OCOO~NOUIRAWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

5921

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 24, 2025

Introduced by M of A WOERNER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Raci ng and Wagering

AN ACT to anend the racing, pari-nutuel wagering and breeding law, in
relation to the creation of the jockey health insurance reserve fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 221-a of the racing, pari-nutue
wagering and breeding law, as anended by chapter 243 of the |laws of
2020, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. A franchised corporation shall, as a condition of racing, establish
a programto adm nister the purchase of health insurance for eligible
j ockeys.

Such program shall be funded through the deposit of one and one-half
percent of the gross purse enhancenent ampount fromvideo lottery gam ng
at a thoroughbred track pursuant to paragraph two of subdivision b and
par agraph one of subdivision f of section sixteen hundred twelve of the
tax law. The franchi sed corporation shall establish a segregated account
for the receipt of these nonies and these nonies shall remain separate
fromany other funds. Any corporation or association |icensed pursuant
to this article shall pay into such account any anount due within ten
days of the receipt of revenue pursuant to section sixteen hundred
twelve of the tax law. Any portion of such funding to the account unused
during a calendar year, less an anount sufficient to cover anticipated
premumliabilities over the next sixty days, shall be returned on a pro
rata basis in accordance with the anmounts originally contributed and
shall be wused for the purpose of enhancing purses at such tracks.
Provi ded, however, if a corporation or association |licensed pursuant to
this article provides an alternative source of funding for this program
an anount equal to this alternative funding, but not in excess of the
anmount originally contributed during the year from the gross purse
enhancenent anount fromvideo lottery gamng attributable to such corpo-
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ration or association, shall be returned to the corporation or associ-
ation and used for the purpose of enhancing purses at such track.
Provided, further, any such alternative source of funding nust be
approved by the comm ssion. Provided, however, an additional segregated
account may be established with such nonies as a reserve fund for the
paynent of prem uns not yet paid. The ampunt paid into such fund during
any calendar year, if any, shall be upon the approval of the franchised
corporation and the jockey's organization that represents at |east
fifty-one percent of eligible active jockeys. [|f, after the establish-
nent of such fund, a determnation is nade that such fund is no |onger
needed, the nonies renmnining in such fund shall be returned on a pro
rata basis in accordance with the anounts originally contributed and
shall be used for the purposes of enhancing purses at such tracks.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




