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STATE OF NEW YORK

5206

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 12, 2025

Introduced by M of A REYES -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to requisite training
instruction for police officers for crines involving sexual assaults;
and to amend the social services law, in relation to training for
child protective services workers in certain instances

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 840 of the executive law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. The council shall pronmulgate rules and regulations requiring train-
ing and instruction for all police officers wth respect to crines
involving sexual assault. Such training and instruction, which shall be
desi gned and presented in consultation wth the rape crisis centers

experienced in assisting victine in this state, shall include, but not
be limted to understanding rape and sexual abuse traunma and psychol og-
i cal issues confronted by such crine victins, common attributes of

offenders, fair treatnent standards for crine victins pursuant to arti-
cle twenty-three of this chapter, evidence gathering and preservation
issues, interview technigues and infornation concerning the availability
of local services for the victinms of such crines. Al new officers
shall receive such training and instruction, as part of the basic
curriculumat the state police acadeny or at nunicipal police acadeni es,
as applicable. The council shall pronulgate such rules and reqgulations
as it deens necessary concerning periodic retraining of police officers
regarding crines involving sexual assault.

§ 2. The openi ng and cl osi ng paragraphs of subdivision 3 of section
421 of the social services |aw, the opening paragraph as anmended by
chapter 718 of the laws of 1986 and the closing paragraph as anended by
chapter 320 of the laws of 1990, are anmended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
LBD06251- 01-5



OCoO~NOUIRWN P

A. 5206 2

pronul gate regulations setting forth requirenments for the performnce
by local social services departnents of the duties and powers inposed
and conferred wupon themby the provisions of this title and of article
ten of the family court act. Such regulations shall establish uniform
requirements for the investigation of reports of «child abuse or
mal treatment under this title. The [departraent] office of children and
famly services shall also issue guidelines which shall set forth the
circunstances or conditions under which

The [department] office of children and famly services shall pronmul -
gate regulations to establish standards for the devel opnent of a train-
ing curriculumfor child protective services workers which teaches
appropriate investigatory techniques for reports of sexual abuse and
mandat es on-going training for child protective services workers, stand-
ards for intervention, criteria for case closings, criteria for deter-
mning whether or not to initiate a child protective proceedi ng, and
criteria for the fornmulation of treatnment plans and for the delivery of
child protective services including specification of the services to be
classified as child protective services, which shall also apply to any
society for the prevention of cruelty to children which has entered into
a currently valid contract with a | ocal department of social services to
i nvestigate child abuse or maltreatnment reports. The [departwent] office
of children and fanmly services shall pronul gate regul ations establish-
i ng m ni mum standards and practices for the delivery of child protective
services in connection with nonitoring and supervising respondents and
their famlies as ordered by a famly court pursuant to section ten
hundred thirty-nine and paragraphs (i), (iii), (iv) and (v) of subdivi-
sion (a) of section ten hundred fifty-two of the famly court act. Such
regul ati ons shall also require local child protective services to conply
with notification requirenents of the famly court act in connection
wi th such nonitoring and supervisory responsibilities.

8§ 3. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 5 of section 421 of the social
services |aw, as anmended by chapter 470 of the laws of 2024, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(b) promulgate regulations setting forth training requirements which
shal |l specify, anmong other things, that all persons hired by a child
protective service on or after April first, nineteen hundred eighty-six
shal |l have satisfactorily conpleted a course approved by the [depari—
wept] office of children and fanmly services within the first three
nmont hs of enploynent, in the fundamentals of child protection, provided,
however, that on or after April first, two thousand twenty-five, such
course may be satisfactorily conpleted through di stance | earni ng net hods
whi ch evince that all participants are in attendance for the duration of
the course and are able to ask questions of the instructor. Each county
shall be authorized to adopt a local law, ordinance or resolution to
provide for a local departnent of social services to fulfill the train-
i ng requirenent established by this paragraph through a di stance |earn-
ing method, excluding the annual in service training requirenent. Such
course shall include at |least basic training in the principles and tech-
ni ques of investigations, including relationships wth other investi-
gative bodies, legal issues in child protection, and nethods of renedi-
ation, diagnosis, treatment and prevention. Such regul ations shall also
specify that all persons enployed by a child protective service on or
after Decenber first, two thousand six shall satisfactorily conplete six
hours of annual in service training, beginning in their second vyear of
enpl oynent. Such annual in service training shall include, but is not
limted to, review of the protocols for identification and investigation
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of child abuse and nal treat nent, any devel opnments in legal, treatnent
and prevention issues in child protection, and review and anal ysis of
field experiences of child protective services workers.

8 4. Subdivision 7 of section 421 of the social services |law, as
anended by chapter 718 of the laws of 1986, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

7. take all reasonabl e and necessary actions to assure that the |oca
departnents of social services are kept apprised on a current basis of
the laws, regulations and policies of the [departwent] office of chil-
dren and fam |y services concerning child abuse and nal treatnent.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




