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STATE OF NEW YORK

5698

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 20, 2025

Introduced by M of A SOLAGES -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to the creation of
the health professional nutrition education office

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Article 2 of the public health law is anended by adding a

newtitle 4-Ato read as foll ows:
TITLE IV-A
HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL NUTRI TI ON EDUCATI ON OFFI CE

Section 255. Definitions.

255-a. Office of heal t h professional nutrition education

created.

255-b. Health professional nutrition education council

255-c. Preparation and distribution of reports.

8§ 255. Definitions. For purposes of this title:

1. "Health professional” shall nean a physician or other individua
providing nedical and/or health care services under articles one hundred
thirty-one, one hundred thirty-one-B and one hundred thirty-three of the
education | aw.

2. "Health professional training progranl shall nean nedical schools,
graduat e nedi cal education prograns, dental schools, physician assistant
prograns, and other institutions that educate and train health profes-
si onal s.

3. "Ofice" shall nean the office of health professional nutrition
education, as created pursuant to section two hundred fifty-five-a of
this title.

4, "Health professional nutrition education council” or "council"
shall nean the advisory body to the conm ssioner, created pursuant to
the provisions of section two hundred fifty-five-b of this title.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8§ 255-a. Ofice of health professional nutrition education created.
There is hereby created an office of health professional nutrition
education within the departnment. Such office shall:

1. Assist health professional training prograns in developing curric-
ula and prograns to inprove the education of health professionals in
the topics of diet and nutrition. This nmay be acconplished by establish-
ing core conpetencies in nutrition for relevant health professiona
training prograns, acting as a clearinghouse for information about
existing initiatives and available curricular offerings., and providing
recognition for health professional training prograns wth excellent
curricular offerings in nutrition

2. Apply for grants and accept gifts fromprivate and public sources
for research to inprove and enhance the education of health profes-
sionals regarding diet and nutrition. The office shall also pronote
nutrition education research in wuniversities and colleges, including
research regarding the inpact of physician nutrition education on popu-
lation health

3. Together with the council, serve as liaison to the departnent on
matters regarding the education of health professionals in nutrition.
This function shall include the provision of staff support to the coun-
cil and the preparation and distribution of triennial reports as
provided for in section two hundred fifty-five-c of this title.

8 255-b. Health professional nutrition education council. 1. There
shall be established within the office a health professional nutrition

education council to be conposed of the commissioner and fourteen
nenbers to be appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of
the senate. The governor shall designate one of the nenbers of the
public health and health planning council as its chair. The nenbers of
the council shall include deans or other representatives of health
professional training prograns; representatives of health professionals;
and individuals with expertise in public health, health planning, health
wor kf orce education, nutrition dietetics, and lifestyle nedicine.

2. a. The council shall, at the request of the comr ssioner, consider
any matter relating to the nutrition education and training of health
prof essionals, and may advise the conmissioner thereon; and it may, from
tine to tine, submit to the conm ssioner any recommendations relating to
the provision of health professional nutrition education.

b. The council shall also assist the office with its responsibilities
as delineated in section twd hundred fifty-five-a of this title;
contribute to the triennial report required pursuant to section two
hundred fifty-five-c of this title; and act as liaison and advocate on
health professional nutrition education matters.

3. a. The terns of office of nmenbers of the council shall be three
vears. The nenbers of the council shall continue in office until the
expiration of their terns and until their successors are appointed and
have qualified. Such appointnents shall be nade by the governor, wth
the advice and consent of the senate, within one year follow ng the
expiration of such terns.

b. Vacancies shall be filled by appointnent by the governor for the
unexpired ternms wthin one year of the date upon which such vacancies
occur.

4. The council shall neet as frequently as its business nmay require,
but not less than two tines a vear. Meetings nay be called by the chair-

person at the request of the conm ssioner.
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5. The nenbers of the council shall serve w thout conpensation other
than rei nbursenent of actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties hereunder.

6. Staff support for the council shall be provided for by the office
as provided for in section two hundred fifty-five-a of this title.

7. The entirety of each neeting of the council shall be live webcast
to the public on the departnent's website and shall be archived on the
departnent's website, for a period of no less than tw vyears, wthin
twenty-four hours of the adjournnent of the |ast neeting. The depart-
nent shall provide notice to the public, via the departnent's website,
of the availability of the live webcast of each such neeting.

8 255-c. Preparation and distribution of reports. The departnent shal
submit a triennial report to the governor and the leqgislature describing
the activities of the office, the status of health professional nutri-
tion education in New York, and the policy options available to increase
health professional nutrition education. The first such report shall be
transmitted on or before Septenber first, two thousand twenty-eight.
Such reports shall contain the following information

1. Activities of the office, expenditures incurred in carrying out
such activities, and anticipated activities to be undertaken in the
future.

2. Progress in carrying out the functions and duties |listed in section
two hundred fifty-five-a of this title.

3. An analysis of the status of health professional nutrition educa-
tion in New York, the policy options available to encourage health
professional training prograns to provide adequate nutrition education,
and the policy options available to encourage health professionals them
selves to obtain adequate nutrition education. Such analysis shall be
conducted in cooperation with the council

4. Any recommended i nprovenents to prograns and/or reqgulations that
woul d inprove the nutrition education of health professionals.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




