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STATE OF NEW YORK

6518

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 5, 2025

Introduced by M of AL K BROM -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Health

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to requiring persons
prescribing or dispensing opioids to counsel patients about the poten-
tial addictive properties of opioids

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3331 of the public health law is anmended by adding
a new subdivision 10 to read as foll ows:

10. (a) Prior to prescribing any opioid to a patient initiating or
being mintained on opioid treatnent for pain, the prescribing practi-
tioner shall counsel the patient and the patient's famly or caregiver,
if applicable, about the potential addictive properties of opioids. Such
counselling shall be provided upon the dispensing of the initia
prescription and at every subsequent visit when the prescription is
renewed.

(b) The counselling required by this subdivision shall include infor-
mation regarding the risks of dependence, misuse, and overdose, a
di scussion regarding pain managenent, side effects, treatnment goals and
the appropriate use of opioids, and the use of nal oxone in case of acci-
dental overdose, as well as any additional information specified by the
conm Sssi oner.

(c) The provisions of this subdivision shall apply to online dispen-
sers of controlled substances and to institutional dispensers.

(d) The requirenents of this subdivision shall not apply for patients
being treated under any of the followi ng circunstances: treatnent of
cancer; hospice or other end-of-life care; post-surgery treatnment imre-
diately following a surgical procedure; or in a nedical energency. For
pur poses of this subdivision, "nedical energency" neans an acute injury
or illness that poses an inmmediate risk to a person's life or health.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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§ 2. Section 3337 of the public health law is amended by adding a new
subdivision 5 to read as foll ows:

5. (a) Prior to filling a prescription for any opioid for a patient
initiating or being maintained on opioid treatnment for pain, the pharnma-
cist shall counsel the patient and the patient's famly or careqgiver, if
applicable, about the potential addictive properties of opioids. Such
counselling shall be provided upon the dispensing of the initia
prescription and at every subsequent visit when the prescription is
renewed.

(b) The counselling required by this subdivision shall include infor-
mation regarding the risks of dependence, misuse, and overdose, a
di scussion regarding pain managenent, side effects, treatnent goals and
the appropriate use of opioids, and the use of naloxone in case of acci-
dental overdose, as well as any additional information specified by the
conm Sssi oner.

(c) The requirenents of this subdivision shall not apply for patients
being treated under any of the following circunstances: treatnent of
cancer; hospice or other end-of-life care; post-surgery treatnent imme-

diately following a surgical procedure; or in a nedical energency. For
pur poses of this subdivision, "nedical energency" neans an acute injury
or illness that poses an immediate risk to a person's life or health.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.



