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STATE OF NEW YORK

5904

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 24, 2025

Introduced by M of A WOERNER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Racing and Wageri ng

AN ACT to anend the racing, pari-nmutuel wagering and breeding |aw and
the econonic developnent law, in relation to creating a racing fan
advi sory board and establishing an | Love NY Racing pronotion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The racing, pari-nutuel wagering and breeding lawis
anended by adding a new section 912 to read as foll ows:

8 912. Racing fan advisory board. 1. There is hereby created a racing
fan advisory board to provide advice to the New York state gam ng
conm ssion on issues related to horse racing and wagering.

2. The racing fan advisory board shall be a seven nenber board
appointed by the governor as follows: three persons appointed by the
governor:; one person appointed by the governor upon the recommendation
of the tenporary president of the senate; one person appointed by the
governor upon the recommendation of the speaker of the assenbly; one
person appointed by the governor upon the joint recommendation of the
chairpersons of the senate commttee on racing, wagering and ganing and
the assenbly conmttee on racing and wagering; one nenber appointed by
the governor upon the recommendation of the nenbers of the New York
state ganing conmission. The chairperson of the advisory board shall be
selected by the governor and serve in that position at the governor's
pl easure. No nenber of the board shall own nore than one horse., or
portion of an interest in a horse, which races conpetitively in any
cal endar year at any race track licensed or regulated by the New York
state gani ng conm Ssi on.

3. O the three nenbers appointed by the governor, the follow ng qual -
ifications shall be considered prior to appointnent: involvenent with a
non-profit corporation which seeks to pronote fan devel opnent in the
sport of horse racing; or enploynent with an off-track-betting corpo-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBD09489- 01-5



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 5904 2

ration established pursuant to this chapter; or certification and licen-
sure as a veterinarian with a practice devoted prinarily to horses.

4. Each nenber shall be appointed for a termof seven years., except
the first nenber appointed by the governor upon the recomendation of
the chairpersons of the senate racing, wagering and ganming conm ttee and
assenbly racing and wagering conmittee, who shall be appointed for a
termof one vear; and the first nenber appointed by the governor upon
the recommendation of the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary
president of the senate shall be appointed to terns of three years; and
the nenbers appointed by the governor who shall have the aforenentioned
experience shall be appointed to terns of five vyears; and the nenber
appointed by the governor, upon the recomendation of the nenbers of the
New York state gaming conmission shall be appointed to a termof seven
years. Vacancies shall be filled by the manner of the appointnent of
the vacated position for the unexpired term

5. The nenbers of the racing fan advisory board shall serve w thout
conpensation but may request and shall receive assistance from the New
York state gaming comrission for information relating to horse racing in
New York state. The nenbers of the racing fan advisory board may be
rei nbursed for their necessary and actual expenses in the perfornmance of
their duties under this section. The nmenbers of the racing fan advisory
board shall be issued a license by the New York state gam ng conm SSion
whi ch shall provide them access to the track and back stretch of all New
York state licensed facilities during the length of their termon the
racing fan advisory board. Menbers shall be required to file an oath of
office, and each year of their term shall make annual financial disclo-
sures as if they were a policy making enployee of the state under
section seventy-three-a of the public officers |law. Meetings of the
racing fan advisory board shall be called by the chairperson of the
racing fan advisory board., or by the chairperson of the New York state
gani ng conm ssion, or by witten notice to both such chairpersons by
three nenbers of the racing fan advisory board., in which case the chair-
person of the New York state gam ng comm ssion shall convene such a
neeting of the racing fan advisory board by actual notice to all such
nenbers of the racing fan advisory board.

6. The racing fan advi sory board shall

(a) neet pursuant to the requirenents of article seven of the public
officers |aw

(b) advise the New York state gam ng comm sSion on issues related to
horse racing and wagering;

c) make reports to the New York state gam ng comn ssion regarding the
operation of the thoroughbred and harness race tracks and advise as to
whet her the operator of races at such tracks, based on information
available to the racing fan advisory board, is serving the growth of the
sport of thoroughbred racing;

(d) have as their nmssion the growh of the fan base related to the
sport of racing; and

e) advise the New York state gami ng comm SSion on appropriate actions
to encourage fan attendance at horse racing tracks or at off-track-bet-
ting corporations organized under this chapter or any successor entity
of such organization licensed by the New York state gam ng comni SSion

8§ 2. Subdivision 18-c of section 100 of the econoni c devel opnent |aw,
as anmended by chapter 572 of the |laws of 2022, is anended to read as
foll ows:

18-c. to establish, in cooperation with the conmni ssioner of agricul-
ture and markets, procedures for proposing noninations, including proce-
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dures to coordinate with such comm ssioner to determ ne which departnent
shall rmake nom nations for awards in categories that may be simlar to
those listed in subdivision nine of section three hundred nine of the
agriculture and markets law to the governor for four annual, non-nobne-
tary awards to be known as: (a) New York State Direct Farm Marketing
Award; (b) New York State Agri-Tourism Award; (c) New York State
Specialty Food Product Award; [and] (d) New York Aninmal or Plant Fiber
and Textile Award; _and (e) New York State Horse Racing Farm of the Year

Award. These awards shall be given in recognition of exceptional or
unusual efforts by farners, food processors, food retailers, fiber
processors, and textile manufacturers and retailers for the nmarketing of
New York state grown agricultural comvodities, foods processed from or
primarily containing New York state agricultural comodities, or
textiles manufactured in New York state from animal or plant fiber grown
or produced predominantly in New York state and for pronbting New York
state farnms that are also tourist destinations, and horse breeding and

racing farms which are recognized as helping to develop New York's
horse racing industry.

8 3. | Love NY Racing pronotion. The New York state gami ng conmi ssion
shall, in cooperation with the racing fan advisory board, and in cooper-
ation wth the comm ssioner of agriculture and narkets, and the conmi s-
si oner of econom c devel opment, create an | Love NY Racing pronotion.
Such pronotion shall cause grants to be nmade to the racing industry
pursuant to appropriation for such purpose. Such grants shall be nmade to
tourism pronotion agencies and not-for-profit corporations, who shal
work with the racing fan advisory board to devel op the pronotion of
har ness and t horoughbred raci ng. Such pronotions shall include tours of
race tracks, horse training and breeding farns, and educational events
to teach racing fans about the sport of horse racing.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




