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STATE OF NEW YORK

5923

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 24, 2025

Introduced by M of A WOERNER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Raci ng and Wagering

AN ACT to anend the racing, pari-nutuel wagering and breeding law, in
relation to paynents by off-track betting corporations to regional
i censed harness tracks

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Cause (E) of subparagraph 5 of paragraph b of subdivision
1 of section 1016 of the racing, pari-mnmutuel wagering and breeding | aw,
as anmended by chapter 18 of the laws of 2008 and item (ii) as anmended by
chapter 243 of the laws of 2020, is amended to read as foll ows:

(E) [©] During the first one hundred twenty days in any cal endar year

when a franchi sed corporation is not conducting a race neeting [and—when

]:

(i) [Sweh] A licensed regional harness track shall receive in lieu of
any other payments on wagers placed at off-track betting facilities
outside the special betting district on races conducted by an in-state
t hor oughbred racing corporation, two and ei ght-tenths percent on regul ar
and multiple bets during a regional neeting and one and nine-tenths
percent of such bets if there is no regional neeting and four and eight-
tent hs percent on exotic bets on days on which there is a regional neet-
ing and three and four-tenths percent of such bets if there is no
regi onal neeting.

(ii) [Sweh] A licensed regional harness track shall receive [onre—and
epe-half] three-quarters of one percent on total regional handle on
races conducted at out-of-state or out-of-country thoroughbred tracks.

(iii) In those regions in which there is nore than one |icensed
regional harness track, [iH—hotrackis—accepting—wagers—or—displayng
thetive——simHcast—sighral—fromthe—-out—of-—statetrack-] the total sum

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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shall be divided anong the tracks in proportion to the ratio the wagers
placed on races conducted by each track bears to the corporation's total

|n reglon harness handle [LL—ene—e#—nD#e—L#aeks—aFe—aeeepL+ng—Mage#s—e#

§ 2. ddause (F) of subparagraph 6 of paragraph b of subdivision 1 of
section 1016 of the racing, pari-nutuel wagering and breeding law, as
anmended by chapter 18 of the laws of 2008 and item (ii) as anmended by
chapter 243 of the laws of 2020, is amended to read as foll ows:

(F) [©] During the first one hundred twenty days in any cal endar year
mhen a franchlsed corporatlon |s not conductlng a race neetlng [and—mhen

(i) [S«#eh] A licensed regional harness track shall receive in lieu of
any other paynents on wagers placed at off-track betting facilities
outside the special betting district on races conducted by an in-state
t hor oughbred racing corporation, two and ei ght-tenths percent on regul ar
and multiple bets during a regional neeting and one and nine-tenths
percent of such bets if there is no regional neeting and four and eight-
tent hs percent on exotic bets on days on which there is a regional neet-
ing and three and four-tenths percent of such bets if there is no
regi onal neeting.

(ii) [Sueh] A licensed regional harness track shall receive [ehre—and
ope—half] three-quarters of one percent on total regional handle on

races conducted at out-of-state or out- of-country t hor oughbred tracks.
(iii) In those regions in which there is nore than one licensed
regi onal harness track, [iH—pRotrackis—aceceptihgwagers—or—di-splayhng
the |ive simicast—sigrnal fromthe out-of-state track-] the total sum
shal | be divided anong the tracks in proportion to the ratio the wagers
pl aced on races conducted by each track bears to the corporation's total

|n reglon harness handle [LL—ene—e#—h@#e—%#aeks—a#e—aeeep%+ng—Mage#s—e#

8 3 Subd|V|S|on 2 of sectlon 1017 of the raci ng, pari-nutuel wagering
and breeding law, as amended by chapter 174 of the laws of 2013 and
par agraph a as anended by chapter 243 of the laws of 2020, is anended to
read as foll ows:

2. a. Miintenance of effort. Any off-track betting corporation that
engages in accepting wagers on the sinmul casts of thoroughbred races from
out-of-state or out-of-country as pernitted under subdivision one of
this section shall subnmit to the comrission, for its approval, a sched-
ule of paynents to be nmade in any year or portion thereof, that such
of f-track corporation engages in nighttinme thoroughbred simulcasting. In
order to be approved by the comm ssion, the paynment schedule shall be
identical to the actual paynents and distributions of such paynents to
tracks and purses nmade by such off-track corporation pursuant to the
provisions of section one thousand fifteen of this article during the
year two thousand two, as derived from out-of-state harness races
di spl ayed after 6:00 P.M If approved by the conmi ssion, such schedul ed
paynents shall be nade from revenues derived from any sinmulcasting
conducted pursuant to this section and section one thousand fifteen of
this article. Notw thstanding any inconsistent provision of this para-
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graph: (i) for purposes of calculating the paynents to be nmade pursuant
to this paragraph for calendar year two thousand twenty-five, the anount
otherwi se payable, if any, by an off-track betting corporation to a
regional harness track shall be reduced in proportion to the reduction

if any, in the nunber of racing prograns conducted by the regiona

harness track during two thousand twenty-five conpared with the nunber
of racing prograns conducted by such track during the tw thousand
twelve base calendar year; and (ii) no off-track betting corporation
shall have any further paynent obligation pursuant to this paragraph
with respect to calendar years commencing on or after January first, two
t housand twenty-six.

b. Additional paynents. During each cal endar year, to the extent, and
at such tine in the event, that aggregate statewi de wagering handle
after 7:30 P.M on out-of-state and out-of-country thoroughbred races
exceeds one hundred million dollars, each off-track betting corporation
conducting such simulcasting shall pay to its regional harness track or
tracks, an amount equal to [twe—percent] the follow ng percentage of its
proportionate share of such excess handle: for calendar years through
two thousand twenty-five, two percent; for calendar year two thousand
twenty-six, one and one-half percent; for calendar year two thousand
twenty-seven, one percent; and for calendar year two thousand twenty-

eight, one-half of one percent. There shall be no further additiona
paynent obligation pursuant to this paragraph for calendar years
commencing on or after January first, two thousand twenty-eight. In any

regi on where there are two or nore regional harness tracks, such [twe
perecent] paynment anount shall be divided between or anbng the tracks in
a proportion equal to the proportion of handle on live harness races
conducted at such tracks during the preceding calendar year. Fifty
percent of the sumreceived by each track pursuant to this paragraph
shall be wused exclusively for increasing purses, stakes and prizes at
t hat regional harness track. For the purpose of determn ning whether such
aggregate statew de handl e exceeds one hundred nmillion dollars, al
wagering on such thoroughbred races accepted by licensed nulti-jurisdic-
tional account wagering providers fromcustonmers within New York state
shal | be excl uded.
8 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




