelines
within one hundred eighty days of the effective date of this section.

8 669. Fees. Parent education and awareness prograns certified by the
office of court administration under this law may require attendees to
pay a fee. Such fee:

1. shall be reasonably related to the cost of providing the services;

2. cannot exceed the maxi num authorized fee as set forth in the quide-
lines; and

3. nust be subject to waiver or reduction if requiring a person to pay
the full fee would work a hardship on such person or such person's inme-
diate fanmly.

8 670. Confidentiality. 1. Any conmunication nade by a parent as part
of such parent's participation in a parent education and awareness
program shall be a confidential comunication and shall not be avail able
for evidentiary use in any action or proceeding.

2. The court shall obtain infornmation regarding conpliance with court
orders mandating parent attendance in a parent education only from a
provider pursuant to the guidelines established by the office of court
adnini stration pursuant to this section.

3. Any provider, such provider's enployees, a program admnnistrator,
or such provider's, enployee's or admnistrator's designee who is
provided information by a parent, either in witing or orally, shall not
divulge such information to the attorneys representing the parties,
children, or other party, or the court or such court's chanbers or
adnm nistrative staff, except to confirmor verify a parent's attendance
at the parent education and awareness program

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




