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STATE OF NEW YORK

5443- - A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A  CHANDLER- WATERVAN, MEEKS, LUCAS, FORREST
BURROUGHS -- read once and referred to the Conmittee on Governnenta
Qperations -- conmmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
anended and reconmtted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to reports and awards by
the office of victimservices

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 623 of the executive law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 18-a to read as foll ows:

18-a. To publicize through the office, state, county, and municipa
crimnal justice agencies, statewide coalitions, victimservice provid-
ers, survivor support agencies, hospitals, nedical, nental health or
ot her counseling service providers, local prograns for crinme victinms,
and other public or private agencies, the existence of the prograns
funded by the office, including the procedures for obtaining conpen-
sation from the office as defined in section six hundred twenty-five-a
of this article.

8§ 2. Subdivision 20 of section 623 of the executive |law, as anended by
chapter 489 of the laws of 2014, is anmended to read as foll ows:

20. To render [each—year] annually to the governor and [+8] the |egis-
lature, and to the public via the office's website, on or before Decem
ber first of each year, a witten report on the office's activities
including, but not limted to, specific information on each of the
subdi vi sions of this section. [Sueh]

(a) The annual report shall also include but not be limted to infor-
mation regarding crinme victimservice prograns, including:

[5] (i) the programs funded by the office;

[2] (i) other sources of funding for <crinme victins service
pr ogr ans;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
LBD08947- 02-5



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 5443--A 2

[3+] (iii) an assessment of the adequacy of the current |evel of
appropriation to the office to nmeet the reasonable needs of crine
victinse service prograns for funding under section six hundred thirty-
one-a of this article; and

[4-] (iv) an estimate of the reasonabl e needs of prograns in the next
fiscal year.

(b) The annual report shall also include but not be linmted to infor-
mation regarding the office's performance neasures, including:

(i) The nunber of claimapplications filed with the office;

(ii) The nunber of <clains accepted, including disaggregated data
denoting the clains accepted by type, for eligibility determ nations;

(iii) The nunber of clains rejected, including disaggregated data
denoting the categorical reasons for clains rejected;

(iv) The nunber of clains resulting in no award decisions, including
di saggregated data denoting the categorical reasons for no award deci -
si ons;

(v) The nunber of clains awarded, including disaggregated data denot-
ing the claimtype for clains awarded;

(vi) Anonynized data denoting the race, gender. age, sexual orien-
tation, and county of residence for claim applications filed., <clains
accepted, clains rejected, clainms resulting in no award deci sions, and
clai s awar ded;

(vii) Anonyni zed data denoting the crine involved in claim applica-
tions filed, clains accepted, clains rejected, clains resulting in no
award decisions, and clains awarded; and

(viii) The average tine between the office receiving an application,
the deternmination of eligibility, and the first award to the victim

(c) After Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-five, pursuant to
paragraph (a) of subdivision one of section six hundred thirty-one, the
annual report shall also include but not be limted to information
regarding the records indicating the comm ssion of a crine, including:

(i) The nunber of clainms using the records of a support agency for
survivors of crinme, including disaggregated data denoting the categori-
cal type of support agency for survivors of crine; and

(ii) The nunmber of clainms using the records of a crinminal justice
agency, including disaggregated data denoting the categorical type of
crimnal justice agency.

(d) The annual report shall also include but not be limted to infor-
mation regarding the office's performance of the duty of publicization
pursuant to subdivision eighteen-a of this section.

8§ 3. Subdivisions 1 and 1-a of section 625-a of the executive |aw,
subdi vision 1 as amended by section 15 of part A-1 of chapter 56 of the
| aws of 2010, and subdivision 1-a as added by chapter 416 of the | aws of
1979, are anended to read as fol |l ows:

1. [Bvrery] The office shall supply informative booklets, panphlets and
other pertinent witten infornmation., including infornation cards, to
every police station, precinct house, support agency for survivors of
crine as defined in paragraph (c) of subdivision one of section six
hundred thirty-one of this article after Decenber thirty-first, two
thousand twenty-five, any appropriate |l|ocation where a crine may be
reported and any location required by the rules and regul ations of the
0ff|Ce [ a L bl a infornmativa haog o namhl o h o

supphied—by the oifice], relating to the availability of crime victins
conpensation including all necessary application blanks required to be
filed with the office and shall [édisplay—promrentdy] provide posters
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giving notification of the existence and general provisions of this
article, those provisions of the penal law that prohibit the intim
idation of crime victins and the location of the nearest crine victim
service program The office [may] shall issue guidelines for the prom -
nent_ di splay of such posters and the Iocatlon of such displ ay [and—shaLL

#&LFGH]. Every [¥LGLLn+Mh9—#epeL+é—a—e+LﬂB;—Ln——any——nanne*——##uuéxxaﬁyq

appropriate location where a crine nmy be reported shall [be—given]

provide notice about the rights of crine victins and the existence of
all relevant local victims assistance prograns and services pursuant to
section six hundred twenty-five-b of this article, and [suppt-ed-by—the
pe+rson—rreceiv-rg—the—report—wt-h—information-] supply application
bl anks[~] and information cards which shall clearly state: (a) that
crime victinse may be eligible for state conpensation benefits; (b) the
address and phone nunber of the office; (c) that police and district
attorneys can help protect victins against harassnent and intimdation;
(d) the addresses and phone nunbers of |ocal victimservice prograns,
where appropriate, or space for inserting that information; or (e) any
other information the office deens appropriate. Such cards shall be
printed and distributed by the office and shall be designed by the

office in consultation wth local police[—ard—shall—be—printed—and

]. The office shall develop a system for
distributing a sufficient supply of the information cards referred to in
this subdivision, to all the appropriate designated |ocations, which
shall include a schedule for neeting that requirenent.

1-a. [EBvery] The office shall supply posters giving notification of
the existence and general provisions of this article, application
bl anks, and general information to every general hospital established
under the laws of this state[—which] that maintains facilities for
provi di ng out-patient energency nedical care, and each such hospital
shall display the posters promnently in its emergency room [ pesters

glorng—pe-Hcadon—ol—Hhe—ostehse—and—general— provi-slohs—eol—this
Shapier] . The board [#&y] shall issue guidelines for the |ocation of
such dlsplay [and—shaLL—p#e¥+de—pesLeLs——appL+eaL+en—ie#ns——and——gene#a#

Léﬂq

8 4. Section 631 of the executive law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 4-a to read as foll ows:

4-a. Any award nmade pursuant to this article shall not be reduced by

the anmount of any paynents received or to be received by the claimnt as
a result of private donations, including but not linmted to funds rai sed
t hrough crowdf undi ng pl atforns.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




