OCO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

5112

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 12, 2025

Introduced by M of A OPHARROWN -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Educati on

AN ACT to anmend chapter 18 of the |l aws of 2020 authorizing the comm s-
sioner of education to appoint a nonitor to oversee the Wandanch
union free school district and establishing the powers and duties of
the nonitor, in relation to extending the powers of the nonitor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4 of chapter 18 of the |Iaws of 2020 authorizing the
conmm ssi oner of education to appoint a nonitor to oversee the Wandanch
union free school district and establishing the powers and duties of the
monitor, is amended by adding three new subdivisions 3, 4 and 5 to read
as foll ows:

3. Inthe event that the nonitor or nponitors find that an adopted
resolution or notion, a proposed resolution or notion, or that the
board's failure to act violates state law, the rules of the board of
regents, the regulations of the commi ssioner, or is inconsistent with
the terns of the long termstrategic academic and fiscal inprovenent
plan, the npnitor or nonitors nay:

(a) Override adopted or proposed resolutions or notions by the board
through the i ssuance of a directive which shall contain the specific
findings as to the necessity of such override and any potential correc-
tive action by the board that would address the deficiency in such
adopted or proposed resolution or notion. The nonitor or nonitors shal
provide witten notice to the board. superintendent and conmi ssioner of
their intention to override the adopted or proposed resolution or notion
at any tine but in no event later than 48 hours after such resolution or
notion was adopted by the board unless the conm ssioner has extended the
period to override due to extenuating circunstances that necessitate
additional tine. The override notice shall stay the proceedings of the
board on such adopted resolution or notion or, if the notice is provided

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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prior to action by the board, it shall renove such proposed resolution
or notion fromconsideration by the board pending the issuance of a

directive by the nonitor or nonitors. The nonitor or nonitors nust
submit the directive to the board, superintendent and the conmi ssioner
no later than 10 days followi ng notice of such override. Upon the issu-
ance of a directive, the override of the board's adopted or proposed
resolution or notion shall be final and conclusive unless the nonitor or
nmonitors fail to issue such directive within 10 days or within such
period established by the npnitor or npnitors if the period was
extended, withdraws such override, or the conmmi ssioner overrules the
nonitor or nonitors' override within 10 days of the issuance of the
directive. The nonitor or nonitors nmay extend the period to submt such
directive, at intervals of 10 additional days for each extension, if the
board., superintendent or school district enployees fail to provide al

relevant information requested by the nonitor or nonitors related to the
adopt ed or proposed resolution or notion subject to such override within

48 hours of such request.
(b) The resolution shall be subnitted to the clerk no later than 48

hours prior to the next scheduled board neeting who shall cause the
resolution to be placed on the next board neeting agenda and a copy to
be issued to the board, superintendent and comm ssioner acconpanied by
specific findings as to the necessity of such resolution. The nonitor or
nonitors may direct the board to neet at a date prior to the next sched-
uled board neeting to take up such resolution. The npnitor or nonitors
may withdraw the resolution prior to, or during, the next board neeting,
if the board takes sufficient action to resolve the issues contained in
the resolution. |f the resolution is not withdrawn, it shall be deened
to be adopted at the next board neeting through its subm ssion and shal
have the full force and effect as any other resolution adopted by the
board.

(c) The nonitor or nonitors shall not override an adopted or proposed
resolution or notion or submt a resolution related to collective
bargaining agreenents negotiated in accordance with article 14 of the
civil service |aw

4. The nonitor or nonitors nmay direct the board., superintendent,
and/or other school district officers to undergo any training as deened
necessary and pursuant to tinelines established by the state npnitor or
nonitors

5. The nonitor or nonitors shall have the power to approve or disap-
prove the appointnent of a superintendent by the board of education on
or after the effective date of this act. The board shall subnmit the
recommendation for superintendent to the nonitor or nonitors for
approval. The nonitor or nonitors shall have 10 days to approve or
di sapprove the board's recommendation. If after such period no action is
taken by the nonitor or nonitors, the recommendation for superintendent
shall be deened approved. |f the nonitor or nonitors di sapproves of the
appointnment, then the board shall recommend a new candidate for the
nonitor or nonitors to approve or disapprove until an appointnent is
approved by the nonitor or nonitors. In the event that a vacancy occurs
in the position of superintendent due to the disapproval of a recomen-
dation, the nonitor or nonitors may appoint a current school enployee as
interimsuperintendent until a recommendation for superintendent 1is
approved.

§ 2. Chapter 18 of the |aws of 2020 authorizing the conmmi ssioner of
education to appoint a nonitor to oversee the Wandanch wunion free
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school district and establishing the powers and duties of the nonitor,
i s anended by adding a new section 7-a to read as foll ows:
8§ 7-a. Acadenmic inprovenent plan. 1. No later than Novenber 1, 2025,

the board of education and the nonitor shall develop an academc
inprovenent plan for the district's 2025--2026 school year and the four
subsequent school years. The academ c i nprovenent plan shall contain a

series of programmatic recommendations designed to inprove acadenic
performance over the period of the plan in those acadenic areas that the

comni ssioner deens to be in need of inprovenent which shall i ncl ude
addressing the provisions contained in any action plan set forth by the
depart nent.

2. |f the board of education and the nonitor agree on all the elenents
of the proposed acadenmic inprovenent plan, the board of education shal
conduct a public hearing on the plan and consider the input of the
community. The proposed academ c inprovenent plan shall be nmde public
on the district's website at least 3 business days before such public
hearing. Once the proposed acadenic inprovenent plan has been approved
by the board of education, such plan shall be subnitted by the nonitor
to the commi ssioner for approval and shall be deened approved for the
pur poses of this act.

3. If the board of education and the nmonitor do not agree on all the
el enents of the proposed acadenmi c inprovenent plan, the board of educa-
tion shall conduct a public hearing on the proposed plan that details
the elements of disagreenent between the nonitor and the board, includ-
ing docunented justification for such disagreenents and any requested
anendnents fromthe nonitor. The proposed acadenmic inprovenent plan,
elenents of disagreenent., and requested anendnents shall be nade public
on the district's website at |east 3 business days before such public
hearing. After considering the input of the community, the board may
alter the proposed academ c inprovenent plan and the nonitor nmry alter
his or her requested anendnents, and the nonitor shall submt the
proposed academ c i nprovenent plan, such nonitor's anmendnents to the
plan, and docunentation providing justification for such disagreenents
and anendnents to the conmmissioner no later than Decenber 1, 2025. By
January 15, 2026, the conmi ssioner shall approve the proposed plan with
any of the nonitor's proposed anendnents, or nmake other nodifications,
such commissioner deens appropriate. The board of education shal
provide the commi ssioner with any information such conm ssioner requests
to approve such plan within 3 business days of such request. Upon the
approval of such conm ssioner, the academ c inprovenent plan shall be
deened approved for purposes of this act.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, however, that
the anendnents to chapter 18 of the Iaws of 2020 authorizing the comm s-
sioner of education to appoint a nonitor to oversee the Wandanch union
free school district and establishing the powers and duties of the noni-
tor, made by sections one and two of this act shall not affect the expi-
rati on of such chapter and shall expire and be deenmed repealed there-
wi th.




