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AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to permtting
muni ci palities the local option of providing a tax exenption to
Nat i onal Guard nmenbers and reservists

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The real property tax law is amended by adding a new
section 458-d to read as foll ows:

8 458-d. Exenption for National Guard nenbers and reservists. 1. As
used in this section:

(a) "Qualified owner" neans an active or retired nenber of the
National Guard or Reserves. \Were property is owned by nore than one

qualified owner, the exenption to which each is entitled may be

conbi ned.

(b) "Qualifying residential real property" neans property owned by a
qualified owner which is used exclusively for residential pur poses;

provided however, that in the event any portion of such property is not

so used exclusively for residential purposes but is wused for other

pur poses, such portion shall be subject to taxation and the remaining

portion only shall be entitled to the exenption provided by this

section. Such property nust be the primary residence of the qualified

owner, unless the gualified ower is absent from the property due to

nmedi cal reasons or institutionalization.

(c) "Municipality" neans a county, town, city or village.
2. The governing body of any municipality acting through its |oca

|l egislative body or other governing agency, is hereby authorized and
empowered to adopt and anmend local |aws or ordinances providing that
qualifying real property nmay be exenpt fromreal property taxes, in an

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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anount equal to five percent of the assessed val ue of such property.
Such exenption shall not be in addition to any other mlitary exenption
or abatenent of taxes authorized by |aw

3. Such exenption fromtaxation shall be granted upon an application

which shall include a statenent that a qualified owmner resides at the
property. Application shall be made annually upon a formto be promul -
gated by the conmi ssioner and shall include a copy of the qualified

owner's twenty-year favorable service letter fromthe United States
departnent of defense. The application and twenty-year favorable service
letter shall be filed by the qualified owner to the assessor of such
nunicipality which has the power to assess property for taxation on or
before the appropriate taxable status date of such nmunicipality. If the
assessor is satisfied that the property is qualified for an exenption
pursuant to this section., then such residential inprovenents shall be
exenpt fromtaxation as provided in subdivision two of this section
8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




