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STATE OF NEW YORK

5563

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A SIMIN, SANTABARBARA, TAPIA -- read once and
referred to the Comrittee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anmend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to the devel opnent
of a public anti-stigma nmental health education program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision (1) of section 7.09 of the nental hygiene |aw,
as separately anended by section 15 of part PP of chapter 56 and chapter
363 of the Iams of 2022 is anended to read as follows:

(1) [Netw A ,
(1) The comm ssioner, in conjunctlon mnth the conmi ssi oner of the offlce
of addiction services and supports [ard], the director of the departnent
of veterans' services and the conmm ssioner of agriculture and narkets

shaII develop a publlc educat|on [+n+%+a%+¥e—des+gﬂed—Le—eL+n+na%e—s%+g-

seFvLee—nEnbe#sT—¥e%e#ans———and——%he%#——#ani++£§hq antl-sthna program
targeting the general public and underserved popul ati ons which shal
include but not be limted to: black, latina and Latino adolescents;
nenbers of t he | esbhi an, gay, bisexual and transgender conmmunity,
persons of Asian descent; service nmenbers, veterans; and individuals who
reside in rural comunities, and any other group deened appropriate by
the conm ssioner.

(2) The goal of the programis to reduce stigm and m sinfornation
anong the general public and underserved populations listed in paragraph
one of this subdivision about nmental illness, inprove their understand-
ing of synptons for nental health and substance use disorders [anrd], the
exi stence and benefits of effective treatnment, and provide information
regardi ng avail able resources and how to access them These public
education [#ptiatives] prograns may [ helude—the—dse—of—theinternet—
Faetudi-ng—the—use—of—social—networking—sites] utilize public foruns,

soci al nedia and mass nedia, including but not limted to internet,

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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radio, and print advertising and shall include educati onal materials
and information on the office's website.

(3) The developnent of any programunder this section shall be in
consultation with local comunity stakeholders; consuner advocat es;
local organizations and institutions, to ensure the prograns are
culturally and linguistically appropriate and neet the specific needs of

each underserved popul ati on.
§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




