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STATE OF NEW YORK

6077

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 26, 2025

Introduced by M of A WOERNER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Raci ng and Wagering

AN ACT to anend the racing, pari-nutuel wagering and breeding law, in
relation to expanding off-track betting to include the five counties
conprising the city of New York; and to repeal certain provisions of
such law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 519 of the racing, pari-nutuel
wagering and breeding |aw, paragraph e as anended by chapter 260 of the
| aws of 1987 and paragraphs f, g and h as anmended by chapter 125 of the
Il aws of 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. "Region.” One or nore of the followi ng naned regi ons conprised of
the counties indicated:

a. Suffolk: Suffolk county;

b. Nassau: Nassau county;

C. . :
é—] Catskill: Broonme, Chemung, Chenango, Del aware, Orange, Rockl and,
Sul l'ivan, Tioga, Dutchess, Tonpkins, Westchester, Putnam[ard]., U ster,
Ri chnond, Queens, Kings, Bronx and New York counties;

[e~] d. Capital District: Al bany, dinton, Colunbia, Cortland, Essex,
Franklin, Fulton, Geene, Hanilton, Herkinmer, Mudison, Mntgonery, Onei-
da, O sego, Renssel aer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoharie, St. Law ence,
Warren and WAshi ngton counti es;

[£] e. Central: Lewis and Onondaga counties;

[¢=] f. Western: Allegany, Cattaraugus, Cayuga, Chautauqua, Erie,
CGenesee, Jefferson, Livingston, Mnroe, Niagara, Ontario, Ol eans, OCswe-
go, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Wayne, Wom ng and Yates counti es;

[B=] g. Notwi thstanding the other provisions of this subdivision, when
and if the Central regional off-track betting corporation is estab-
lished, it shall include, in addition to the counties listed in para-
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graph [£] e, the following: Cayuga, Chenango, Cortland, Franklin,
Her ki mer, Jefferson, Madi son, Oneida, Oswego, O sego and Tonpkins coun-
ties.

8 2. The racing, pari-mutuel wagering and breeding |law is anended by
addi ng two new sections 517-a and 517-b to read as foll ows:

8§ 517-a. Catskill off-track betting corporation site selection board.
1. The purchase or | ease of any property to be used in whole or in part
as an off-track betting facility by the Catskill off-track betting
corporation in the city of New York, shall be conditioned on the
approval of the site selection board. For purposes of this section, the
site selection board shall be conposed of: the chief executive officer
of the economic devel opnent corporation; a designee of the mayor of the
city of New York; with respect to a branch office l|located wholly or
partly within a borough of the city, the president or presidents of the
bor ough or boroughs, or the president's designee, in which the proposed
site is located; the chair of the community board, or the chair's desig-
nee, representing the neighborhood in which the proposed site is
|l ocated; and the conptroller of the city of New York, or the conp-
troller's designee

2. The site selection board, as established in this section shal
operate pursuant to the follow ng procedures:

a. Every act of the board shall be by resolution adopted by a mpjority
of the votes cast by all the menbers. No resolution shall be adopted
except after a public hearing, notice of which shall be published in the
state register for six consecutive business days and in a newspaper of
general circulation in the city for two consecutive business days ime-
diately preceding said hearing.

b. Meetings of the site selection board shall be called either:

(i) as directed by the board upon notice thereof published in the
state register for six consecutive business days and in a newspaper of
general circulation in the city for two consecutive business days; or

(ii) upon witten notice to the board by the president of Catskil
off-track betting corporation that a site for an off-track betting
branch office is wunder consideration by Catskill off-track betting
corporation for |ease or acquisition. A copy of such witten notice
shall be published in the state register for six consecutive business
days and in a newspaper of general circulation in the city for two
consecutive business days. Al neetings of the board shall be within
seven consecutive business days of the date on which notice of said
neetings is first printed in the state register for six consecutive
busi ness days and in a newspaper of general circulation in the city for
two consecutive business days.

c. The site selection board shall have power and authority to adopt
and anend rules and regulations for the conduct of its business and to
carry out its powers and duties; provided, however, that the board shal
adopt rules which require board action on a proposed site within thirty
days of the board's public hearing provided for herein and that by its
failure to act within thirty days the board shall be deened to have

approved the site.
3. For proposed sites that had been approved prior to Decenber sixth,

two thousand ten, the president of Catskill off-track betting corpo-
ration shall provide witten notice to the site selection board that
such site is under consideration by Catskill off-track betting corpo-

ration for |lease or acquisition. If the board fails to act within thirty
days of receiving such witten notice from the president of Catskil
off-track betting corporation, the board shall be deened to have
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approved the site. Notw thstanding any inconsistent provisions of this
section, no public notice or public hearing shall be required prior to
the site selection board's consideration of a site that had been
approved prior to Decenber sixth, two thousand ten.

8 b517-b. Catskill off-track betting corporation: business plan. The
Catskill off-track betting corporation shall subnmt for approval to the
New York state ganming commi ssion, or its successor, a business plan.
including but not limted to, outlining investnents, projected operating
costs, projected revenues, projected |ocations including both bars and
real -property that would need to be acquired, projected enploynent
needs, projected contracts for services or other third parties, project-
ed fornms of pari-mutuel wagering at each location, as well as other
details deened to be relevant to determ ne the success of Catskill off-
track betting corporation conducting business as authorized wthin the
five boroughs of New York city.

Prior to final approval, the board, or its successor, is authorized to

require anmendnents and clarifications to the plan to ensure that such
plan is financially feasible; the | abor agreenents are honored; and that

the interests of the betting public are considered. Catskill off-track
betting corporation shall not be authorized to inplenent any part of
such plan until the racing and wagering board, or its successor

approves of such plan, which shall not be unreasonably w thheld. The New
York state gaming conmm ssion, or its successor, shall act on the Cats-
kill off-track betting corporation's plan as soon as practicable but no
later than thirty days after the plan has been fully submitted to the
board, or its successor.

8 3. Subdivision 7 of section 532 of the racing, pari-nutuel wagering
and breeding | aw i s REPEALED.

8 4. Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of this act, paynents

that the Catskill off-track betting corporation would otherwi se nake to
the counties of Richnond, Queens, Kings, Bronx and New York pursuant to
the racing, pari-nutuel wagering and breeding |law shall be payable to

the general fund of the city of New York.
8 5. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



