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Introduced by M of A FORREST -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Labor

AN ACT to anmend the labor law, in relation to clarifying the neaning of
actively seeking work for purposes of unenpl oynent benefits

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 591 of the labor law, as anended
by chapter 26 of the |laws of 2021, is anended to read as foll ows:

2. Availability, capability, and work search. No benefits shall be
payabl e to any claimant who is not capable of work or who is not ready,
willing and able to work in [his—er—her] their usual enployment or in
any other for which [he—e+—sheds] they are reasonably fitted by train-
ing and experience and who is not actively seeking work. In order to be
actively seeking work a claimant nust be engaged in systematic and
sustained efforts to find work. The conm ssioner shall promul gate regu-
| ations defining systematic and sustained efforts to find work and
setting standards for the proof of work search efforts. Such regul ations
shall take into account the need for clainmants to provide child care for
their <child or children. A claimant shall be considered to be actively
seeking work in accordance with this section if the individual is a
nenber of a labor organization, as defined in subdivision five of
section seven hundred one of this chapter, maintains contact with that
union, and uses and conplies with the placenent services of the union
hiring hall in seeking work. As used in this subdivision, unless the
context otherwise indicates, "union hiring hall" neans a service
provided by a |l abor union or an entity associated wth a |abor union
that places enployees wth an enployer under a collective bargaining
agreenment or otherw se places enployees with enpl oyers.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sanme date as the reversion of
subdi vision 2 of section 591 of the |abor |aw as provided in section 10
of chapter 413 of the |aws of 2003, as anended.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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